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CONNECTIONS 
Music Mission 

MUSIC 
THERAPY 

Musician David Hamilton of 
Airdrie is a man with a mission. 
He has won one of only ten pla-
ces on a Post Graduate course in 
music therapy at the Roehamp-
ton Institute in London. But 
neither the Scottish Education 
Department or the Local Autho-
rities give grants for music the-
rapy training. 

"I know from speaking to pre- 

vious students that the very mini-
mum I can get by on for the year 
is f10,000." This includes £2000 
in course fees, plus maintenance 
costs and other necessary ex-
penses." 

David, now 31, a one-time 
music copyist for BBC and Scott-
ish Television, worked profes-
sionally in a wide range of pop 
bands before doing a Diploma at 
Leeds College of Music. Since 
graduating 2 years ago, he has 
worked as a therapy assistant  

with children, and runs guitar 
workshops for mentally disabled 
adults at Lennox Castle 
Hospital. 

"I think I've found my niche. I 
see my future," he explained, "in 
using music to help disabled 
young people." 

The valuable effects of music 
therapy on children with com-
munication difficulties are well-
known to readers of Scottish 
Child. A feature on its use at Len-
nox Castle Hospital and other  

places in Scotland earlier this 
year drew wide interest. 

David Hamilton has already 
spent years on the road playing 
clubs. "Nothing will stop me do-
ing this training. It's too good a 
chance to pass up. Even if it 
means working night clubs just 
to pay my way, I'll be doing it." 

He would be grateful for fund-
raising ideas, or contributions, 
from Scottish Child readers. • 

Derek Rodger 
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Mr. Boom does the business.. John Stark 

Scottish International Children's Festival Success 
FESTING 

Judging by the figures released 
following the first Scottish Inter-
national Children's Festival, 
held in Edinburgh in June, the 
event was a roaring success. 

30,000 children, parents and 
teachers watched theatre, music, 
mime, dance and puppetry over 
the six days of the Festival, en-
joying the performances of com-
panies from Zimbabwe, Ca-
nada, Belgium, USA, Nether-
lands and Britain. Workshops 
were also on offer. They in-
volved those interested in story-
telling, junk sculpture, circus 
and the state of the environ-
ment. Despite what some com-
mented on as the 'ironic' big 
business sponsorship of the 
Workshop programme — by Brit-
ish Petroleum (the ecology tent) 
and creche provision by Safeway  

(with their complete absence of 
such provision in any of their sto-
res) — the festival succeeded in 
generating an invigorating char-
ge — so difficult in a new event — 
of fun, learning and creativity. 

The main tent performances 
included Edinburgh's Lyceum 
Company's production of The 
Secret Voice — a play concerned 
with the transition, so significant 
in young lives, of moving from 
primary school to secondary. Al-
though not so well attended, 
Belgium's Theatre de la Guim-
barde delivered a colourful and 
farcical production of Wank), a 
traditional tale of the progress of 
a young boy in a world tainted by 
greed. Spoken in French this, 
but with an accompanying trans-
lation. 

Music and dance featured the 
young Zimbabwean group, Svi-
nurai (trs. Open your eyes).  

Eye-opening it was in an energe-
tic performance, not least when 
the audience was invited on st-
age to shake off Western inhibi-
tions and join in. 

Something Western that 
wasn't shaken off were sexual 
stereotypes. In At the Beach the 
Canadian Small Change Theatre 
presented a mime show featur-
ing the interactions of an over 
flowery big-bottomed female 
with two male characters. The 
woman seemed to be there 
purely as a comic prop for the 
males and was depicted as comp-
letely brainless. 

Linked up with the Inverleith 
Park venue was the Royal Bota-
nic Garden's Tree of Life exhibi-
tion which welcomed youngsters 
to take part in a three dimen-
sional tree collage and perfor-
mances about the tree in relig-
ion, folk tales and just normal  

daily life. What seemed impor-
tant about the ecological events 
was the way children could take 
charge in shaping and preserving 
their environment in a positive 
and productive way — perhaps 
shaming a few of the adults pres-
ent (not to mention the spon-
sors) about their attitudes and 
abuse of the natural world. 

