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IF YOU TELL US WHAT 
YOU DO, SOON 

EVERYONE WILL KNOW 

There's no getting away from it. 
Presentation counts. Nowadays 
everything from soft drinks to share 
issues announce their arrival with 
eye-catching publicity. Often what's 
being said isn't worth saying. And 
what's worth saying isn't being said 
loud enough. 

That's where SCOTTISH CHILD come 
in. We're committed to helping people 
with something worth saying to say it 
loud and clear. People carrying out 
innovative projects that want what 
they're doing to be more widely known. 
Groups involved in the sort of day to day 
work with people that often goes 
unrecognised. Organisations that want 
to liven up their image a bit. Whether it's 
an annual report, a poster, a regular 
newsletter or maybe just a one off 
postcard or leaflet — we could be the 
people to help. 

What we offer is unique. We'll provide 
imaginative design, eye-catching 
photography, high quality printing. But 
that's not all. We understand the issues 
facing organisations working under 
pressure, doing jobs that too often don't 
get the recognition they deserve. We've 
done them ourselves. So we can help in 
writing your publication as well — 
whether it's taking on the whole job 
from start to finish, or advising you on  

how to get your message across in a 
way that will stand out and get noticed. 
We understand how to say things 
effectively to the people you want to 
hear. 

That's why we can help you. Because 
it matters to us. And lots of people 
agree. 

We've helped an innovative 
befriending project in Glasgow get their 
message across by producing a report 
for them, from writing it to printing it. 
We've edited and published a 
newsletter for a Scottish law centre. 
And when a project in Edinburgh 
wanted a report produced that caught 
the atmosphere of their work with young 
people one of our workers went to see 
them and, from first draft to final 
publication, had the whole thing done in 
3 weeks. 

Oh, and we publish Scotland's best 
looking independent magazine as welL 

If you're happy with the way you 
present yourself on posters and in print, 
that's fine — you won't need our help. 
But if you're interested in what we have 
to offer, and want a chat about it, give 
us a ring on 031-552 0472 (24 hours), 
or write to us at SCOTTISH CHILD, 347A 
Pilton Avenue, Edinburgh EH5 2LE. 
You've nothing to lose. And it could do 
wonders for your appearance. 
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"The Workers Without Jobs, 

For the Jobs Without Workers. 99 
• 

CONNECTIONS 
EMPLOYMENT 

TRAINING 
You might have got the impres-
sion that the Training Commis-
sion (Manpower Services Com-
mission as was) had shot itself in 
the foot with the first T.V. ad-
verts for the Employment Train-
ing scheme. It showed huge 
crowds of workers labouring to 
fit an enormous monolith into a 
hole in the ground — the prover-
bial square peg in a round hole. 
Their task completed, the clos-
ing sequence showed the work-
ers walking off in all directions 
into a desert-like landscape. Not 
much of a message about the 
usefulness of Employment 
Training, nor about the chances 
of walking into a job after-
wards. 

New advertising — featuring 
workers hewing themselves out 
of blocks of granite, picking up 
their tools and striding purpose-
fully away, (if you overlook the 
fact that ET jobs take a lot of 
expensive advertising promo-
tion) is certainly more positive. 
But rather than the clean brain-
work of new technology, the ac-
cent is very much on physical la-
bour and hard work. 

This imagery is certainly in 
keeping with the emphasis in 
Employment Training towards 
projects which involve the pri-
vate sector and learning 'hard' 
skills, as opposed to the com-
munity involvement and social 
care aspects of the old Commun-
ity Programme which ET 
replaced last year. 

At its peak in 1987, the Com-
munity Programme had 240,000 
filled places. As its name sug-
gested, the emphasis of the 
scheme was very much on gett-
ing the unemployed involved in 
socially useful work in the com-
munity. So it was perhaps not 
surprising that in the social care, 
and environmental projects 
under the CP, the voluntary 
sector accounted for 51% of the 
places, involving a budget of 
£558m in the last year of its life. 
Local authorities made up most 
of the remainder with 41% of 
places, while the private sector 
employed only 1% of those on 
the Community Programme. 

Government doubts about the 
non-commercial nature of the 
Community Programme, and 
about the training value of social 
care work for the real (read, 
commercial) world, led to the 
the demise of the Manpower  

Services Commission. The new 
Department of Employment-
managed Training Commission 
was set up with greater govern-
ment control to replace it. 

The consequences for the 
voluntary sector run services, 
which had come to depend so 
heavily on CP funding, have 
been severe. With CP support 
being withdrawn, many volunt-
ary organisations have found 
themselves out in the cold, either 
unable to join ET because of the 
emphasis on vocational training, 
or unwilling on principle. 

Under the Employment 
Training scheme, in return for 
five full days work, people 
unemployed for six months or 
more receive their usual benefit 
allowance plus £10 a week. Yet 
despite its major advertising  

campaigns, Employment Train-
ing has not been an initial suc-
cess. Within months of the start 
of the scheme, the official figure 
for the number of trainees was 
downgraded from 300,000 to 
265,000. In Scotland the revision 
was from 41,000 down to 35,000. 
Currently only 22,400 of these 
places are filled. And the sche-
me's high dropout rate remains a 
major concern. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, many 
parts of the voluntary sector are 
opposed to working within ET. 
Although they had been part of 
the Community Programme, 
Gingerbread Scotland voted 
against participation, calling the 
scheme exploitative. 

Such principled opposition to 
job creation schemes is not new 
among voluntary organisations.  

The Edinburgh Council of Social 
Service never took part in the 
Community Programme for 
similar reasons. Such indepen-
dence has allowed it to remain 
unscathed this year while other 
organisations are still reeling 
from the ending of a scheme on 
which they had become finan-
cially dependent. 

Colin Williams, Director of 
the Glasgow Council of Volunt-
ary Service said that it had been 
'devastated' by the end of CP. 
Their decision not to participate 
in ET has cost them dear. The 
Council has lost 1000 CP places 
and has had to totally close down 
80 of its projects, varying from 
building work to arts, sports and 
social care projects. Faced with 
such a situation, many other 
voluntary bodies across the 
country have chosen the lesser of 
two evils — participation rather 
than annihilation — and 34% of 
ET projects are within the 
voluntary sector. 

One major change is the fact 
that only 16% of ET projects are 
managed by the public sector in 
Scotland. The figure for CP was 
60%. Scottish local authorities, 
not being subject to quite the 
same degree of financial necess-
ity as the voluntary sector, have 
been able to act on their prin-
cipled objections. Many, includ-
ing the largest, Strathclyde and 
Lothian, have complied up till 
now with the STUC and COSLA 
led boycott. 

So who is participating in ET? 
Well, the private sector is. But 
perhaps not to the same degree 
as the T.V. ads would have us 
believe. Despite the fact that 
50% of projects are run by pri-
vate companies, the actual res-
ponse by the private companies 
like IBM, Wimpey, Laing Cons-
truction (featured in the ads) in 
terms of training places appears 
to be disappointing. 

Appears to be. Statistics on 
Employment Training are prov-
ing difficult to track down, and 
the Training Commission head-
quarters in Sheffield remains un-
forthcoming with detailed 
figures. The Scottish Council for 
Voluntary Organisations has ini-
tiated its own research into the 
effects of ET on the social care 
sector. Their report, due out at 
the end of the year, should 
answer many questions about 
the scheme's operation in Scot- 
land. • 

Gordon Rennie 
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It takes Two . . . 
TICKLING 

"Research into what? Can you spell 
that?" 

"T-I-C-K-L-I-N-G. You know, as in 
laughing, tickled pink!" It was quite 
hard explaining to the university phone 
exchange that such a, well, funny sub-
ject could actually be the subject of 
serious research. But that's what I'd 
been told, and I wasn't going to give up 
at the first snigger. 

Anyway, tickling isn't such an in-
significant thing -why shouldn't we try  

to find out what it's all about? Fun and 
fear, cruelty and closeness -all human 
life seems to here, in the anguish and 
delight of tickling. I once had a friend 
called Pam, who only had to hear the 
word 'tickle' for her to run and hide in a 
locked room for half an hour in a blind 
panic. Clearly no laughing matter as 
far as she was concerned. Time for 
SCOTTISH CHILD to investigate. 

-Bonding, basically." Dr. Colin Cur-
rie of Edinburgh's City Hospital has 
one or two ideas on the subject. The 
tickling response helps build a procliv- 

ity for attachment between child and 
parent. It rewards the child and the 
parent for being near each other. 
That's why it takes two to tickle." 

Right enough, it's a bit of a non-
starter tickling yourself. An essentially 
social activity then - a way of keeping 
the kids near and having a laugh all 
round at the same time. Except it's not 
always what you'd call exactly social. 
In fact for my friend Pam it was down-
right antisocial. So how does the fact 
that some people would rather run a 
mile than be tickled fit in with this 'bon- 

ding' theory? 

"It's certainly a bit of a neurological 
puzzle," says Dr. Currie. "For instance. 
you can't tickle someone who's 
scared. And for some people the anti-
cipation of tickling produces exactly 
the same response as tickling itself. 
Tickling is very much influenced by 
context." 

It would seem that tickling is full of 
contradictions. Maybe that's what 
makes it so much fun! 

Colin Chalmers 

Scottish Child Oct Nov 1989 5 



CONNECTIONS 

Men's Work 
OUT-LINE 

Think of the Scottish Child as the 
Scottish girl or the Scottish boy. 
For unlike class, family cir-
cumstances or the effects of 
other experiences, gender is 
something we can do little 
about. 

Yet despite the Sex Discrimi-
nation Act, the work of the 
Equal Opportunities Commis-
sion, and perhaps most 
significantly, the influence of the 
feminist movement, it is likely 
that the gender specific expe-
riences of Scottish children 
today are little different from 
their grandparents. In spite of 
the promotion of equal opportu-
nities, boys for instance could be 
forgiven for believing — if indeed 
they are aware of the issues at all 
— that there is nothing in it for 
them or about them. 

In principle, girls these days 
are being offered opportunities 
to modify traditional female ste-
reotypes. They are exhorted to 
enter the worlds of science, tech-
nology and engineering, and to 
tuck up at night with stories of 
assertive little girls who confront 
dragons and reject the prover-
bial prince. 

In fact, genuine equality be-
tween the sexes sometimes 
seems to be as far removed as 
ever. Women may be more 
likely to receive equal pay at 
work, but they still shoulder 
90% of domestic chores, child-
care and responsibility for family 
organisation. 

For men, with a few notable 
exceptions, still appear to perce-
ive the issue of equality as some-
thing which only effects women. 
The majority of men appear to 
stride towards alcoholism, heart 
attacks, violence and imprison-
ment (to name but a few of Scot-
land's negative statistics where 
men score highly) with either 
naivety or a sense of hopeless 
inevitability. Most men outwith 
the extremes of such statistics 
perpetuate the values and aspi-
rations of their forefathers. 

Of course, the rewards for 
men in conventional terms of 
power and status are high. But 
the pressures of the narrow male 
stereotype are undeniable. I find 
it hard to believe that there is not 
a great number of Scottish men 
who feeruneasy about the strait-
jacket of masculinity. 

Whereas women have shown a 
collective awareness of the need  

for analysing and dismantling 
aspects of the female sterotype 
the intransigence of men re-
mains the stumbling block. It is 
the male stereotype — so deeply 
embedded and protected by 
society's institutions — which 
needs to be radically addressed. 

It is interesting, and laudable, 
that the anti-racist movement is 
characterised by the 
acknowledgement that racism is 
essentially a problem for white 
people: it is a set of attitudes and 
behaviours which they have to 
address if life in a multiracial 
society is going to improve for 
black people. Why then should it 
appear to be so difficult for men 
to perceive and take on board 
their responsibility regarding 
sexism? 

I know many families where 
daughters are being encouraged 
to grow up confident and assert-
ive without losing the tradit-
ionally feminine traits of co-
operation, caring and sensitivity 
towards others. In the same 
families, boys replicate the an-
cient male behaviours of compe-
tition, aggression and the inabil-
ity to share and express emo-
tions. They are observed by ap-
parently helpless, if exasperated 
parents and teachers who can  

only continue to love and sup-
port them. So in ackowledging 
the deficiences in all of us when 
we conform to narrow sex ste-
reotyped behaviour, some more 
of the work will need to be done 
by men. It is men after all, who 
have the most intimate 
knowledge of the male stereo-
type, and it is men's commitment 
— with all the accompanying dis-
comforts — that is required to 
present alternative models of 
behaviour, attitudes and aspira-
tions. Women cannot tell men to 
be anti-sexist. Men have to feel it 
for themselves and believe in it. 

Once the ground has been 
cleared and the targets set, we 
can devise new strategies of sup-
port for boys, young men and 
their sisters. The development of 
a new generation which shares 
celebrates and supports the 
weaknesses and strengths of all 
its members regardless of gender 
is surely not only a healthier, but 
a more effective route to genuine 
equality for all of us. 

Helene Witcher 

OUT-LINE is a regular feature 
where we open up our columns to 
readers to write on any aspect of 
Scotland growing up. Send your 
suggestions to the editor. 
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One World in Dundee 
RESOURCES 

Teaching aids which can help 
children understand the pro-
blems of people in Third World 
countries can be found at several 
Scottish One World shops, 
including the One World Centre 
in Dundee. 

The centre, moving this 
month from Dundee's Westport 
Centre, Hawkhill, to new pre-
mises at 5 Victoria Street, 
opened under charitable status 
in 1985. Among many others, it 
has since attracted school-
teachers and children from the 
city and outlying areas of Tay-
side and Fife. 