The stated aim of the orga-
nisers was to make "theatre, 
music, dance and other arts both 
accessible and high quality". 
Much of this was achieved. The 
entire festival site was wheel-
chair accessible and the only fees 
charged for the whole event 
were for the main tent perfor-
mances. Plans are already well 
advanced for a follow-up in 1991 
with Australia, Denmark and 
Japan on the list of visiting inter- 
national companies. • 

Sara Evans 
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women 
MEAN BUSINESS 

THE EVERYWOMAN DIRECTORY OF WOMEN'S 

CO-OPERATIVES AND OTHER ENTERPRISES 

• The definitive guide to 
the thriving women's 
business sector in Britain: 
more than 750 businesses 
and over 100 advice 
agencies. 
• Products and services 
you can buy from women. 
• Is business the right 
choice for you? 

The Directory is on sale in bookshops at £3.95, or can be ordered 
direct from us at £4.50 (inc p+p). Overseas: £5.50 surface mail, 
£6.50 air mail. 

Everywoman, the current affairs magazine for women: £1.20 
monthly in good newsagents and bookshops. Subscriptions: 
organisations £22, individuals £14 (6 months £7.50). 

I would like copy/ies of the WOMEN MEAN BUSINESS 
Directory and enclose a cheque/PO for £  
I would like to subscribe to Everywoman magazine and enclose 
a (separate) cheque/PO for £  

Name  

Address  

Return to: Everywoman Sales, FREEPOST, London Ni 8BR. 

T-shirts and Sweatshirts 
printed at " 
unbeatable 
prices 

For 
details 
contact: 
UPFRO 
SCREEN PRINTING 
149 Constitution St., TFL 
Edinburgh EH6 7AD 
Telephone: 031-336 5636 

by 

JAMES KELMAN 

.. 

other folk 
which is one reason why myself and many  

continue to avoid the S.N.P., 
not to 

mention the rest of the 

parliamentary parties." 

Available from Good Bookshops or by post (1.0O plus 25p p&p) from Scottish Child, 
347a Pilton Avenue, Edinburgh EH5 2LE. 
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CONNECTIONS 

IN BRIEF 
"It there hasn't been a recent 
drugs scare," says a cryptic 
byline in the newly published 
Good Crack report on the young 
people and drugs education, 
"then it's obviously time for 
another." 

With all the hype and disinfor-
mative scares about drugs in rec-
ent years, it is a bit of a problem 
for those involved with young 
people in schools, youth clubs 
and where young people gather, 
just what to say. Good Crack is the 
result of the Fast Forward pro-
ject, an initiative by Youth Clubs 
Scotland, to tackle the challenge 
of drug education. 

As Stewart Scale's photo, fea-
tured in the report, bears out, 
there's a lot of inconsistency, not 
to say hypocrisy, about the sub-
ject. The Fast Forward project, 
having worked and piloted me-
thods with dozens of youth 
clubs, hundreds of volunteer and 
paid youth leaders, and thou-
sands of young people around 
Scotland, seem to have wisely 
devised a range of approaches 
which involve starting where 
people are at themselves. They 
also advise seeing drugs in their 
wider context. 

Copies of Good Crack (price 
£5.00) are available from Fast 
Forward, Youth Clubs Scotland, 
17 Bonnington Lane, Edinburgh 
EH6 4DP. Tel 031 5542561. • 

The National Children's Bureau 
is holding a joint Anglo-Scottish 
conference on The Child in 
Europe in September. This will  

mark the tenth anniversary of 
the founding of the Scottish 
group of the NCB. 

The conference takes a Euro-
pean theme in anticipation of the 
shifts in child care practice over 
the next decade, as a result of 
greater mobility in populations, 
changes in employment patterns 
and family composition. It will 
give those working in law, 
health, education and social 
work an opportunity to put na-
tional and local issues into an in-
ternational perspective. 

By sheer coincidence - we must 
have been here before - just as 
Scottish Child was preparing an 
item on the UN Draft Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child, 
into our hands falls a copy of the 
charter of the Rights of Child-
hood League. 

Never heard of it? Don't wor-
ry. It was drafted "in the morn-
ing hours of the Twentieth Cen-
tury" by ex-miner, trade union-
ist, and Scotsman Edward 
Hunter in Auckland New Zea-
land "to ensure that the future 
Man and Woman in the Child 
shall have the best possible con-
ditions to live and develop 
under." 

Edward Hunter, a strong 
socialist, published poetry 
among other things. His Lyrics of 
Liberty and Love were described by 
the New Zealand Herald of 1915 
as "showing a more gentle side". 
More gentle that is than, in the 
opinion of the paper, his "too 
bitter condemnation of the com-
mercial tone of today's world". 

Edward Hunter was the first 
white man to be jailed for sedi-
tion in New Zealand, and in the 
1930s came back to Glasgow, 
where he is survived by his son 
Jack Hunter, the source of these 
papers. 

Now that we're in the evening 
hours of the 20th century, how 
much will the UN Draft Conven-
tion do for the rights of children 
in Scotland. On its own, not a 
lot, according to Rosemary 
Milne's article in this issue. • 

James Kelman recently wrote in 
these pages on the subject of 
Common Sense. Cynical stud-
ents of the Scottish press might 
say that deserted him when, on 
the day of the Ravenscraig hot 
strip mill closure announcement, 
he accepted a commission from 
Scotland on Sunday newspaper to 
write on its significance. 

That would be hard on the 
writer. "I was given a personal 
guarantee,' he said. "No politi-
cal interference - they knew my 
work and what to expect." 

The resultant much hacked 
about piece appeared the follow-
ing Sunday. "Lack of space," the 
paper said. 

"Perhaps a couple of bits were 
unintentional," concedes the au-
thor. "But then many acts of 
suppression are." 

Within two weeks of the ar-
ticle appearing, James Kelman 
had himself published a pamph-
let, Fighting for Survival - the steel 
industry in Scotland, containing the 
unedited version, complete with  

drawings by Alasdair Gray. The 
deletions are in bold, and a fore-
word poses the questions about 
unintentionality and censor-
ship. 

Scottish Child has been distri-
buting these pamphlets - ques-
tions of free speech, not to men-
tion the catastrophic implica-
tions of the rundown of the steel 
industry, are important to inde-
pendent publishers. Readers 
who want to decide for themselv-
es can get the pamphlet from us, 
price £1.00 plus 20p postage. • 

We know you've experienced it. 
Scottish Child readers do fre-
quent bookshops - so you're 
bound to. The part time check 
out assistant in the national 
chain bookstore just doesn't 
happen to have heard of the title 
you've seen reviewed some-
where. Order it? That glazed 
look. Visitors to the capital 
could do worse than patronise 
the small independents. Body & 
Soul at 52 Hamilton Place in the 
Stockbridge district, for perso-
nalised attention, puts the big 
league to shame. They carry a 
fair stock as well - psychology, 
green issues, counselling, and a 
big children's book stock as well 
as general titles. And because 
they're tied in with the 
Bookspeed distribution compa-
ny nextdoor, they're hot on or-
ders too. 

Manager Donald Busby tells 
us that their new extensive mail 
order catalogue is just out. 
Phone enquiries welcome 031 
226 3066. Or send s.a.e. to 52 
Hamilton Place, EH3 5AX. 
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Continuing our series Childcare: urgent need for the 90s, we take two 
looks at childcare's place in the community — in a country where daycare 
and nursery school levels for the pre-fives remain the lowest in Europe.  
Peter Lee looks at how parents and professionals relate while caring for 
children, and argues that community nurseries could provide a way 
forward. Over the page Ros Kirk reports on recent research in Tayside 
into the growth in the number of family centres run by local authority Social 
Work departments in the 1980s. Developed to offer a wide range of 
resources to the under-fives and their families, how well-placed are family 
centres to meet the needs of the 90s? 