-Awareness is intensifying 
slowly," says part-time worker, 
Gillian Penfold-Ward. "And  

there's been an upsurge in 
requests for information on the 
environment since the world 
went green!" 

Such an awareness was 
heightened earlier this year 
when the Centre broadcast ele-
ven half-hour programmes on 
Radio Tay's Campus Radio. The 
programmes, put together with 
the aid of Tayside Region Com-
munity Education, involved 
news and interviews on such sub-
jects as health, peace, and 
human rights. 

Speakers are available on a 
wide variety of subjects. Findo 
Gask Primary School near Stir-
ling recently hosted a talk on 
Slavery, whilst the subject of  

World Development was the 
subject of a session in St. Sav-
iours school in Dundee. 

Other schools have requested 
that the Centre send along a 
worker to help run one of its 
simulation or role play educa-
tional games. 

"We have a 'Grain Game'," 
Gillian explains, "about interna-
tional trading inequities, which 
is the size of a tennis court. (It 
also comes in table top size.) 
And another is 'The World Food 
Game' which involves people 
being served with very different 
meals. It really brings home to 
the diners how people in diffe-
rent countries live." 

Modern Studies and Geogra-
phy pupils use the Centre's  

posters and information packs to 
help them study for exams. 
Hundreds of newsletters are sent 
out to schools and other inte-
rested parties by One World, 
and they are currently working 
on a project which will help com-
bat racism through the medium 
of play. 

The Dundee One World Cen-
tre (Tel 0382 201424, 11.00 — 
5.00 Thurs & Fri) also stocks a 
variety of books, and games and 
visual aids for sale or hire. Other 
One World shops are in Edin-
burgh and Aberdeen, and there 
is a Centrepeace shop in Glas-
gow. 

Carol Anne Davis 

Scottish Institute goes West! 
SUPPORT 

The Scottish Institute ot Human 
Relations, twenty years old this 
year, has opened up a Glasgow 
office. By the end of the year 
they plan to have in place a 
number of courses and services, 
including family therapy train-
ing. 

According to the new Glas-
gow full-time Development 
Officer, Derek Raffaelli, pre-
vioulsy a Senior Psychologist 
with Strathclyde Region, "We  

want to develop an identity and a 
range of activities particularly 
relevant to the West of Scot-
land." 

Already a Human Relations 
and Counselling course has been 
set up in association with the 
Garnethill Centre. Regular sup-
port groups are already in place 
for welfare officers and clergy, 
and a number of training events 
are being run for voluntary and 
statutory organisations. 

Perhaps the most exciting  

development is planned for 
January. For the first time ever 
outside London, as announced 
in a recent issue of Scottish Child, 
psychoanalytic Child Psychothe-
rapy Training will be available in 
Glasgow. This will be run by two 
experienced child psychotherap-
ists, Monica Lanyado and Geor-
ge Crawford. 

The Scottish Institute is an-
xious too, to forge links with 
other organisations. "Counsel-
ling and consultancy services are 
also available," Derck Raffaelli  

explained, "and we will be 
pleased to discuss any request 
for these from individuals, or to 
provide 'in house' events for or-
ganisations." 

Eventually there will be an in-
dividual psychotherapy service 
avaiable direct from the Glas- 
gow base. • 

Sheila Ramsay 

Contact Scottish Institute of 
Human Relations, 21 Elmbank 
Street, Glasgow. Tel 041 204 
3365. 
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WORKING WITH YOUTH 
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OTHER BEST SELLERS PUBLISHED BY THE ITRC 
IN THE "WORKING WITH YOUTH" SERIES. 

THE YOUTH GAMES BOOK 
NEW ! 4th Edition £4.50 
Alan Dearling & Howard Armstrong 

The comprehensively updated Youth Games Book, now in its 4th edition, offers 
you the opportunity to improve the quality and effectiveness of your own practice 
with young people. Over 300 games, sequences and techniques including 
Group Relationship Games; Icebreakers, Puzzles & Two Player Games, 
Ethnic Games, Simulations, Young Group Games, etc, etc. The book has 
established itself as a bestseller, purchased by over thirty thousand 
individuals and agencies - it's a must! 

YOUTH ARTS & CRAFT BOOK 
Alan Dearling & Howard Armstrong £4.25 

The YOUTH ARTS AND CRAFT BOOK is specially designed to help adults 
offer an exciting range of activities. Over 45 different arts and crafts 
are covered in enough detail to enable you to learn the basic skills 
and decide who particular activities should be used with; what size 

group of young people is ideal: what advantages and problems can be en-
countered with the various activities. Full of useful suggestions suitable for 
running arts activities with young people in the youth club, playscheme, 
IT group and classroom. 

WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN TROUBLE: A Practical Manual 
Tim Pickles £3.95 

Written for all those staff who are actively involved in planning and running schemes 
for adolescent young people in trouble, be they offenders, truants, solvent-abusers. 
homeless or simply in need of support and befriending. This book introduces o structure 
of clear planning, referral criteria, programme design and subsequent evaluation In a 
logical and comprehensive way. Other chapters consider staffing, resources and 
mo'hagement issues and a list of further practical resources is included. The text is 
complemented by over 30 exercises to implement the ideas into your practice. 

NEW TITLE! 
ACTIVE COLLABORATION : Joint Practice and Youth Strategies 
Edited by Kevin Gill and Tim Pickles £5.95 

This important and timely book pulls together the experience of key 
people - politicians, managers and fieldworkers - in the development 
of collaborative practices with young people in trouble during the 
past ten years. It will form essential reading for all those concerned 
with effective responses to youth issues today. 
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The ITRC also provides training, consultancy and information services. 
Further details and full publications catalogue from ITRC, 19 Elmbank Street, Glasgow G2 4PB. 

h, 
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Nvticop::: 

Please send me the following publications. I enclose a cheque/invoice me for the total sum of £  Please indicate No. of Copies 

WORKING OUT OF DOORS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE @ £6.95 0 WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE IN TROUBLE @ 0.95 0 

ACTIVE COLLABORATION @ £5.95 Ef THE YOUTH GAMES BOOK £4.50 0 THE YOUTH ARTS AND CRAFTS BOOK @ £4.25 

NAME ADDRESS:  

WORKING OUT OF DOORS WITH YOUNG PEOPLE 
A Selection of Games and Exercises 

Written, Designed and Illustrated by Alan Smith £6.95 
The challenging experiences offered by being out of doors. 
away from all the conveniences - and distractions - of 
urban life, and the pure enjoyment gained from working 

together in a stimulating environment, have long been recognised 
by generations of teachers, youth leaders, and instructors. This book provides 

a selection of basic exercises. activities and games presented in a way which is both 
appealing to young people and useful to their teachers and leaders. 

Please return this order form to ITRC Bookshop, 19 Elmbank Street, Glasgow G2 4PB 

TOWN:  POSTCODE: 

ORDER FORM 



CONNECTIONS 

IN BRIEF 
This Autumn, Edinburgh Uni-
versity's Psychology Depart-
ment — internationally known for 
its work in child development — is 
taking a new initiative to bring 
their work closer to the needs of 
children in Scotland. 

Launching the Centre for 
Research in Child Deve-
lopment. Centre Directol ol-
v,n I ievarthen told Scottish 
Child, "We see the centre as ex-
tending our research and making 
it more available and effect-
ive." 

Already in the Psychology 
Department at Edinburgh, there 
are 14 qualified developmental-
ists, doing research in such 
diverse areas as infant feeding, 
seeing and hearing, reading, and 
how children learn. 

"We feel," Professor Trewar-
then explained, "that we could 
be more helpful, and in turn be 
more stimulated, if we had closer 
ties with people in Scotland who 
have direct responsibility for the 
care and education of children — 
at home, in school, or in the 
community." 

Eager to establish a two-way 
communication with parents and 
child care professionals, the cen-
tre has several new ideas under 
consideration, including 
mother-infant communication, 
language awareness, postnatal 
depression, and the develop-
ment of music appreciation. 

As the centre's work falls out-
side the university staffs con-
tracted teaching and research 
tasks, the new Centre is looking 
for special financing, including 
salaries for a Centre co- 
ordinator and technicians. II 

The days when the headteacher 
could confidently sit in his or her 
study and claim to be exercising 
reasonable care over pupils in 
the playground are now drawing 
to a close. Education authorities 
in Scotland will soon be under a  

statutory duty to provide adult 
supervision of pupils in 
school playgrounds, bringing 
schools into line with what has 
long been standard practice in 
England & Wales. 

Present practices in Scotland 
are very uneven. A survey in Lo-
thian for example, revealed that 
only 60 out of 295 schools had 
playground auxiliaries. Some 
parents are likely to be disap- 
pointed however, that 
playground supervision will be 
required only for pupils at prim-
ary school. 

Local authorities will also be 
under a general duty to take 'rea-
sonable care' of all pupils in their 
charge. Remaining unanswered 
though, is the question of who is 
in charge of pupils who arrive at 
school 'too early' or leave 'too 
late' because of public transport 
timetables. 

It is unlikely that a wave of 
litigation by parents or injured 
pupils will be ushered in. The 
test of 'responsibleness' will en-
sure that only the most glaring 
examples of inadequate supervi-
sion will succeed in the courts. 
The true test of the effectiveness 
of these new legal provisions will 
be whether education authori-
ties and schools are ready to act 
on suggestions from concerned 
parents. 

Glasgow looks like it's going to 
have a bit of competition on the 
cultural front during its 1990 
year of culture — at least as far as 
children are concerned. The first 
Scottish International 
Children's Festival Is cur-
rently in preparation, and will 
take place in Edinburgh from 
29th May to 3rd June 1990. 

The festival will be the first 
professional performing arts 
festival for children and young 
people in Scotland, and hopes to 
become an annual event. Thea-
tre groups from all over the 
world will be performing, includ-
ing groups from Canada. Zim-
babwe. the Netherlands and the 
United States. 72 dance, drama  

and music performances are 
planned over the 6 days, as well 
as workshops and other goodies 
on a variety of themes. 

No small fry operation this. At 
the last count it was supported by 
5 Regional Councils, the Scott-
ish Arts Council and numerous 
other public and private bodies. 
Duncan Low, the Festival Co-
ordinator, told Scottish Child 
"There is a real lack of perfor-
mance arts for children in Scot-
land. Other countries are much 
better — in Belgium. for instance. 
there are about 40 groups per-
forming full-time for children 
and young people. We hope the 
festival will draw attention to 
what can be done, and encour-
age people in Scotland to take 
arts for children more ser-
iously". 

Refreshing sentiments indeed 
— an internationalist perspec,tive 
that secs the importance of valu-
ing children and can get Scottish 
institutions to back the idea. 
We'll keep you posted. The 
Scottish International Children's 
Festival can be contacted at 22 
Laurie Street, Edinburgh EH6 
7AB or on 031-554 6297. • 

Following a packed public meet-
ing last November — where 
women in their middle years ex-
pressed concern that Edinburgh 
District Council's Women's 
Committee weren't doing much 
for their age group — a video on 
The Menopause has been 
made. 

Rosie Gibson, who directed 
the video, told Scottish Child how 
it came about. "It really arose 
from the women's concerns, the 
fact that there is so much ignor-
ance and myth about the subject. 
The women who have been in-
volved in making the video 
wanted to address the meno-
pause as a serious issue that 
needs talking about more". 

A lot of people have been in-
volved in making the video, 
including Lothian Health Board 
Education Unit and a Middle 
Years Group in the Niddrie 
House area of Edinburgh.  

Calki That Funny Age ... Women 
and the Menopause. the video will 
be available shortly, with an in-
formation pack, from Video in 
Pilton, the group who produced 
it. Contact them on 031-343 1151 
for more information. • 

Readers of Scottish Child are 
watching the process of setting 
up the new school boards 
with interest. Will they really 
change the balance of things in 
the way schools are run? 

Strathclyde Education 
Department, after early reserva-
tions, have been assiduous in 
their efforts to encourage pa-
rents to register and vote in the 
election of the new boards. A 
Strathclyde reader has reported 
the longest address so far given 
by a department official to 'in-
form' parents — two hours and 
twenty minutes. 

And yes, the parents who'd 
turned up were expected to sit in 
rows and listen! The report of 
the boards' pilot project, carried 
out in Dumfries & Galloway 
over the last year, was published 
in September. It points up the 
need for training. We are left 
wondering for whom? 

So far though, no reports of 
politically motivated minorities, 
or religious fundamentalist 
groups of parents have reached 
us. • 

Scottish Child on the move 

Scottish Child's development con-
tinues, with new addresses since 
our last issue. Our registered 
office is now in Glasgow, al-
though no longer at the Temple-
ton Business Centre. 

Scottish Child has moved into a 
new workspace in Ainslie Park 
High School in Edinburgh, from 
where this issue was produced. 
To the staff and pupils of Ainslie 
Park, we are grateful for the help 
and hospitality we've had during 
our move-in. 

Full addresses and phone 
numbers on the credits list. • 
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HOLISTIC 
SPIRITUAL 
GREEN 
SOMATIC 
GROWTH 
BOOKS 
52 HAMILTON PLACE 
EDINBURGH EI-13 SAX 
Tel: 031 226 3066 

BODY & SOUL 
BODY AND SOUL is Scotland's foremost New Age bookshop, 
with thousands of books for personal, social and environmental 
growth. Psychology, Therapies, Personal Growth, Parenting, 
Health, Yoga, Massage, Meditation and Green Issues are only a 
few examples of our exceptionally wide range of subject sections. 
And our very special selection of Children's books is well worth a 
visit. 