WHO KNOWS BEST? 
H

ome, according to traditional wis-
dom still alive and well today, is the 
place where the young child is happy 
and well looked after by mum. Mo-

ther's ultimate satisfaction is seen to be 
gained from rearing her brood. 

Recognising the myth is good prepara-
tion for confronting the reality. Shifting va-
lues, changes in gender roles, the rise in 
divorce rates and the prevalence of single 
parent families lead to many parents in the 
modern world having a strong sense of fai-
lure. Failure to meet the expected norm for 
providing for their families. 

Many parents too feel the need to be 
economically active and hence become 
guilt-ridden. Enter the professionals! 

It caused some consternation recently to 
watch a parent leave a meeting with a pro-
fessional day carer having received gui-
dance on the best shoes to buy for her four 

year old child. No doubt the local child chi-
ropodists would have agreed with their fel-
low professional's assessment. But I feel 
8 Scottish Child Aug/Sept 1990  

sure they would have agreed with the 
parent's own original choice as well. 

Instead of common sense prevailing, the 
danger is that parents, feeling insecure 
about their own judgement of what's best, 
become totally dependent on professional 
expertise. The educational professional is 
often seen to be, and in many cases is happy 
to accept the mantle of wisdom. They can 
be heard to prescribe on such specialist sub-
jects as children's health, child education, 
children's social lives, children's ears eyes 
and throats, the place of the parent in the 
home, children's television, the best books, 
clothes etc, and of course the advantages of 
formalised nursery provision. 

• 
It is not the dialogue itself that is suspect 

here. It is the notion that the parent expects 
the professional to offer an opinion based 
on perceived knowledge which is then ac-
cepted as truth! 

One of the tenets of a community nursery 
provision must be an examination of the 

relationship between professionals, parents 
and children. In its excellent policy docu-
ment on the Under-Fives, Strathclyde Re-
gion gave sharpened indicators for the fu-
ture. The Council's policy paper, published 
in 1985, encouraged the concept of com-
munity nurseries wherever possible. 

The general aim is to provide centres 
where the family, parents and children, can 
relate to a variety of services, using the care 
and education of children as the focus. This 
would be done on a partnership basis. Pa-
rents, instead of being seen as the passively 
dependent recipients of a service given on 
the professionals' terms, would take deci-
sions on running the provision on a manage-
ment group. Because parents and other 
members of the community have a stake in 
such arrangements, services are bound to 
be more flexible and related to local 
needs. 

Such a model is already operating in 
other countries. In Denmark for instance, 
nursery provision is usually set in its neigh- 



The Community Nursery Idea 
• Childcare is a right that should be available to all. 
• Admissions to community nurseries are based on a 

waiting list of children living in the local neighbourhood. 
• A commitment to open five days a week from eight in 

the morning to early evening and beyond. 
• Parents are involved, wherever possible, in the 

management of the UniVCentre. 
II The caring and educational functions are interlinked. 
• Under one roof a number of interrelated services can be 

offered to children and families. 
• Staff are committed to a community developmental 

approach to childcare. 

(FOR THE CHILDREN'S SAKE Caroline New and Miriam 
David, Penguin 1985; UNDER FIVES — FINAL REPORT OF 
THE MEMBER/OFFICER GROUP Strathclyde Regional 
Council 1985). 

bo irhood, and education and care are pro-
vided, so that, as as commonly needed but 
seldom available here, working parents 
who require it can have full-time good qu-
ality day care provided by trained staff. 

When the Strathclyde policy was publ-
ished, there was an awareness of the likely 
battles that would ensue from the interested 
lobbyists, national pressure groups and 
kind hearted altruists alike. They have. 

The community nursery idea contains an 
implicit attack on the common conventional 
wisdom about the philosophy and practice 
of nursery provision. It is difficult and un-
comfortable for those directly involved in 
providing services because it seeks to exp-
lode some of the myths attached to the divi-
sions between parents and professionals. 

But acceptance of a more open flexible 
approach, coupled with the opportunity for 
increased hours and weeks would, for one 
thing, prevent the fragmentation of the 
child's day which often results when work-
ing parents have to juggle child minders,  

siblings, nursery classes, not to mention 
public transport, to care for young children 
while they are perhaps pursuing work or 
further education. 

T
he needs of children need not be seen 
as incongruent with the needs of 
mothers and fathers. If children are in 
warm intimate surroundings in which 

their activities are paced intelligently and in 
which they are safe, no conflict of interests 
should result. The myth that children will 
suffer as a result of increased hours away 
from mother and in the company of other 
children and adults has been used to frus-
trate the arguement against major 
changes. 

The notions that mother knows best, and 
the best place to rear the child is in the 
home, is so embedded in the ethos of Scott-
ish life. To challenge it is no doubt painful to 
some individuals and groups. But within an 
integrated flexible community oriented pro-
vision, where child 'care' amd 'education' 
enjoy equal status, the needs of the child  

and the wishes of the parent would be in 
tandem. 

Some examples of this type of provision 
are beginning to find their feet in Scotland. 
But these developments are beginning to 
realise the prejudice and interest bias and 
some have quickly shied away from chal-
lenge. Three examples of communty nurs-
ery provision asked not to be mentioned in 
this article for fear of heightening their 
profile at the 'wrong' time. The status quo 
of inadequate and unsuitable provision the-
refore widely prevails. 

But the community nursery idea, because 
it offers a challenge to a whole range of 
existing attitudes, offers hope for growth in 
the future. Community nurseries would be, 
like all good provision, a high cost facility. 
They would require high cost professional 
expertise, who would work a flexible con-
tract. Because they would redress the 
balance of professional and public power, 
they would offer a better service and a chal-
lenge to all. 

Peter Lee 
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"C 
hildren can mix with their own 
age group and older children." 
A Dundee mother is talking 
about the Child and Family 

Centre run by Tayside Region's Social 
Work Department. "It helps," she says in 
answer to the question on the purpose and 
value of the Centre, as she sees it, "with the 
child's confidence." 

By contrast, many staff in the centres see 
their primary task as supporting or effecting 
change in the adult's life. 

In common with the development of local 
authority run family centres elsewhere, the 
aims and objectives of Tayside's centres 
have not always been based on a shared 
understanding. 

Given the multi-faceted nature of the 
development of family centres throughout 
the country, such disparities in expectation 
are perhaps hardly surprising. Directed to-
wards preschool children and their families, 
mainly in areas of high social and economic 
need, family centres promised care and pro-
tection as well as educational opportunities 
for an increased number of children. They 
also appeared to be a means of achieving an 
end to social isolation and alleviating some 
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FAMILY CENTRES FOR 
THE 90$ 

of the stresses of urban parenthood through 
mutual support and self-help. Family cen-
tres have also been seen as leading a chal-
lenge on structural inequalities through col-
lective action at community level. 

Beginning with such a diverse range and 
high level of expectations on family centres, 
and with the current prominence on the 
provision of day care to enable women to 
work, it seems inevitable that there is a need 
for clarity about their role. 

Alert to the issues and problems inherent 
in the changing nature of its under-fives ser-
vices, a survey was undertaken by Tayside 
Social Work Department last year to establ-
ish parents' perceptions. 