PLUS — magazines, newsletters, music and meditation tapes and 
complementary therapies noticeboard. 

BODY AND SOUL'S mail-order service is helpful and effic ient 
with all telephone enquiries. 

And all this in one small friendly space, across the road from 
Stockbridge Library. Visit us Mon — Sat 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

VISA/ACCESS welcome. 

ADULTS 
LEARNING 
(Third Edition) 
Jenny Rogers 

This book has proven its worth 
over the years to thousands of 
tutors who have liked the 
straightforward way it cuts 
through the mystique and jargon 
of teaching. This third edition has 
been completely revised and 
updated with several new 
chapters, and aims to help sharpen 
the multitude of skills tutors will 
need to give the most, and get the 
most out of their teaching. 
Sept 1989 c.256pp 0 335 09215 2 c.£6.95pb 

LIVING ADULT 
EDUCATION 
Freire in Scotland 
Gerri Kirkwood and Colin Kirkwood 

The writings of Brazilian adult educator, 
Paulo Freire, have been available in 
English as a source of inspiration to 
students, teachers and trainers since the 
early 1970s. This book documents and 
assesses the process of implementing 
Freire's ideas in the Gorgie-Dalry Adult 
Learning Project (ALP) in Scotland, 
examining their impact, ideals, methods, 
and purposes, as well as the necessary 
modifications of ALP as a result of their 
introduction to a Western urban context. 
30 June 1989 176pp 0 335 09555 0 c E8 95pb 

0 335 09556 9 c £25 00hb 

12 COFFERIDGE CLOSE, STONY STRATFORD. MILTON KEYNES, MK11 1BY, ENGLAND. 
TEL: MILTON KEYNES (0908) 566744 FAX: (0908) 260012 

SCOTTISH CHILD LAW CENTRE 
AND 

"WHO CARES?" SCOTLAND 
ONE DAY CONFERENCE ON 

RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN CARE 
ON: Saturday 4 November 1989 

10.00 am to 4.30 pm 
AT: Notre Dame High School, Glasgow 

PRICE: £20 (including light lunch). 
Concessions: Members of SCLC £15 

Under-18s £12 
Bookings to: "Who Cares?" Scotland 

Block 1, Unit Cl 
Templeton Business Centre 

Templeton Street 
Glasgow G40 1BA 

For information on forthcoming conferences on: 
Physical Punishment of Children 
Access: Developments in the Law 

Curatories: Acting for Children and 
those with a Mental Handicap 

write to: 
The Scottish Child Law Centre, 

1 Melrose Street, (off Queen's Crescent), 
Glasgow G4 9BJ. 
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London Life 

L
ondon. I was to have two days, all 
expenses paid, to carry out research 
for a script I'm working on. Maybe it's 
the journey down that sets me against 

the place. I'm terrified of flying so I have to 
go by rail. A sleeper. But you don't, do 
you? You lie suspended somewhere be-
tween sleep and wakefulness, numbed by 
the constant clatter of the train. 

I've tried reading, self-hypnosis, staying 
up the night before I travel. They proved to 
be hopeless remedies. This time I hit on the 
idea of drink, lots of it, to achieve uncon-
sciousness. It didn't work. The best that can 
be said for it is that the hangover came as no 
surprise. I spent the entire night plotting its 
progress. London. 

The TV company footing the bill pay a 
maximum of forty five pounds per night for 
hotel accommodation. For a place in the 
centre of the city this is a joke. I shall refrain 
from identifying these corporate scrooges 
and simply hope that any future increase in 
the license fee will see a commensurate rise 
in the dig money. As it was. I ended up in a 
place that was perfect for suicide. Faded 
floral wallpaper, cheap dark furniture, rad-
iators encrusted with countless layers of 
gritty cream paint, the bed set back in a 
recess that spurned natural light. The en-
semble effect was an exquisitely depressing 
atmosphere that would dispel any lingering 
doubts. I dumped my bag, got quickly out of 
t here and went off in search of incident. 

In the black and white British films of the 
nineteen fifties, Soho was always a dange-
rous place. They played jazz there, and de-
cent young men from the English middle 
classes fell under the spell of sultry chan-
teuses with promising names like Lola, who 
chain-smoked and had moles at the sides of 
their mouths. Once ensnared, Johnnie or 
Freddie would reluctantly agree to be the 
inside man on a heist at the bank where they 
always worked. At the end they would col-
lapse in a snivelling heap before a stern-
faced and trench-coated character actor as 
he read them their rights. 

I was asked, by a rather pleasant looking 
blond girl of about twenty five, if I wanted 

THIS 
DIARY 

to see a live sex show. There were, she 
assured me, two performers. Not wishing to 
seem prudish I said it was a bit early for that 
kind of thing — it was 2.30 in the afternoon — 
made my excuses and left. 

Ai 
 s I strolled off I mentally compared 

my own experience with Johnnie and 
Freddie's, and decided that they'd 

ad the better deal. For them there 
was at least the pretence of humanity before 
the deception. But lest I be sounding alto-
gether too moral, let me say this. Had the 
delightful barker said it was a one-man 
show my curiosity would undoubtedly have 
prevailed! 

I wanted to see 'the city'. Where the 
money is at. On the way I saw where it 
wasn't. He was lying flat out in the un-
derground, a wreck of a man, but still cap-
able of summing up his problems with a 
succinctness that was breathtaking. On a 

"They really do wear hair 
gell, baggy suits and 

braces." 
piece of cardboard that hung round his neck 
were the words: NO ADDRESS. She was 
of indeterminate age. The child in the pram 
she was pushing was maybe a year. She saw 
you, yet didn't, if you know what I mean. 
She responded with automatic blessings 
when your coin dropped into her hi-tech 
begging bowl — the upturned lid of an aero-
sol spray. I salved my conscience and 
moved, very quickly, on. 

I got to the city' when its denizens had 
stopped doing for the day whatever it is they 
do. I was disappointed. Caricature after 
caricature. I hung around some bars. Cliche 
after cliche. They really do wear hair gel, 
baggy suits and braces. I watched them with 
that disgusted envy you feel for even the 
moderately rich. One company of three I 
watched to-ed and fro-ed to the bar. Each 
man went at least twice. The round came in 
at under a fiver but was always paid for with 
a termer. I wondered what they did with 
their change. 

Then one of them spoke to me. Had I 
ever seen Betty taking head? he asked. I  

told him I hadn't and out came another 
tenner — Bank of England should you wish 
to try this. He proceeded to fold the note in 
a particular way and, lo and behold, there 
was Her Royal Highness performing a 
sexual act that might be considered unna-
tural in polite society. 

I looked at that cretin and found myself 
remembering films again, American films 
about London, where place was established 
by shots of red buses and bowler hatted 
chaps striding to work. Striding to work in 
the city. They had been stereotypes too, of 
course, their speech and dress equally pre-
dictable. But I couldn't help thinking they 
were somehow preferable to this. I couldn't 
help thinking, well, conservative thoughts, 
and fearing what that might lead to, I left to 
catch the tube. 

kB  

t night, I wandered round Piccadilly. 
Bright lights and crowds of people. 

ut all this proved deceptive. There 
as really nothing going on. Some 

street artists. Some late-night souvenir 
shops. Foreign tourists gawping at drunken 
punks who, for a consideration, strutted 
and posed for photographs. It was then that 
the essential phoneyness began to over-
whelm me and I drifted back to my hotel. 

. I took care to remove all sharp objects 
from my line of sight, watched some televi-
sion, then turned in. As! lay there listening 
to the fractured voices of revellers out in the 
street, the horrible thought occurred to mc 
that! hadn't even been there a day yet. I still 
had — what? — thirty odd hours to go! 

Next morning I was first in the queue at 
Kings Cross. "Please can I have my ticket 
changed so that I can go home today?" 

"There'll be excess to pay, sir. Quite a bit 
actually." 

"I'll pay! I'll pay!" And! did. And on that 
blessed train speeding northwards! thought 
of something once said by a famous person 
or other. To tire of London was to tire of 
life. Well I'd tired of it. And I'd been given 
the ideal venue to test the truth of the state-
ment. But I was still there. And damned 
happy to be going home. • 

Daniel Boyle 
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READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
What do Scotland's 

youngsters think about the 
press? Good? Bad? Ugly? Or 
a mixture of all three? Colin 
Chalmers went along to an 
Edinburgh youth club to find 

out. 
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A
y wet Wednesday night in PiIton, a 
cheme in Edinburgh, and the local 
outh club is about to start. You can 
ell this by the way the door is getting 

systematically battered and kids jump up 
outside the window trying to see what's do-
ing inside. Soon the door opens, and in 
come about thirty kids from 12 to 15 — on 
goes the music, and they're running the 
joint. We quieten down a bit to decide 
what's going to happen that night and they'-
re told there's someone here who wants to 
know what they think about newspapers. 
I'd expected disinterest, maybe suspicion, 
but not the spontaneous outburst in unison 

that I got. 

"Shite". 

The press does not seem to have earned 
much respect amongst youngsters in Scot-
land. Actually, it's something that is giving 
some concern to Scottish papers. The Scott-
ish Newspapers' Proprietors Association, 
for instance, has initiated a programme in 
some schools to educate children into read-
ing newspapers — education you under-
stand, nothing so base as trying to increase 
circulation. Scottish Child found out about 
this when a request from us to talk to some 



kids in a Glasgow primary school was turn-
ed down, one reason being because of this 
newspaper/education tie-in. 'Inappropria-
te' comments from children about their 
press would not be appreciated. Well they 
came thick and fast in PiIton. 

"See down this area, those big paper 
aren't for us, they're for snobs," says Kirsty. 
By now there's a group of about six of us 
sitting round a table with all the papers I 
could get that day. "Snobs buy them 
because they're interested in that stuff, but 
we're not". There was a general consensus 
beginning to emerge, and it wasn't so much 
about really liking any paper, although the 
Edinburgh Evening News and the local com-
munity newspaper, the North Edinburgh News. 
were the ones people seemed to like the 
best. Rather it was about seeing 'snobby' 
papers, or — as they prefer to refer to them-
selves — the 'quality press', as being comp-
letely boring. 

Kirsty and DD were getting well into this 
by now, and it was getting a bit like one of 
those jury discussions you see on TV about 
design. "See this one, right?". We were 
looking at The Sun. "It's the right size, it's 
not like those other ones that are so big you 
canny read them. And there's not too much 
writing, there's big headlines, and that's 
what attracts you, big pictures and big head-
lines". The Sun seemed to have this stuff off 
the best, but the Daily Record wasn't far be-
hind. 

Amongst all the national dailies there was 
a copy of one of those left-wing papers that 
people sell you in the street called Fight Ra-
cism! Fight Imperialism! which, surprisingly 
some might think, got praise. "See that", 
says Kirsty pointing to a massive headline, 
—Crisis of World Socialism', that's good." 
We flicked through to a double page spread 
of almost total text. "But that's the sort of 
thing you don't like, eh?", I said, and quick 
as a flash Kirsty's back with "Na, look at 
that, 'Fight the Poll Tax', that's good, no 
one's paying that, aye that paper's alright". 
At last, a comment about content. 

Working class teenagers may not have 
the jargon of media studies lecturers, but 
their suspicions and intuitions seem very 
solidly based. The big papers were for rich 
people, just as politics was something that 
only concerned the privileged. These kids, 
their families, had never been the country's 
decision makers, so why pretend you are? 
They didn't like snobby papers, English pa-
pers and boring papers. But it would be a 
mistake to see that as being the same as not 
wanting to know about anything beyond the 
dating habits of Neighbours stars. "I like all 
the television gossip," says Carolyn, "it's 
interesting, it's alright, but it would be good 
to get some other stuff'. 

Sure, there wasn't great interest in the 
sort of reporting that the 'qualities' go in for 
about what's going on in the world. But how 
many teachers who read The Guardian (The 
Guardian was considered a te,icher's paper, 
not a snob's) read the Financial Times, or even 
the financial news in The Guardian, that 
analyses the economic realities that have so 
much influence on the circumstances of  

their lives? Is it so unnatural to be interested 
in things that you can have control over, and 
be bored with, some might say blank out, 
what appears to be the province of powers 
beyond your influence? 

W
e started marking papers out of 
ten. The Daily Record did well, not 
surprisingly since it is Scotland's 
best selling paper. The Sun too, al-

though there was a heated debate about 
their page three girls, some of the females 
saying it was sexist. It was the 'middle brow' 
paper that did worst, with the Daily Mail and 

"Those big 
papers aren't for us, they're 

for snobs" 
Daily Express exciting very little interest in-
deed. Size obviously isn't everything. And 
the Glasgow Herald seemed to have nothing 
going for it — 'boring' was the universal com-
ment. 

As the discussion wore on a surprise hit 
was The Independent. "Printed in London" 
was Carolyn's sharp-eyed comment, equat-
ing English, not unrealistically perhaps, 
with 'snobs'. But The Independent was seen as 
being serious and, well, ok. "I deliver those 
papers," says Paddy, "up the High Street, 
to the lawyers and that. They buy the Finan-
cial Times, The Scotsman and The Independent. 
III really wanted to find out about stutt I'd 
read The Independent". Maybe it was the 
name. 

There was certainly no overwhelming de-
sire to read in-depth coverage of world 
events, but that seemed based more on the 
fact that such coverage came from papers 
that spoke for and to other people than 
because these kids couldn't be interested in 
what's going on. Our press may comment 
on events, but how far does it help enable its 
readers to have any real say over issues 
concerning them? Not very much, I'd su-
spect. 

There was anger at the press. Not fury, 
just a sort of they've-got-nothing-we-want-
to-hear attitude to what the papers say, 
when they say anything. There was a sense 
of there being no use in trying to understand 
it, because no one's ever going to give these 
kids any real say in the things these papers 
report. Not very unrealistic in an age where 
a few multi-nationals own almost all the 
press. Perhaps instead of trying to get chil-
dren to appreciate their need to sell more 
papers, the Scottish press could try to get 
their papers to appreciate the needs of 
young people a bit more. Democratisation 
of the press? Papers controlled by the 
people who read them? No one else seems 
to be doing very much about it, so why 
should these kids? 

The evening ended on an animated note. 
We started writing down lists of things you 
can do with newspapers — using them for cat 
litter, making paper mache, wrapping chips 
in them. The papers were all over the place 
by now so we had a celebration of throwing 
them all in the air. It was back to fun-time, 
back out into the scheme and home. • 



"Although it sounds very po-faced, actually 
to work in children's television seems to me 
to be an enormous privilege. You are gain-
ing access to millions of minds at a time 
when they are at such a developing stage." 

T
ony Robinson is best known for his 
work in television comedy — BBC's 
Blackadder and Channel 4's Who Dares 
Wins. His many other activities include 

political campaigning with the Labour Par-
ty, Chairmanship of the Bristol Old Vic 
theatre and recently, exploration of his inte-
rest in children's entertainment. 

"I trained at a children's theatre in Bir-
mingham in the late '60s. By the time my 
own children were of television watching 
age, like most actors I was out of work half 
the time, and so was propped up in front of 
the television with them. 

"I developed a kind of critique of chil-
dren's t.v. I think it's the most significant 
type of television there is. It has more effect 
on its audience than any other. I bet if 
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asked you to list a number of programmes 
that you saw when you were a child you 
would find it incredibly easy. Whereas if I 
said to you 'What have you seen in the last 
month?' you would find it difficult to cap-
ture a strong memory of them." 

Tony Robinson turned his 'critique' of 
modern children's entertainment to prac-
tical effect when he initiated the series, Fat 
Tulip's Garden as a response to the Jatkanory 
genre. 

"I felt that what was called story telling on 
t.v. wasn't really story-telling. It was usually 
somebody sitting in the anodyne environ-
ment of a studio reading a book off an auto-
cue. Well you don't tell stories in the same 
way you read a book. You tell stories 
because you are passionate about them. 
The real story tellers on television seem to 
me to be people like Jonathan Miller, 
Magnus Pyke and Patrick Moore — those 
madmen who are obsessed with what they 
are talking about." 

The interest in children's television is a 
continuing one. "I've just finished making a  

new series for BBC Children's which I 
wrote, called Maid Marian and her Merry Men. I 
spent, oh at least an hour researching the 
history of Robin Hood, and discovered that 
the man was a total arse-head. 

"The person who actually ran the game 
was Maid Marian — surrounded by these 
incompetents. I have also produced two 
Asterix-type comic books to go along with 
the series." 

The whole concept of children's televi-
sion in the long term though, he feels is 
under threat. 

"We are in a situation where we may lose 
children's television altogether. Under the 
Government's broadcasting plans, inde-
pendent television will no longer have a 
responsibility to produce children's pro-
grammes. Given that children's t.v. doesn't 
make money and that they are capitalist 
organisations whose raison d'etre is profit, 
they won't want to. Satellite television is 
prepared to invest £5000 an hour in chil-
dren's broadcasting, which means they 
won't have enough money to make pro-
grammes. They will simply buy in American 
imports — The Lucy Show, My Favourite Martian 
. . . 

And more of these cartoons which arc no 
more than extended toy advertisements? 

"That's right, the Transformer-type ad-
verts. Then the BBC will be under such 
pressure to maintain its ratings in the face of 
this cheap flood of imports that it will begin 
to erode its children's t.v. base. 

"We have already seen that with the in-
troduction of Neighbours. the response from 
the BBC is likely to be more 'family enter-
tainment', which really means grown-up en-
tertainment with the odd kid. What we've 
seen in America where deregulation has 
taken place is that the only new series being 
made for network television is Sesame Street. 
It will almost certainly go the same way here 
unless there is some condition placed on 
independent companies." 

A, 
 s an active member of the campaign 

British Action for Children's Televi-
sion, how does he see the problem 

eing resolved? Can the government 
be persuaded to amend the White Paper? 

"I got a letter only this morning to say 
that there will be a mass rally of church 
people in London to persuade the govern-
ment to do just that. I don't think all is lost 
yet. Hopefully an interview like this will 
alert a few more people to the erosion of 
liberty that takes place within the context of 
this White Paper. 

This Autumn Tony Robinson is writing 
seven more Maid Marians, working on a 
story telling series set in Israel, Blood & 
Honey, and filming the fourth Blackadder ser-
ies, which will go out at the end of the year. 
With all these projects to fit in, his role in 
local politics has been squeezed out. 

"It's a question of negotiations between 
me and my girlfriend. Our two kids are now 
10 and 13. I had considered going on the list 
for the Euro elections, but I . . . lost the 
negotiations! I think I'll probably lose most 
of them until both kids are well settled at 
comprehensive. M 

children's 
tv-what's 
the story? 

"I think a lot of our fantasy life and our whole vision of various 
social aspects comes through the television that we watch as 

children," says actor and comedian Tony Robinson. He talks to 
Stephen Naysmith for Scottish Child. 



Tony Robinson - the Fate of Children's TV.? 
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Housing -The Tenant 

lousing - Country Cottage 

Housing -The Politician. John Mackay when Scottish Office Minister 

at a conference on tenant participation. 

  

Housing -The Professional. Laurie Nauman. Director of the 

Scottish Council for the Single Homeless. 
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REALITY TESTING 
Arvi 

 ccording to the South Queensferry 
Fair programme. there arc at least 
three possible origins of the 'Burry 

an' tradition. The most recent, and 
least plausible explanation, is that the 
custom stems from the time when Prince 
Charles Edward Stuart hid in a wood near 
the town and camouflaged himself with 
twigs and branches. 

It is likely that the Burry Man's origins 
are more ancient and more universal. A 
modern survival of the Scape Goat? Oi 
since his appearance at your gate is consi-
dered a sign of good health and good luck. 
the spirit of growth and fertility? 

So much for the speculation. What of the 
facts? In the one photograph the Burry Man 
may look rather menacing as he strides up 
the High Street with his escorts. In the 
other, the child looks curious, rather than 
afraid. Where lies the truth? 

The problem, and the strength, of pho-
tography is that its images represent not so 
much the last word on 'reality', as always an 
interpretation of it. Every photographer, ie 
anyone with a camera, can select an item for 
examination by pressing the shutter button. 
Everyone has something original to say 
through the medium. 

In the educational traditions many Scots 
have experienced however, 'knowing that' 
is rated more highly than 'knowing how'. It 
was Bertrand Russell who drew the impor- 

tant distinction between 'knowing how' and 
'knowing that' — to know that something is 
the case may yield insights; to know how to 
do, or why, encourages, not passive accep-
tance, but thought. An education for free-
dom in society. 

Yet judging by current discussions on the 
teaching of history, the national curriculum 
and the testing of primary school children, 
learning could he lost to a concentration on 

Learning is so often a passive 
fact-gathering experience, 
argues Stewart Seale. He 

looks at the use of 
photography in starting an 
active learning process for 

change. 

the acquisition of 'facts'. Compulsory edu-
cation has alienated as many people as it has 
enlightened, frequently extinguishing their 
innate curiousity. 

It is worth reflecting on the fact(!) that 
when complulsory education was first 
mooted in Britain, the motivations for it 
ranged widely. The submissions made to 
Parliament included as many keen to pre-
vent social unrest, to avoid over-educating 
the masses, and to provide for the needs of  

industry and society. as to benefit children 
by freeing them from ignorance and broa-
dening their minds. 

Which raises the question of the indivi-
dual's place in, and the influence of, the 
now devalued notion of community. Pho-
tography has been used to portray and des-
cribe communities, and some independent 
photographers have specifically attempted 
to document and criticise social life. 

B
ut more significantly, photography 
has also been used to encourage 
people to engage actively in the pro-
cess of development and change. 

Rather than have changes imposed upon 
them. An advanced application in the field 
of adult education is described in Rake In 
Scotland reviewed here. 
The adult learning project outlined uses 
photography as a means to starting discus-
sions in a learner-centred education pro-
cess, often leading to social and community 
action. Similarly, community workers, 
youth workers and teachers have used pho-
tography as an enabling medium in learn-
ing. 

So the collection of photographs ga-
thered here is no more factual about ancient 
fears in South Queensfcrry, or how housing 
is managed in Scotland, or knowing your-
self, than any other. It can only ever start a 
process of inquiry. 

What do you think? M 
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LIBERATING LEARNING 
Acknowledged as "a sustained experiment 
in applying the principles of the Brazilian 
adult educationist, Paulo Freire, in a West-
ern post-industrial urban environment", 
the Gorgie-Dalry Adult Learning Project is 
located on the western edge of Edinburgh's 
city centre. 

In contrast with the passive traditional 
styles of education, which in the main still 
grip Scotland, "starting where people are" 
is central to a Freirian approach to learning. 
In our education system still, a huge propor-
tion of young people in Scotland leave 
school at the first opportunity. This, in spite 
of the threat of unemployment and the 
sometimes dubious appeal of Youth Train-
ing schemes. It is not just the adult educa-
tionists who have something to learn from 
the Third World. 

Freire makes it plain that he is not anti-
authority. He argues simply that authority 
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ought to be a liberating not a constricting 
force. The knowledge of 'experts' is for dis-
cussion, not to be taken for granted. In this 
fascinating and challenging new book, the 
Kirkwoods show how informal and liberat-
ing methods can be used in Scotland. A 
powerful case is made, through step by step 
demonstration, for the shift from learning 
to action. 'Formal' education should pay 
close attention! 

The value in beginning an educational 
process with the participants' agenda, not 
that imposed by policy makers and profes-
sionals, is underlined. The action described 
centres around such topics as living in 
Gorgie-Dairy', 'Popular Television', 
'Women and Health', 'On Being Scottish', 
'Play in the Terraces'. and 'Computer 
Workshop', - an eclectic collection of learn-
ing and action themes. The authors succeed  

in conveying the vibrancy experienced by 
visitors to the project. 

The book combines several elements - 
the story of the project, an examination of 
Freire's educational philosophy, detailed 
case studies, and a reflective consideration 
of the influence of the project on partici-
pants and vice versa. 

In its broad sweep, this book will appeal 
to a wide readership, no doubt including 
some of Freire's 'oppressors' and 'experts'. 
Those to whom Freire's work and life are 
primarily devoted - the dispossesed and 
marginalised -may not find the text so ap-
pealing. 

As is shown in the section 'The Influence of 
ALP', people in Gorgie-Dalry are well able 
to state how contact with the project has 
affected them. It would be worth consid-
ering another publication by and for local  

people. It was the campaign by the project's 
participants after all, which helped to se-
cure the relatively permanent funding it 
now enjoys. 

Nor is the learning open to the accusation 
of parish pump concerns. The photography 
'Workshop in the project is inviting people 
from outside the area to contribute to a 
national exhibition in 1990. Suggestions for 
the 'Scotland and its People' theme can be 
sent to Stan Reeves, Adult Learning Pro-
ject, 184 Dairy Road, Edinburgh. 

Stewart Seale 

LIVING ADULT EDUCATION - FRIERE IN SCOT-
LAND Gerri Kirkwood, Colin Kirkwood. Published 
by the Open University in association with the 
Scottish Institute of Adult and Continuing Educa-
tion. 
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LOOKING BACK 

DISAPPEARING 

F
rom my first day in Hong Kong, aged 
eleven, I noticed the beggars, the race 
of waiters at the clubs, the overcrowd-
ing of the city centre and the peace and 

quiet on the outskirts. But of course I did 
not make the connections. 

The five minute Star Ferry ride across the 
harbour had two classes, making one woo- 
den seat more desirable than another. Some 
bus routes to areas with a large percentage 
of non-indigenous residents were served by 
more comfortable, newer and therefore 
safer vehicles. A bus travelling to such an 
area from a part of the city where few Euro- 
peans, Americans and Australians worked, 
such as Northpoint or Causeway Bay, 
would interestingly enough, be of the stan-
dard clapped-out variety. 

In these early teenage years, such blatant 
examples of social grading went largely un-
noticed. At fifteen, listening with increased 
interest to the opinions of the more en-
lightened teachers at school, delving into 
books and newspapers, although not fully 
understanding why, or demanding to know 
why, I began to appreciate the existence of 
social injustice. 

Dark, hot portraits of of disillusioned col-
onials far from home, feelings of not really 
belonging anywhere through the barriers of 
distance and language — to the hopelessly 
romantic imaginations of my friends and 1, 
Graham Greene suggested that our own 
situation was the stuff of novels. Not only 
that, but by implication here was a great 
writer who 'understood' us. And so, we felt 
we 'understood' our own colonial outpost 
We didn't. 

What we could not see as unwary youths. 
was the double meaning of everything 
around us. The fact is that the society which 
produces and produces, meeting all the tiny 
demands of the consumer, from market 
stalls selling bean curd to the opulence of 
the waterfront restaurants, can overlook 
those aspects of social life — like the right to 
food and shelter and the right to political 
expression — not conducive to the making of 
money.. 