Results clearly demonstrated that the 
users placed day care provision for their 
preschool children as having greater impor-
tance than the development of other ser-
vices for either adults or older siblings. De-
mand for these other services was, 
however, almost as high. It was also shown 
that increasing access to teachers, social 
workers, health visitors and others would 
not be regarded as paternalistic. Users do 
want a far wider range of professional se-
rivices available within their family cen-
tres. 

Offering only part-time provision, when 
full-time is required, can seriously limit the 
potential of the services to decrease depen-
dency by taking up employment. 

Significant differences were found in the 
nature of participation in family centres — 
measured along a range from minimal in-
volvement to control — according to parents' 
perceptions of their own involvement. 
These differences could be attributed to 
staff atttitudes and practice rather than the 
attitudes of parents. The users of multi-
disciplinary centres showed far greater en-
thusiasm for participation, and in such cen-
tres parents considered that, as a result of 
centre use, their own skills, knowledge, 
social network and self confidence had in-
creased considerably. 

Mothers reported feeling "wanted and in-
volved"; "that I'm important and respon-
sible"; and that they were "doing something 
worthwhile". 



A
!though the study did involve inter-
viewing some fathers, there was little 
evidence of men using the facilities of 
family centres. The predominance of 

their work is with women, but this seemed 
neither acknowledged explicitly in policy, 
nor were the implications for practice ad-
dressed. This lack of clarity may have 
rightly earned family centres criticism for 
reinforcing traditional roles for women as 
dependents and prime homemakers, while 
denying men opportunities to develop their 
parenting abilities and assume more res-
ponsibility for the care of their children. 

One father when asked how he would feel 
about being involved in activities with chil-
dren at the centre, replied, "It would be 
good but being a male, it might be awk-
ward. I might feel out of place." Such fee-
lings of awkwardness cannot all lie in sexual  

stereotyping outwith the centres. 

Further challenges to existing admissions 
policy and practice are likely — the power of 
defining criteria for entry has largely re-
mained an exclusively professional prero-
gative. And family centres will need to 
demonstrate active awareness of inequali-
ties which affect practice, such as sexism 
and racism. 

One of the risks for Social Work and 
Social Service Departments lies not so 
much with a return to traditional day nurs-
ery services which excluded parents en-
tirely, but from sliding inadverently into an 
equally narrowly focussed therapuetic ser-
vice available only to those deemed to have 
problems. 

Experience in the family centres has ar-
guably led to an increased understanding of  

young children in the context of their wider 
environment, and there has developed a 
healthy challenge to traditional professio-
nalism and elitism. Adult participation in 
family centres has brought about genuine 
recognition of the positive contributions to 
be made by those previously seen as passive 
recipients of services. Responding to chang-
ing demands in the 90s, family centres must 
build on their open and flexible tradition .11 

Ros Mr* 

Continuing Childcare: Urgent Need for the 90s in 
the next issue, we look further into the 
care/ education divide and ask who benefits 
from the split? ELS. Nursery Section Activ-
ist Brenda McKay puts the teachers' case, while 
Moira Morrison of Northern College writes, 
Jr orn the perspective of teaching the teachers, 
about the care and education of the pre-fives. 
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Access and Arros 
"The attitude amongst health professionals 
can sometimes be — 'the services are there; if 
people choose not to use them, that's their 
loss!' 

"Yet if you get a plumber in and you don't 
like the service, you can go somewhere else. 
I think it's. . ." Mary Hepburn, Consultant 
with Glasgow's Women's Reproductive 
Health Service, is looking for the right 
word. ". . . it's arrogant to say that if we 
offer this service, people can take it or leave 
it." 

Health Secretary Kenneth Clark would 
no doubt agree that the NHS exists to serve 
the public. There the agreement, you feel, 
might end. 'The Public' represents a much 
wider constituency for Mary Hepburn. 
"Good service is not just for those with the 
confidence to articulate their choices and 
the power to ensure that they will be 
heard." 