With ghettoism part and parcel of expa-
triate life, it was not surprising that the par-
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ties and bars I frequented with my friends 
were those where I knew there would be 
other Britons, Americans and Australians. 
Activities demanding less social interaction 
— going to see a film, or to eat a hamburger — 
could be done alongside the rest of the 
population. Being cut off from the indige-
nous youth by language (not even attempt-
ing to learn Cantonese, and so ruling out the 
chances of intelligent conversation with the 
local kids), the immediate instinct was to 
stick together. Visiting football teams such  

as Manchester United, West Brom, and 
even Grasshoppers Zurich could be guaran-
teed a vociferous support from army per-
sonnel stationed in Hong Kong, and from 
schoolkids hungry for something which was 
identifiably from 'home'. 

Judging from television advertising in 
Hong Kong, the local youth culture cons-
isted solely of smoking, drinking beer on 
yachts and throwing chicken legs into bar-
becue pits. What no theatre? No music? No 

Events in the Far East are regarded through the context of 

memory by Keith Hughes and Mark Ogle. 

Notes on American Power 
I first heard of the 7th Fleet in 1954, soon after McArthur nearly nuked Korea. 
But then America to me was my friend Butch who played baseball 
And the lady my parents knew with the pearl handled pistol in her handbag 
Who worked for the C.I.A. 
Butch and I chewed gum and played war games 
In the rusting sand filled wrecks of tanks along the beach 
And once a year got good seats to watch the Generalissimos American made army 
Parade deafeningly through Taipei. 
While cooks and houseboys were called up 
To crouch under shell fire on the honeycombed rocks of Quemoy and Matsu 
We sang 'Back to the Mainland' with the amah 
But never got back there, to the land that didn't (officially) exist. 
America was status filled as the air conditioning at the 'Friends of China' club 
Where we went ten pin bowling and the ragged Chinese boys replaced 
The pins we rumbled over; as the school with clean iced water 
And paper cups where cycle rickshaws waited in the noon heat to carry us home. 
I can taste even now the 'C' rations at Sun Moon Lake, the steaks we ate, 
The sweetened condensed milk of your bounty, America. 
Every Christmas I hoped for the U.S.S. Saratoga from the P.X.' 
Where all nations schemed to shop, and carefully stuck 
Your airforce emblems onto the Mustangs and Tornadoes that I made. 
In my 3-D pop-up books, your sky scrapers 
Sprang from the page like missiles ready for the launch .... 
....Never did I think of you as other than generous and good, 
While the eyes of an old cruel continent gazed obsequiously on 
An ignorant child noisily firing his plastic Colt. 45 
Who returned to England with an accent that took years to lose. 

Mark Ogle April 1986 

* The American shopping compound where the best quality goods were sold and for 

which a permit was required that was extremely valuable. 



USES 

interest in politics, history, literature? Of 
course there was, but those sorts of interests 
can break down barriers, promote co-
operation, and tip the balance away from 
money, privilege, and perceived diffe-
rences. And in Hong Kong or elsewhere, 
that is not where the interests of capital 
lie. 

I spoke to as many Chinese children of 
my own age during one ten-day school trip 
to Canton, than I did over the whole of my 
six years in Hong Kong. During a visit to a 
secondary school for example, each 
member of our party was introduced to a 

Cantonese kid and left to converse with 
them. The fact that I could not speak their 
language again meant that true communica-
tjon was difficult. English being the langu-
age that we spoke in, I invariably asked the 
questions which led us straight into aspects 
of my culture. Unconsciously assuming that 
because my hosts could speak English they 

would be able to relate to Western culture 
as a whole, I was surprised when the girl I 
was paired with claimed to have never 
heard of the Beatles! 

When people ask, as they often do, what 
Hong Kong was like to live in, I can ho-
nestly reply that I enjoyed my childhood 
there. It was interesting and exciting. And 
yes, Hong Kong is a lively place, packed 
with colour and noise and the smells of 
cooking from markets and streetside stalls. 
I have also to add that I would not choose to 
live there as an adult. 

B
ut as they prepare for 1997, the Hong 
Kong people are facing the implica-
tions of the end of British colonial 
rule. The political repercussions of 

recent events in China have been a further 
source of anxiety among the Hong Kong 
population. They are angry at Britain for 
acting like the colonial ruler it has always 
been. The indigenous population has been, 
above all a workforce, whose use to the 
ruling nation can disappear at any time. 
What chance now will they have to become 
responsible for their political and social fu- 
ture? M 

Keith Hughes 

Hong Kong Ferry 
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RIGHT ON! LEARNING 
TO BE STRANGERS  

Rights have received much attention in the 1980s. Yet how do 
individual rights relate to other fundamental questions about the 

kind of society we live in? Rosemary Milne examines the balance 
between rights and needs. 

T
he relatively muted protest by young 
people at 1980s government policies in 
employment training, housing and 
benefit has been puzzling to some. Yet 

possibilities for collective action are vastly 
reduced if your energies must be directed 
constantly to finding accommodation, work 
and enough money to survive on. And the 
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acquisition of moral and legal rights in the 
area of social life usually has been quite 
closely associated with the attainment of 
some measure of economic self-
determination. Just as much as the young 
unemployed and homeless and many 
women still do today, workers understood 
in the 16th century that control of the condi- 

tions of one's working life, indeed access to 
the job market at all, is an important prere-
quisite for the extension of the struggle for 
rights into other areas of social life. Put 
simply, it is difficult, if not impossible to 
agitate for the vote, or for your right to 
belong to a trade union if your basic ma-
terial needs of food and shelter are unmet. 

As far as the younger, school-age child 
goes, economic self-sufficiency is not even 
in question. Parents or substitute parents in 
the form of state or voluntary agencies con-
trol all but the most minor expenditure, 
where the child lives, where he or she is 
schooled, doctored, and by whom. The 
campaign for more rights for the school-age 
and under school-age child has almost 
exclusively focused on the child's situation wi-
thin the family. 

Historically the fight to gain rights by one 
group acting against another or against the 
state, has often been achieved by ferocious 
and bloody conflict. Events this year in Chi-
na are only the most recent example of this. 
But I am not aware that children, in Britain 
at least, are currently going in huge 
numbers to the barricades to demand new 
rights for themselves and to protect those 
they already have. 

At present children acquire legal rights at 
a younger age in Scotland than in England. 
In fact a Scottish private member's Bill is 
currently going through Parliament which if 
passed, will change the Scottish law and 
bring it much closer in line with England. I 
doubt if any Scottish children know of these 
moves. Indeed! doubt if many Scottish chil-
dren are at all aware of their existing rights 
as under-16 year-olds. Children's rights are in 
the main hotly argued about by adults. Not 
by children. 

To give further evidence of this, I know 
that in the year I was co-directing the Scott-
ish Child Law Centre about 95% of phone 
calls and written enquiries were from adults 
— parents, grandparents and social workers 
for the most part. I can recall a handful from 
teenagers and none at all from children 
under 12— the evidence is that that position 
has not changed through the centre's sec-
ond year. 

Now, you can argue that this was the 
result of how we promoted ourselves — Child-
Line has been very effective in demonstrat-
ing that where a service is made readily 
available to children they will use it. The 
fact remains however, that a child's right to 
be heard, to attend discussions about his or 
her future, to decide where he or she will 
live and with which parent, to have inde-
pendent representation, and all the other 
rights one hears about, are as likely to be a 
hot topic of conversation among children as 
the European election results. 

Certain minority groups contradict this 
pattern — the Who Cares? movement springs 
to mind. But the children who belong to 
that group, share certain kinds of expe-
rience which have given them fairly pressing 
reasons for organising together to lobby for 
more rights. Poor parenting followed by a 
series of substitute adult carers may have 
left them with little sense of security as re-
gards the ability of adults to look after their 



interests. Furthermore, the fact of being in 
care means that their battle to gain more 
rights is not conducted against their own 
parents but against an authority or an insti-
tution with which generally they identify 
less closely. 

The economic dependency of the child on 
his family is only one tiny part of the whole 
picture — indeed, it turns out on closer exa-
mination to be possibly no thore than a 
symptom, a material sign, of a dependency 
of a more important though less visible 
kind: emotional dependency. 

The isolated nature of modern family life 
is another factor we must consider when 
looking at why children are not more act-
ively involved in the campaign for greater 
rights. The Who Cares? organisation was set 
up both because the children who started it 
were dissatisfied with their conditions of life 
and because they were living together in 
large children's homes. 

So if this children's rights movement is 
generally not a children's movement at all 
what is it really about? I would suggest that 
there are two main issues to consider. 

The first is that it is a mistake to see the 
campaign for more rights for children like 
any other struggle for rights. Historically it 
does not belong with other examples re-
ferred to, of the individual's fight against 
the encroaching state. If anything it is the 
opposite of that — the onward march of the 
regulation of the family, described by 
writers such as Donzelot and Foucault. The 
modern campaign to restrict the powers of 
parents over their children, to decide what 
is 'good enough parenting' and to enhance 
the independent rights of children is the 
direct descendant of 18th and 19th century  
moves by social reformers. It was the 
mother, Jacques Donzelot tells us, who was 
made the agent of the state within the 
home, to bring about improvements in the 
health and education of children. We are 
told that the reason for the introduction of 
these measures was that they were a necess-
ary part of the development of the capitalist 
state: the rythyms of industrial production 
require a healthy, well-regulated supply of 
labour. 

Those who see the state in a more benign 
light may choose to place greater emphasis 
on the civilising advances that these mea-
sures represented and the enhanced quality 
of life for children arising out of the re-
forms. Whatever explanation you favour, it 
remains the case that many of those who are 
pro-rights nowadays for children are clearly 
still suspicious of the uncontrolled power of 
the family. 

C
onsider for a moment the elaborate, 
on paper at least, assessment pro-
cesses to which prospective foster pa-
rents are subjected. They have a 

more than practical function. They act also 
as a kind of ritual designed to set such fami-
lies apart from the 'ordinary' family. And 
even so, note the ambivalence which often 
persists among professionals towards the 
foster family, whether this ambivalence 
takes the form of what I call 'salt-of-the-
earth' praise - 

'we couldn't manage without them, they  

are the backbone of our child care sy-
stem'; 

or its equally common opposite - 

'confidentiality demands that we look 
very carefully at the information we share 
with foster families about the children they 
receive'. 

It is these origins which explain why the 
debate is largely initiated by professionals 
and not by children, nor, except defensively 
by parents. 

This leads onto the second point. The 
shared concern for the welfare of children 
which binds professionals together against 
the anarchy of the non-professional world, 
is in practice submerged by a conflict of a 
different sort which tends to drive them 
apart: the conflict of professional ideologies 
about 'what is best for children'. 

The bureaucratic welfare state such as we 
have had in Britain since the second World 
War has done nothing at all to alter the basic 
balance of power in the country. Neverthe-
less, few would deny that it has been at least 
moderately successful in spreading services 
around the community in a more equitable 
way than was ever previously the case. This 
has been its great merit. 

However on the debit side, these 
bureaucracies have swollen into empires, 
with complex internal systems supported by 
a whole range of systems procedures and 
protocols. 

"I know how it feels to be 
powerless. In this 

organisation I am the child!" 

A bureaucracy, whether legal, social 
work or any other, operates within the fra-
mework of its own professional ideology. 
This ideology both depends on and further 
reinforces a marked compartmentalisation 
of knowledge. Specialisation is the name of 
the game — and very thankful we are in some 
ways, that this is so. The difficulty is that the 
human service industry is staffed by profes-
sionals or their trainees, whose very liveli-
hood, let alone self-esteem may depend on 
demonstrating that they have a set of skills 
and insights which others do not have. 

If you add to this the management struc-
tures, usually strongly hierarchical, and the 
selective sharing of information, not just 
across bureaucracies but within them - 
usually vertically downwards -you begin to 
see the obstacles which lie in the way of a 
non-aligned discussion of an issue like chil-
dren's rights. 

When new procedures are introduced in 
the aftermath of a social work crisis or a 
hospital scandal, do those who have to carry 
them out have a clear sense of what the 
thinking was which led to the changes? Did 
they feel as if they had a part in shaping the 
changes? Perhaps sometimes but certainly 
not always. It is this which partly explains 
why you will find within these large depart-
ments pockets of worker dissent -those who 
argue vehemently for the consolidation and 
extension of children's rights are speaking 
for themselves as much as for the chil-
dren: 

'I know how it feels to be powerless. In 
this organisation I am the child.' 

P
art of the difficulty lies in the fact that 
bureaucracies are not created with 
people in mind. They score poorly in 
terms of staff development, being 

more concerned with ends than with means. 
The law has come to have a similar orienta-
tion, especially in recent years — Bills are 
debated and made law, often with scant 
time allowed for a proper examination of 
the issues. There is every reason to feel 
alarmed. A society which sets a high value 
on 'getting there' and little value on how to 
do so, is one where learning in the broadest 
sense is no longer valued for itself. 

Bureaucracies restrict opportunities for 
open debate because to do otherwise would 
interfere with their authority in terms of the 
workflow and the priorities set by manage-
ment. Workers in such organisations who 
are made to feel powerless by this system 
may become ardent advocates of children's 
rights, not because they feel part of this 
regulatory state apparatus but because they 
come to over-identify with the child. The ef-
fect of all this, is to create a situation of 
some a danger for children. 

The following quotations will perhaps 
begin to explain why: 

The first is from an article by Professor 
Fred Stone in the June issue of this ma-
gazine. He says the following: 

'. . . What are the basic needs of a young 
child in the interests of healthy develop-
ment? I propose to focus on two. The need 
for affection and the need for security. 