Dr. Hepburn is aware that many of the 
women she sees have previously found ser-
vices hostile and unwelcoming. Many per-
ceive what is on offer as irrelevant to their 
lives, and some have such a low self-image 
that they don't believe it matters whether 
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they turn up for treatment or not. So Dr. 
Hepburn and her team go out to look for 
them! "Not in a nasty way — people actually 
quite appreciate it because they understand 
that it means somebody cares about them." 

What she and her team offer is a 'one-
door' service for obstetrics, gynaecology, 
family planning and genito-urinary pro-
blems, but one which is specifically targeted 
at women experiencing major social depri-
vation. Because half these women have pro-
blems which are drug-related — either they 
or their partners use drugs — they are at risk 
of becoming HIV positive. 

It is this aspect of the work which has 
attracted funding which will provide staff  

and resources for the 8-bed unit at Rotten-
row and for the health centres from which 
the now expanded service will operate. In 
addition to the one which has run from the 
Possil health centre for the last four years, 
there will now be clinics at Castlemilk, the 
East End, Govan and possibly Drumcha-
pel. 

What's different about this service? 

For a start, the one-door concept gives 
easier access to women who find it difficult 
to make their way round the different spec-
ialities of the health service. If their needs 
can be met by one clinic rather than several, 
this eases pressure on their already pres-
sured lives. 

How can health services reach those who are deprived and 
marginalised, and who tend to avoid them? A project based at 
Glasgow's Royal Maternity Hospital, Rottenrow, points to one 

approach, which has reached the mothers of future Scottish children. 
Consultant in Women's Reproductive Health, Mary Hepburn talks to 

 Alison Clark.  



Doctor Mary Hepburn - Working for Greater Access 

lance 
The actual service at the clinics includes a 

great deal of listening and talking, offering 
welfare rights advice or acting as advocate 
for the women vis-a-vis other agencies such 
as the DSS. Once they have been a patient, 
women can come back as often as they like 
for as long as they like "just for a chat". 
"There are those who would say I'm a glorified 
social worker," she says. "But whether I do 
it through traditional medical means or not, 
as an obstetrician, my remit is to get these 
women healthy babies." 

The health of babies born to the group of 
women she works with have now improved 
to the point where there is no difference 
between this group and the rest of the 
'mainstream' caseload for Glasgow. And in 
respect of the pregnancies in women ex-
posed to HIV, the results are equally 
good. 

She explained that the Black Report dem-
onstrated conclusively that social problems 
do have a big effect, among other things, on 
pregnancy outcome. The differenc lies in the 
attention and time given to the whole 
individual in her social setting. But isn't this 
what we would all like? Indeed, isn't it 
common sense? 

"Good service is not just for 
those with the confidence to 
articulate their choices and the 
power to ensure that they will 
be heard." 

Dr. Hepburn agrees but she is reluctant 
to criticise colleagues. The narrow nature of 
medical training is mentioned. So are the 
demands of busy schedules and the lack of 
funding. How then that she has seen things 
differently? 

"I have no doubt that one of the biggest 
things was working with my father - he was 
a country GP who knew his patients very 
well. I worked with him for a short time, 
and when we divided up the list of visits in 
the morning, he would tell me about the 
various people. He told me all sorts of 
things affecting their lives which didn't 
make them ill, but affected their reaction to 
illness. I was impressed by how often . . . 
just by sitting listening to them, they got 
better." 

She also suggests that being brought up in 
the more classless society of rural Shetland 
affected her attitude. It certainly didn't pre-
pare her for the urban deprivation she en-
countered in Glasgow and then Dublin. But 
it gave her the clarity that is sometimes par-
ticular to the 'income. She is modest about 
this. 

"It's not that I'm some wonderful per-
ceptive person. I was quite unaware a few 
years back of a lot of the things I now deal 
with." Be that as it may, pragmatism and an 
open mind seem to be the hallmarks of her 
work. 