'It is difficult to define what we mean 
when we talk about giving a child security. 
We know that children vary greatly in their 
sense of security. Perhaps one of the most 
important aspects is the sense of belonging. 
Secure children have a clear sense of 
belonging to something which is bigger than 
themselves . . . a family if they are for-
tunate. . . and the family in turn belongs to 
something larger than itself, which is the 
community.' 

The second is from the contemporary 
Scottish moral philosopher, Alasdair McIn-
tyre who writes as follows about the cult of 
individualism as it has developed since the 
18th century: 

'it contains within itself a note of realism 
about modern society. Modern society is 
often at least in surface appearances, no-
thing but a collection of strangers, each pur-
suing his or her own interests. We still of 
course, even in modern society, find it 
difficult to think of family, colleagues and 
other genuine communities in this way; but 
even our thinking about those is invaded to 
an increasing degree by individualistic con-
ceptions, especially in the law courts. 
'If this kind of individualism is the basis for 
our engagment in social life, it becomes 
increasingly difficult to find a place for the 
notion of desert and reward in relation to 
the common tasks of the community.' 

These passages seem to bring back into 
the foreground neglected aspects in the chil-
dren's right question which demand our ur-
gent attention. I refer to the place of needs 
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in any debate about the rights of children 
and to the importance of community in the 
development of the individual. 

Michael Ignatieff in his book The Needs of 
Strangers has also made a thorough study of 
the relationship of needs to rights. 

'In the attempt to defend the principle 
that needs do make rights, it is possible to 
forget about the range of needs which can-
not be specified as rights and to let them slip 
out of the language of politics. Rights langu-
age offers a rich vernacular for the claims 
the individual may make on or against the 
collectivity, but it is relatively impoverished 
as a means of expressing the individuals' 
needs for the collectivity.' 

If we persist in talking in the language of 
rights, Ignatieff says, we deprive ourselves 
of ways of expressing our dependency on 
the community — this larger whole which 
Fred Stone tells us we need to belong to for 
our proper development. McIntyre adds a 
further warning — the basis of moral society 
is put at risk when the individual's rights 
become the chief criteria of justice. 

The Children's Hearing System has been 
criticised repeatedly by rights activists as 
being a poor defender of children's rights. 
Families are not usually legally represented 
at a hearing which is held in a private room 
with parents present throughout the pro-
ceedings. There is some evidence that the 
'formal rights' lobby has made some impact 
on the thinking about the Children's Hear-
ing System, if we are to judge by certain of 
the proposed changes in the Child Care Law 
Review which has been taking place over 
the past year or so. 

But perhaps before we all hasten to 
embrace the idea that external safeguards 
like legal representatiyes are the surest way 
to protect rights, we should pause and con-
sider what the penalties are likely to be. As 
far as the adult courts are concerned, we do 
have some idea where an emphasis on the 
the use of the traditional legal processes as 
guardians of childrens' rights might lead us: 
in England for child abuse cases, in the 
direction of screens and videolinks and in 
Scotland likewise, albeit more slowly and, 
thanks to the Scottish Law Commission, 
with slightly more considered examination 
of the problems. It takes us in other words, 
towards limited change within the same 
overarching system. 

This is inevitable, given the status of the 
courts. They, more than all the other 
bureaucracies, are the embodiment of the 
powerful state — all Citizens absolutely sub-
ject to the court's authority regardless of 
rank or age. 

S
ome adults working with abused chil-
dren are known to argue that it is 
important for the child to be able to 
hear the offender's guilt confirmed in 

court. Others will argue just as passionately 
that children are generally not helped by 
having to undergo that kind of ordeal. What 
both sides in this debate fail to take account 
of is that as far as the courts are concerned 
such considerations are an irrelevance. The 
law will not allow its professional authority 
to be subject to any other's. This catastro- 

phic splitting of the process of legal arbitra-
tion from its social context is fundamental 
to the maintenance of the image of imparti-
ality on which a state legal system de-
pends. 

It is a tribute to the power of the court 
model that in all this discussion there has, as 
far as I am aware, been relatively little ques-
tioning about whether an adversarial trial is 
the only way to deal with criminal cases 
involving children and their carers. 

But if you make the kinds of connections 
which thinkers like Fred Stone, Alasdair 
McIntyre, Michael Ignatieff and many 
others have done, you can see that the self-
containedness of the court trial makes it 
probably the least appropriate way to go 
about dealing with these matters. 

What if they are right about the impor-
tance of the wider context, the family and 
the collective, to emotional and moral deve-
lopment? What if we as the present genera-
tion of adults are guardians of that moral 
social life, see that those handling cases in-
volving children have to behave as if the 
child and his or her future wellbeing are 
central to the case? We would have to at 
least review notions that the child's function 
is primarily to be a useful accessory to the 
state's other purposes of prosecution. 

Perhaps we ought to remind ourselves 
that these are not the utopian ravings of an 

"catastrophic splitting from 
the social context is 

fundamental to the image of 

impartiality on which the 
state legal system depends." 

isolated few. The moral duty to ensure the 
child's healthy development is enshrined in 
Principle 2 of the UN Declaration of Rights 
of the Child - 

'The child shall enjoy special protection 
and shall be given opportunities and facili-
ties by law and by other means, to enable 
him to develop physically, mentally, 
morally, spiritually, and socially in a heal-
thy and normal manner and irrconditions of 
freedom and dignity. hi the enactment of 
laws for this purpose the best interests of the 
child shall be the paramount considera-
tions.' 

With these duties in mind, we must look 
for a system which puts at least as high a 
priority on process and context as on out-
comes. 

It will not come as a surprise to you to 
learn that if these are our criteria, far from 
seeing the Children's Hearing System as 
weak on children's rights, I think in its philo-
sophy and operation it comes closer than 
any system we have yet devised, to protect-
ing children's rights to belong and to parti-
cipate in decisions about their lives so that they 
may eventually take on the tasks of adul-
thood. In philosophical terms it does this by 
concentrating on the needs of the whole 
child and it translates this philosophy into 
practice by means of a hearing which has a 
clear remit: 

First of all to explain in plain language the 
reasons for the child's appearance at a hear-
ing and to hear whether these reasons are 
accepted by the child and parents; 

Second, when the reasons are accepted, 
to engage the family in the process of 
decision-making by a full and frank 
exchange of ideas and views; 

And third, as a result of this discussion, to 
take a decision and to explain to child and 
parents the reasons for that decision, their 
right of appeal against it, and the procedu-
res for review. 

The keynotes are quality of information, 
quality of communication and the protec-
tion of formal rights by the use of proce-
dural safeguards. 

I
t sounds, indeed it is, a simple enough 
formula. But of course its simplicity is 
what makes it difficult. For, in the 45 — 60 
minutes of unstructured discussion which 

makes up the main part of a hearing, panel 
members and families are likely to have to 
talk about exceedingly testing and painful 
matters. They will do this together -panel 
members do not retire to consider their 
decision. 

It used to be fashionable to talk about the 
'red' model of welfare justice and the 'blue' 
model of due process justice. In that case, 
without wishing to claim more for the 
system than is due to it, it's perhaps not too 
fanciful to describe the Children's Hearing 
System as a 'green tinged' model of justice. 
A green model of justice would be one 
which, instead of seeing children's rights in 
terms of a kind of checklist of demands, 
would see them as part of a whole interlock-
ing, interdependent system of rights of 
adults and children. 

Although this view of rights is based on 
an essentially optimistic view of human na-
ture, it is not a naive plea for the disregard 
of the very real wrongs which are perpe-
trated against children by some adults. It 
recognises that where a child has been 
harmed by someone he or she loves and 
trusts, there is a need for more than retribu-
tion. Our duties to that child do not stop at 
ensuring that no further harm comes to him 
or her from that or other adults. That child 
retains the right to try to achieve 'whole-
ness' as an adult, crucial to which is the 
chance to form satisfactory relationships. 
Children do need to be heard, to be be-
lieved, to have a say in what happens to 
those who injure them, to express their 
anger. Equally though, when a child has 
been betrayed, abandoned or injured by a 
parent, he or she has other rights which we 
may find hard to tolerate: the right to go on 
loving the inadequate, harmful adult, from 
whom he or she may have been separated, 
without fear of our opprobrium or in-
comprehension. 

'Know thyself was the advice of the Del-
phic oracle. It still campt be bettered as 
advice for those of us who work and live 
with children. It is self-knowledge which 
will give us the necessary insights into the 
complexity of children's rights. And it is 
self-knowledge which will lead us out of the 
limits of our professional understandings 
back to the universal human experience of 
being a child. 
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10 and 11 January, 1990 
Pearce Institute, 840 Govan Road, Govan, Glasgow 
Noam Chomsky, Professor of Linguistics and 
Philosophy at the Massachussets Institute of 
Technology and America's foremost radical thinker, 
will lead off the proceedings with a keynote address 
on Wed 10th January on the theme - 

Self-Determination — a life task and a political task 

Self-determination is a key issue, not just in modern 
Scotland, but for all peoples at all points in history. How we 
determine our lives as individuals, and how power is 
determined between groups and interests in a society, is 
the stuff, not only of 'politics', but of life itself. 

Common sense and Freedom is the title of a day long 
seminar on Thursday 11th January. Led off by Noam 
Chomsky, the day will explore the Common Sense tradition 
of knowing the world. Strongly supported in Scottish 
philosophical traditions, 'common sense' takes the view 
that we innately 'know'. Consequently imperial power 
interests attack the common sense tradition, if only to 
preserve their own right to govern. 

Other contributors on both days include: 

Kathy Acker, George Davie, Alasdair Gray, Hamish 
Henderson, James Kelman, Jackie Kay, Tom Leonard, 
Sorley Maclean, Tom Raworth, Mandlenlcosi Langa and 
Mongone Serote. 

ALSO Other guests, members of groups who have taken 
part in self-determined activity, writers and musicians. 

PLUS Books, workshops, stalls, exhibits, creche, catering 
and bar. 

AND following on from each day, two evenings of music, 
readings and ceilidh. 

COME TO ONE DAY OR BOTH 

BUT BOOK EARLY! 
This event is likely to be heavily oversubscribed. 
Applications should be received by October 31st. 

Organised and Supported by: 
EdinburghReview 

L"' L. Free University 

SELF-DETERMINATION 
AND POWER EVENT 
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Noam Chomsky 

NOAM CHOMSKY 

This is the era of the expert, the specialist, the person 
society pays to know. The expert is the person who gets 
paid a very large salary to define concepts like starvation, 
dampness in council housing, poverty, torture. The expert 
also redefines statistics such as the unemployment 
figures, infant mortality rates and so on. Some would 
argue that the real job of the expert is to obscure reality, to 
draw a veil over what is actually happening in the world. 

Aside from his work on international politics, Noam 
Chomsky is a major philosopher of this century. Central to 
his thesis is a very basic and apparently obvious point, that 
people can think for themselves. Everybody can know and 
everybody can judge. 

Another name for this is 'Common Sense'. In Scotland, as 
in France, there has been a very strong tradition in the 
philosophy of 'Common Sense — our entire education 
system used to be grounded on it. But for the past two or 
three hundred years political power has been held by 
those whose vested interests are in direct conflict with the 
entire notion of 'Common Sense'. 

Their line of thought has to justify their right to know what 
you need, no matter what you have to say on the subject. It 
also has to justify your loss of the right to argue the point. It 
is a philosophy that exists to ratify every form of 
exploitation, from colonial rule to slavery, from the 
suppression of trades unions to child prostitution. The 
history of the violation of human rights travels the same 
path as the history of the attack on 'Common Sense'. 

It is something of a 'coincidence' that where 'Common 
Sense' exists, so does the idea of 'freedom'; It is no 
accident that Noam Chomsky's work is banned in some 
countries in the world, and detested by the ruling 
minorities in almost every other. 

James Kelman 

"What you often find is that intellectuals are 
the most indoctrinated part of the population 
- they are the ideological managers, so they 

have to internalise the propaganda. They 
have to believe it. 

People who are independent-minded and 
cannot be trusted to be obedient don't make 

it (in journalism and the academic 
professions) - they're often filtered out along 

the way." 

YES, I want to attend the Self-Determination and Power event. 
Please send me full details and event programme. 

Send me, . . tickets for SELF-DETERMINATION — A LIFE TASK 
AND A POLITICAL TASK for Wednesday 10th January, 1990 at 
E10 each (unwaged E6) including snack lunch. 

Send me . . . tickets for COMMON SENSE AND FREEDOM for 
Thursday 11th January 1990 at £10 each (unwaged E6) including 
snack lunch. 

I need ... place(s) for children aged ... in the creche on 
 (dates). 

Send Cheques (or banker's draft in pounds sterling) for total 
amount and make payable to: SELF-DETERMINATION EVENT 

NAME  

ADDRESS  

TEL  

So that the organisers can make up balanced discussion 
groups as part of the programme on each day, please state your 
OCCUPATION/AREA OF INTEREST  

Return this form with remittance to: Scottish Child, 4 Garrioch 
Drive, Glasgow G20 8RP 

Accommodation can be offered by the organisers. State your 
needs on this return, and give a day and evening telephone 
number. 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The Pearce Institute is sited adjacent to Govan Cross Shopping 
Centre on Govan Road. TRAIN If arriving in Glasgow by train at 
either Queen Street or Central Station, use the Underground 
Station at Buchanan Street, and alight at Govan Station, 

BUS Govan Bus Station is at Govan Cross, and is two minutes 
walk from the Pearce Institute. Use bus numbers 17, 23, and 34 
from Southside, and 23 & 24 (red bus) from town. 

CAR Leave the M8 motorway at Junction 23, proceed down 
Broomloan Road (past Ibrox Stadium) to Govan Road and turn 
left. Adjacent parking available. 



REVIEWS  

WHY CAN'T WE LIVE 
TOGETHER? 

THE SPRING BURN EXPERIENCE 

Gerard Hutchison and Mark O'Neill 

Polygon £6.95 pbk 

BEHIND THE SILICON CURTAIN - THE 

SEDUCTIONS OF WORK IN A LONELY 

ERA 

Dennis Hayes 

Free Association Books £9.95 

Colin Chalmers 
ME1111111111111111111 =111IINIM 

Changes in technology have always affected 
people's daily lives, nowhere more so than 
in their work. The changes are coming 
faster than ever now, and the impact on 
communities of these changes has never 
been more marked. Mining communites 
destroyed, factories moved between conti-
nents at the whim of multi-nationals, the 
creation of weaponry that threatens the 
existence of our planet - it is advances in 
technology, we are told, that have made 
such things inevitable. 

Some embrace these changes with open 
arms, while others reject them, wishing for 
a more 'humane' past. The recent rise in the 
Green vote highlights the enormous con-
cern there is with a free market, grab-it-now 
economic system geared up for 'progress' 
while remaining blind to the social and eco-
logical costs of its actions. 

These two books, to some extent, are 
concerned with the impact of technology on 
communities. The Springbum Experience chro-
nicles the rise of Springburn from a village 
on the outskirts of Glasgow in the 1840s to a 
major centre of locomotive manufacture, 
and its attempts to deal with unemployment 
as heavy industry declined. This is a book of 
oral history, giving voice to the people of 
Springburn themselves. And although the 
backdrop to the experiences and struggles 
of this community is a rapid expansion and 
then decline of manufacturing industry, the 
processes at work seem more about power 
and control over society than about the 
technology as such. Changes are imposed 
on the community from outside, and there  

is little sense of local people having a real 
say over what happens. 

A lot is said about the impact of work, 
and the way it is organised. The division 
between skilled and unskilled workers, 
limiting the extent to which the community 
could organise together, sectarianism, the 
lack of proper health and safety procedures. 
It is a world described with warmth for its 
sense of solidarity in adversity, rather than 
for its ability to seriously challenge the for-
ces outside the community that have 
decided its fate all along. 

Behind the Silicon Curtain is a very different 
book, about a very different culture. We are 
in Silicon Valley, California, the land of the 
bright new future. Breakthroughs in com-
puter and information technology are hap-
pening all the time, and life is lived in a style 
appropriate to such forward-thrusting acti-
vities. Yet what this book reveals is a land 
with a hollow heart, where individuals are 
cut off from each other, seeking solace in 
solitary pursuits like jogging, psychothe-
rapy and compulsive shopping. There is no 

'There is no need for gossip 
amongst workmates — the 

daily company news reports 
make it redundant' 

need for gossip amongst workmate - the 
daily company news reports make it redun-
dant, centralising the control of information 
in the process; there is no need for unions - 
workers negotiate their contracts indi-
vidually, and in companies such as IBM it is 
a sackable offence to tell another employee 
what you are earning. 

One of the striking aspects of the work 
carried out in Silicon Valley is how much it 
is concerned with military objectives, the 
building of ever more effective weapons of 
mass destruction. Computers have other 
uses of course, but their development is 
determined by the aims of arms manufac-
turers. How do people living in communi-
ties whose primary objective is the building 
of suicidal weaponry deal with their situa-
tion? Many try to exorcise the unhealthi-
ness of their work with an obsessive search 
for personal health through exercise and  

diet. One resident, Do Homan, constructed 
a huge peace monument while working at a 
nuclear explosion test site, seeing no con-
tradiction or connection between his job 
and his monument to displaced anxiety. 

The book quotes Christopher Lasch's 
comment that such a society doesn't make 
people "grasping and assertive but . . . it 
makes them weak and dependent". People 
in such a situation seem unable to grasp the 
need for compassion and care between 
people, incapable of changing the basis on 
which their work and lives are based. 

Two very different communities, but the-
re are striking similarities. Silicon valley has 
its own clear division between skilled and 
unskilled workers, only now it is 'core' and 
'periphery'. Health and safety, despite the 
most up to date technology, is still a major 
problem. And despite the fact that the two 
books deal with societies at very different 
phases of technological development, 
neither deal with free people. Those in con-
trol of Springburn and Silicon Valley seem 
equally remote. 

In Livingston, home of many a microelec-
tronic firm, mothers warn their daughters 
about going to work in their factories in 
much the same way that they used to warn 
their sons not to go down the pit. For many 
working class families the drudgery and 
poverty of work has not changed. Beatrix 
Campbell, writing on Livingston in a recent 
Guardian article, points out the alienation 
experienced by many people living in such 
an environment, but sees promise in the 
growth of self-help community groups 
amongst people, particularly women. But 
the lesson of these two books may well be 
that this is not enough - to maintain their 
humanity, communities will need to look 
beyond themselves to those who pull the 
strings. 

Thatcher's famous statement that "there 
is no such thing as society, only individuals 
and families" seems less ridiculous if it is 
seen for what it is - a statement of intent. 
The ghostly new towns of England, where 
the shopping centre is private property and 
closed at night, is a version of the future 
where indeed 'there is no such thing as soc-
iety' and there is simply no arena for the 
organisation of dissent. It is a brave new 
world that many people are coming to 
reject. • 
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REVIEWS 

SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN ... AGAIN 

... AGAIN ... AND AGAIN? 

Who Cares?' Scotland 

Sheila Ramsay 

At the "Who Cares?" Scotland conference 
in 1988 a group of young people who had 
been abused as children attended a 
workshop on child abuse. Those who took 
part felt that what they had to say was im-
portant enough to be heard by the many 
different professionals working with abused 
children. This booklet is the outcome. 

We know a lot more about child abuse 
than we used to. A body of research now 
exists as to the causes and effects, and we 
have sophisticated child protection systems. 
This is all very necessary, but there is a risk 
that in subtle ways, increased knowledge 

Listening and Hearing 
and more efficient systems might divert us 
from hearing what each individual child is 
trying to say. 

For the message which jumps out of these 
pages is that for each abused child, his or 
her experience is unique. If we don't hear 
that, if we lose sight of the individual child 
and what she/he is feeling, then the 'caring' 
system which we have set up to help can 
continue and compound the abuse again 
. . . and again . . . and again. 

The young people who speak tell us of 
their loneliness and, above all, their power-
lessness as their words are taken over and 
an intimidating adult system comes into ac-
tion. "I wanted to take the words back until 
I was ready to talk about it." 

"Question after question . . . but none of 
them listened to what I was saying."; "More 
strangers. More questions. Confusion. Ten- 

How can you communicate your own 
wishes and needs when you feel "confused, 
humiliated, guilty, frightened, and 
ashamed?" Feelings are expressed through 
self-destructive behaviour — "We punish 
ourselves, cutting ourselves, damaging our 
bodies, but most of all we damage ourselves 
inside where no one can see." 

It is possible to help abused children. This 
booklet tells about things that have helped — 
and it's usually been when someone, a resi-
dential worker, a social worker, or foster 
parent has really listened and heard what 
that young person was saying, what it was 
really like for them. 

Systems do not have to be overpowering 
and frightening. We create them and we can 
control how they operate. Individual needs 
should be at the centre of any child protec-
tion system, not peripheral to it. In this 
booklet, young people tell us forcefully and 
courageously what these needs are. Let's 
hope they are listened to this time. 

Sara Evans reviews the 
Children's Book Festival and 
the When We Were Young' 

exhibition in Edinburgh. 

Two very different conceptions of contem-
porary British childhood were thrown up 
during this year's Edinburgh Festival. 

The Children's Fair, part of the biannual 
Book Festival gave special attention to sto-
ry telling. Over thirty five story-telling ses-
sions were staged, including such famous 
authors as Roald Dahl, Leon Garfield, and 
Helen Cresswell, reading from their own 
works. 

Particularly popular were the stories told 
by the Midlothian and Edinburgh Youth 
Library teams. Traditional Scottish tales 
and modern fantasy were, some of them, 
accompanied by costumes characters — to 
the great delight of the audiences. 

It is this more than mere passive listening 
which makes story-telling such an imaginat-
ive and educative process. Story-telling, 
much more than often restrictive reading 
practices, gives the child's imagination a 
freer reign to develop. It is this quality to 
story-telling which as been captured by the 
Federation of Children's Book Groups who 
are planning a Story Aid project to cul-
minate in a National Tell a Story Week next 
year. 

A constructive and imaginative recrea-
tion of the world was something sadly lack-
ing in the When We Were Young exhibition 
documenting childhood in British art 1890 
to 1989, shown in the City Art Centre. 

Constructive Realities 

The choice of paintings failed to reveal 
any apparent critical contrast. Historically 
progressive criticism was out. The aesthe-
tically pleasing in. Attitudes towards chil-
dren the exhibition guide stated, have 
changed rapidly since the Victorian era. 
Children are recognised, it went on, as hav-
ing their own psychology and identity. 

Where we might have been expected to 
have been presented with images of the  

social realities of modern childhood, we got 
idealisation and mythology. Ironically the 
exhibit with possibly the most relevance to 
the condition of today's child was Evacuee by 
Lucien Freud, painted over forty years ago. 
A haunting portrayal this, of a tortured and 
resilient boy with a face too experience-
shattered for his years — applicable today as 
a child's confrontation not with an invading 
enemy, but with his own mother state. • 
Sara Evans 
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Children's Panels Face Resource Shortages 

Among the Contributors in 
this issue. 

Daniel Boyle lectures in Communi-
cation and Media Studies at 
Dundee College of Further Edu-
cation. His screenplays, Leaving 
and A View of Harry Clark were 
shown on BBC TV earlier this 
year. 

Colin Chalmers is a freelance 
writer and member of Scottish 
Child's editorial group. 

Nick Child is a child and family 
psychiatrist in Lanarkshire and 
active in the Association for 
Family Therapy. 

Carol Anne Davis is a freelance 
writer and journalist. 

Sara Evans recently graduated 
from Stirling University and is a 
freelance journalist. 

Keith Hughes is a Merseysider who 
has drifted north and does legal 
work in Edinburgh. He lived in 
Hong Kong from 1975 to 1981. 

Stephen Naysmith is a student at 
(ilasgow University. 

Mark Ogle works part-time, and 
looks after his baby daughter. 

Sheila Ramsay works in a child 
care team in Strathclyde Social 
Work Department. 

Gordon Rennie is a freelance 
\\ iitc! 

Stewart Seale is a freelance com-
munity photographer and con-
sultant who lives and works in 
South Queensferry. 

Helene Witcher is an Advisory 
leacher with the Ethnic Minori-
ties Group in Central Region. 
As a feminist and mother she has 
a personal commitment to anti-
sexist work. 

LAW 

According to the results of res-
earch announced last month, 
Scotland's much praised Chil-
dren's Panel System could be fai-
ling in its duties, particularly to 
older children and teenagers. 

The results of a three month 
study, 'Children's Hearings Dis-
posals in Relation to Resources', 
show up some possible 
deficiencies in the system, and 
wide regional variations in the 
ways children are processed. 
Andrew Lockyer, Chairman of 
Strathclyde Children's Panel, 
talking at a launch meeting set 
up to study the findings, drew 
attention to resource problems. 
'Panel members,' the report 
says, 'felt constrained in their 
decisions in one out of five hear-
ings. . . because of a lack of res-
ources.' 

Mr. Lockyer explained to 
Scottish Child that for various rea-
sons, care and protection cases 
which tend to involve younger 
children now outnumber offence 
referrals across Scotland. With a 
concentration on the develop- 

ment of fostering and adoption 
schemes in recent years, this 
means that younger children 
may be getting priority at the ex-
pense of the older group. 

'The research findings raise 
the question,' he said, `if the 
system was to be doing more for 
16 — 18 year olds, as it should, 
would we be able to cope?' The 
Children's Panel System is based 
on a 'welfare' model of justice, 
and is required to make no dis-
tinction between children's 
needs, whether offences have 
been committed or not. 

The findings, based on a 
sample of nearly three thousand 
hearings, would seem to point to 
a possible explanation of the 
reduction in recent years in Scot-
land's rate of children being 
cared for in institutions, while at 
the same time the rates of incar-
ceration for adults and those 
over sixteen remain among the 
highest in Europe. The older the 
child, it seems, the less cons- 

tructive and resourced are the 
panel members options for 
help. 

The results also pointed up 
wide regional variations in the 
way that children are referred to 
the hearings. 59% of cases in 
Highland Region related to care 
and protection matters. The 
figure for Fife was 15% Clearly 
this reflects on differing practices 
among Social Work Depart-
ments, which volunteer panel 
members feel powerless to 
influence. The Children's Panel 
Chairman's Group, according to 
Andrew Lockyer, would like to 
see some formal mechanism for 
consultation with policy makers 
about the ways resources are 
planned. 

In an issue which is bound to 
resonate in the soon to be set up 
school boards, panel members 
are, after nearly two decades ot 
the system, still trying to find a 
voice in relation to profession .1 I 
groupings interests. 

Derek Rodger 
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Private Lives 

MEDIAWATCH 

What do you do at 3.30 a.m.? 
Hardly prime time, but insom-
niacs could watch ITV's horribly 
interesting programme Family Af-
fairs. 

Families in the middle of awful 
real life crises are filmed at home 
and then herded through a 
double-edged interview by that 
disc jockey who crashed a heli-
copter and the nice agony uncle 
from kids' Saturday morning 
T.V. All in hunt of a circus 
rinsed audience who throw their 
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tuppenceworths into the tray. If 
the viewers have problems like 
these, no wonder they can't 
sleep. This show's ancestor is 
Caesar's Coliseum I give this one 
thumbs down . . . but then 
watch the next bout! 

Prime time was given to The 
Session of real people in thera-
peutic psychodrama on Saturday 
evening T.V. Each person 
replayed real relationship pro-
blems, but in psychodrama 
group members play the part of  

other family members. They 
must have been willing partici-
pants to this extreme publicising 
of most private matters. But 
why? Imagine sitting with erst-
while loved ones watching your 
most personal problems served 
up as the world's weekend enter-
tainment. 

Family therapists also like 
bringing all those involved to-
gether for a discussion. And 
team colleagues can help with 
one-way screens and videos. But  

there the similarity with the T.V. 
show ends. Family therapists 
have been learning to cut impos-
ing performance in favour of 
careful and confidential help. 

However, the T.V. shows turn 
out to be less intrusive and trau-
matic than the Sun newspaper. 
Newspaper?! — I have to think of 
it as a 'comic for adults' to exp-
lain its purchase by so many 
good men and, more inexpli-
cably still, women. 

A freelance journalist inter-
viewed a Mum with a boy whose 
behaviour was linked to handi-
cap and brain damage from 
meningitis. She thought she 
would get a sympathetic hearing. 
The journalist thought he would 
get a good price for adapting the 
story in line with the Sun's sym-
pathies. The Sun's version was 
about 'the worst brat in Britain'. 
The mother protested. The edi-
tor's retraction was still headed 
'Britain's naughtiest boy'. And 
soon. 

Even in careful privacy, it can 
be a complex and delicate matter 
when a children's doctor or 
psychiatrist meets parents who 
worry and even hope that their 
child's problem behaviour can 
be wholly explained by some-
thing medical inside their child — 
diet, illness, or at least some-
thing a doctor can give a special 
name to. The hope may be a last 
hope, a hope that the doctor has 
a cute. The hope may sustain the 
besieged parents' caring feelings 
for their child. They hope for 
support for themselves from pro-
fessionals. And they hope that 
they do not have to wonder what 
it is and what to do if it isn't an 
illness. 

When parents have to do this 
wondering, they may hope to do 
so in the privacy of their own 
home, or the total privacy of 
their own minds. At times an in-
dividual may need privacy that 
excludes helping professionals 
and even family members. Wha-
tever, such hopes need care and 
confidentiality. Some hope with 
the Sun. • 
Nick Child 
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LETTERS 

Homes for 
Teenagers - Too 

Much to Ask? 
Dear Editor, 

This is just a short letter to say 
how 16-18 year olds have to live 
since the benefits have been 
changed. About 10 of us from 
Stopover, a hostel for homeless 
young people, organised a 
demonstration during the Edin-
burgh Festival. We wanted to 
make more people aware of the 
situation. 

Since the benefits have been 
changed it is impossible for 
young people to find somewhere 
to stay. As soon as you mention 
that you are between 16 and 18 
they say "sorry, we haven't any 
places". This is because they 
know how long it takes for the 
rent to come through. 

I've been in Stopover tor 5 
weeks now, I've got 3 weeks left, 
and really I don't know where 
I'm heading. I don't want to go 
back into a bedsit because I've 
had trouble over rent and things 
before. 

I'm not the only person in the 
world who has problems like 
this. Is it too much to ask that 
people have somewhere safe to 
stay, and don't have to stay in a 
slum bedsit where the rent is not 
going to get payed and you end 
up getting thrown out? 

Yours hopefully, 

Mandy Turnbull 

Direct Youth 
Dear Editor. 

In the June/July issue you car-
ried a short article on Direct 
Youth. The author Colin 

Martin Toby 

Chalmers praises Direct Youth 
as innovative and important. 
which it is, and criticises Shelter 
(Scotland) for not working with 
groups like them. 

This article left me more than 
a little confused. During the 
initial organisational stages, staff 
from Shelter's Housing Aid Cen-
tre in Edinburgh played a crucial 
role. Since May, I have spent a 
considerable amount of my, and 
Shelter's time, providing admi-
nistrative back-up for Direct 
Youth and, I hope, providing 
support, advice and encourage-
ment. 

Knowing of Shelter's involve-
ment, I cannot understand why 
Colin Chalmers chose to attack 
Shelter for not "organising and 
mobilising those who are under 
attack" 

Kathleen Marshall 
Young Person's Housing Worker 
Shelter Edinburgh 

Bedwetting 

Advice 

I kar Editor, 

Bedwetting, or nocturnal enu-
resis, is a common, yet embar-
rassing and stressful problem for 
children of all ages. Something 
can be done to improve this 
difficulty, but parents are often 
at a loss to know what to try or 
where to go for help. Many pro-
fessionals too, work in isolation, 
with inadequate resources, sup-
port and training. 

The Enuresis Resource and In-
formation Centre (ERIC) is the 
first centre to provide advice and 
information for parents and pro-
fessionals. It has three years 
funding from The Children's 
Society and, by 1991, plans to 
become an independent chat-
ity It is intended by then that its 
services will extend to Scotland. 

ERIC makes available guides 
and a newsletter, and on 17 No-
vember 1989 will run a First An-
niversary Conference for profes-
sionals at the Barbican Centre, 
London. The theme will be 
'Nocturnal Enuresis: Sharing 
New Research & Practice'. 

A sample of ERIC literature 
and a conference programme 
can be obtained by sending am 
A4 s.a.e. (22p) to the address 
below. Or telephone 0272 
264920. 

Penny Dobson 
Enuresis Resource and Information 
Centre 
65 St Michael's Hill 
Bristol BS2 8DZ 

SCOTTISH CHILD welcomes readers' 
letters. Please send your letters to The 
Editor, Scottish Child, 347A Pilton Ave-
nue. Edinburgh EH5 2LE. 

Teenage Protest against Homelessness in Edinburgh 
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BRITISH AGENCIES FOR 
ADOPTION AND FOSTERING 

AUTUMN PROGRAMME 
OF LEGAL SEMINARS 

Inverness - 18th October 
Children's Hearing System 

Stornoway - 24th October 
Child Care Law Review 

Stirling - 31st October 
Freeing for Adoption 

Melrose - 16th November 
Private Disputes and Public Care 

For further information contact: 
Janys Scoff 

BAAF Scoff ish Centre, 
40 Shandwick Place, 

Edinburgh EH2 4RT 
Tel: 031-225 9285 

VIDEO IN 
PILTON 

Producers of 

THAT FUNNY AGE . . . 

WOMEN AND THE MENOPAUSE 

Production / 
Editing Facilities / 
Education / 
Distribution 

For Tape List and Edit Suite Rates 
Please Contact 

Joel or Hugh on 031-343 1151 or at 
Video in Pilton, 

30 Ferry Road Avenue, 

Edinburgh EH4 4BA. 

Stewart Seale 
Consultancy and Photography 

031-331 4431 

1 

PUFFIN SCHOOL 
BOOKCLUBS 

FREE INFORMATION PACK AVAILABLE FROM 
Puffin School Bookclubs (Scottish Agents), 

James Thin Booksellers, 
53-59 South Bridge, 
Edinburgh EH1 1YS 

34 Scottish Child Oct/Nov 1989 



What Do You Know? 

D
riving through the Cairn-
gorms recently, I was lis-
tening to a radio discus-
sion about the teaching of 

history as prescribed in the new 
National Curriculum. Light holi-
day listening, it was an odd 
debate. 

It was one of those disputes 
when the protagonists argue 
with what they assume the other 
person is saying rather than 
hearing what is actually being 
said. The fight that was being set 

• up was between those who think 
history should be all about kings, 
queens, dates and the gunboats 
of the British Empire on the one 
hand; and the champions of em-
pathy, pretending you're a Tol-
puddle Martyr, and the march of 
the Common People on the 
other. 

Actually both sides were 
agreeing that understanding and 
interpretation require factual 
knowledge and evidence. And 
that content and process are  

both important. In tact the 
debate raised a strong argument 
for an emphasis in education on 
teaching people to actually listen 
to each other! 

Still this set me contemplating 
a recent game of Trivial Pursuits. 
History is one of the subjects I 
don't mind landing on because I 

stand a reasonable chance (well, 
50%) of getting the right answer. 
Art and literature are my other 
favourites. Science, geography, 
sport and leisure I avoid as long 
as possible. 

Now what's interesting is that 
I took 'A' levels in science and 
graduated in maths, whereas I 
never had a history or English 
lesson after 4th year. I seem to 
know fat more about history, art 
and literature than I do science.  

Geography is in a class of its 
own. I dropped it in third year 
and the only thing I can re-
member doing was 'The Position 
and Importance of Melbourne'. 

So how do we know what we 
know? The rather simplistic but 
inescapable conclusion is that as 
adults, we know a lot about the 
things we're interested in. We 

forget what we're not interested 
in. But of course, unless you find 
out about something in the first 
place, you won't know what inte-
rests you or not. 

T
he question is who decides 
what we need to know? 
Who decides what goes 
into the National Curricu-

lum? The process as well as the 
content. Decisions are taken 
about what information has to be  

taught, but hopefully in the case 
of history, children will be 
helped to understand cause and 
effect, interpret evidence, see 
different perspectives, make in-
formed choices and find the 
questions that still need to be 
asked. 

If a class of 20 fourteen year 
olds was taught the events lead-
ing up to the First World War, 
and if the essay 'Why I think 
World War I Happened' pro-
duced 20 identical accounts, that 
would be discouraging. Not to 
say frightening. It would be 
more heartening to get 20 diffe-
rent interpretations of the same 
facts — wouldn't it? Or would it? 
Now maybe that's what that ad-
io debate had really been 
about. 

Anyway the Cairngorms were 
spectacularly beautiful — and if I 
hadn't dropped geography in 
third year, I might have known 
how they got like that! • 

Sheila Ramsay 

AfT•EiRmT•111•0nGsHaT•S 

In the next issue... December 1989/January 1990 

WE ARE WHAT WE EAT! WHAT do we eat? 
And in a consumer society, WHY do we 

eat? SCOTTISH CHILD investigates. 

CURRICULUM MATERIAL FOR THE 
PRE-FIVES! — we've got a national 
curriculum, but now we have a new 

National Children's Bureau pack for the 
under fives. We examine developments in 

Child Care policy. 

plus REGULARS. 

OUT 1st DECEMBER ORDER IT FROM 
YOUR NEWSAGENT 
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AN UNBEATABLE OFFER 
FROM SCOTTISH 
CHILD 

There's no other publication quite like SCOTTISH CHILD. It 
deals with all the things that are important to Scotland 
growing up. It tackles a wide range of issues head on in a way 
that is fresh and imaginative. It's just the kind of magazine we 
need for the age we live in. 

SCOTTISH CHILD doesn't apologise for its senous 
content, but it certainly refuses to be dull. From School 
Boards to women's magazines, from youth homelessness to 
the politics of food — SCOTTISH CHILD offers 36 pages of 
articles, interviews, reviews and much, much more. 

"A serious and ambitious magazine" (Neal Ascherson); "A 
child with a lively future" (The Scotsman); "...the publishing 
success of the decade" (The Observer) — SCOTTISH CHILD 
is Scotland's fastest growing independent magazine. Often 
controversial, always informative, SCOTTISH CHILD is 
essential reading for anyone interested in Scotland growing 
up. And now we can over an amazing choice-of-three-deals 
offer to new subscnbers. If you take out a first-time individual 
subscription to SCOTTISH CHILD using the standing order 

form below we will send you one of the following 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! 

I Alice Miller's shattering book THE DRAMA OF BEING A 
CHILD (featured opposite), published by Virago at £4.50 

.1 The Collins collection of Scottish short stories I CAN 
SING, DANCE, ROLLERSKATE (RRP £5.95) 

I The first collection of SCOTTISH CHILD POSTCARDS - 
8 images of Scottish childhood in the 1980s captured by 
some of Scotland's up and coming photographers. 

No strings, no catch. Take your pick of the offers. Get a 
regular copy of Scotland's newest and liveliest magazine. All 
for only £6. Hurry while stocks last! 

In THE DRAMA OF BEING A CHILD Alice Miller offers 
extraordinary insights into the means by which children 

now, and throughout history, have suppressed their 
feelings and needs in order to fulfil the desires of their 

parents. 

Many people who have read Alice Miller's books have, 
for the first time in their life, discovered within themselves 

the little child they once were. This book has been 
translated into 14 languages amd evoked strong reactions 

wherever it has been published. 

411•11111M 
. — — 

I want to take advantage of special subscription offer. Please send me (tick one box) Alice Miller's The Drama of Being a Child I The Scottish shod 
stories collection I can Sing, Dance, Rollerskate I The collection of 8 Scottish Child Postcards El wrth a subschption to Scottish Child for one 
year (six issues) at a price of only E6 including postage. I understand that to qualify for this offer I must be a first-time individual subscriber and pay by 
standing order. 
NAME ADDRESS 

POSTCODE  

BANKERS STANDING ORDER FORM (Block Capitals Please) 

Bank Address  Scottish To the Manager (Name of your Bank)  

Postcode  

eld iChild, Please Pay on (DATE OF FIRST PAYMENT) to the Royal Bank of Scotland, 206 Bruntsfi 

Place, Edinburgh EH10 4DF (83-18-25) the sum of Six Pounds (£6) for the credit of Scottish Child, account number 

Bank Account in name of Account Number 
 

00259356, and make similar payments yearly until further notice. 

Signed 

Please return to Scottish Child, 347A Pilton Avenue, Edinkurgh EH5 2LE 
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