As regards delivery practice, for example. 
Less than 5% of deliveries in her unit are 
induced as against 15-30% elsewhere. Why? 
- "It wouldn't fit in with their lifestyle to book 
up for a particular day -provided there are no 
medical complications, they're much better 
left to go into labour themselves." 

When she came to Rottenrow, she asked 
about the numbers of deliveries to women 
using drugs. The figures for the previous  

three years were: 6, 7, and 6. "We got 90-
odd in the first 9 months I was here. The 
floodgates had opened." 

Up until then it had not been to the wo-
men's advantage to disclose drug depen-
dence. No special treatment was available, 
and there was a risk that their child might be 
taken into care. Instead of assuming that 
they would not be capable of mothering, 
Dr. Hepburn offered positive support. 
Where care did prove to be necessary, it 
could then be arranged in an atmosphere of 
greater co-operation and trust. 

One feature of the work has been the 
detoxification of mothers during pregnan-
cy, a practice which flew in the face of pre-
vailing orthodoxy. It is maintained that it is 
dangerous to the baby to take the mother 
off drugs while she is pregnant. Convinced 
that this was not the case, and in the absence 
of a service to pregnant drug users, Dr. 
Hepburn set about the task herself and 
learned on the job! She asked the women 
what would help them most and acted on it. 
They lost not a single baby. Usually babies 
born to drug users are ill and need to spend 
time in hospital - the unit's babies are as 
healthy as any others. 

And it is not only the mothers but the 
health care workers who are gaining from 
this experience. Some midwives were, at 
first, understandably nervous of women 
who they feared might be aggressive and 
even violent. But a number will now stay on 
to work in the expanded project. Mary Hep-
burn herself says she is indebted to senior 
colleagues for encouragement and to family 
and friends for personal support. 

"It is vitally important that this country 
does not undervalue its health service, and 
it's very important that innovative projects 
like this are given support." • 
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THE ST 
a story by Stephen Leonard 

February 1st 

he long parcel, a bundle of frayed 
paper and string, came on Wednes-
day. A letter followed. It was abrupt, 
not addressing me by name, as was the 

way with my uncle - 

I am sent for the hospital in Glasgow. 
They want to look in my stummick once the 
air gets in you are a gonner. The slurry 
overflowed in the yard what a stink. I'll no 
go. I am sending the stick you were after. I 
got a wee carved Botswanagoat from her in 
the Big House she said it was made by her 
friend a man in Africa but they asked me to 
hand in the half bottle I found on the shore 
They will have a job finding it. 

your loving uncle 

Jam leaving you the dogs but mind do not 
spoil them treat them fair use this stick regu-
lar on Bess 

When I was a child he had taken me to the 
copse where a line of birches grew in the 
centre of a plantation of Scots pine. It was 
hard going, following on his heels. Years of 

hed pine-needles lay in drifts, shards of 
heather, brittle and decaying, cut through 
cloth to the skin. In the field at the wood's 
edge were cows that watched us carefully - 
there was no fence between us. Though 
alarmed I was hot and distracted by a cleg 
bite, and the dog churning up the mouth of a 
burrow. Dung set on my nude shins. My 
uncle was not a pleasing companion; I per-
ceived his desire to lose me, his bony legs 
outstripped me easily, a man of few words, 
a queer fish my grandmother called him. 
Her son. He was said to be wealthy and 
mean; his left eye swivelled when he spoke 
to anyone and the lid on the other grew 
over, so that he was half blind. The children 
called him 'Teenie Black' after an old 
woman of the village who'd had an eye like 
that and was dirty - said to be a witch. 

But uncle could have had medals for the 
snaring and fishing. They said he caught 
more salmon than you could dynamite out 
of the river, and he was powerful at the 
rabbits. His one eye was violet-coloured, so 
pale I thought then I could see the blood 
behind it. Although this eye looked through 
me, it was as though he could make people 
disapear in this way, those he despised; eve-
ryone. He had not spoken to his family for 
many years. 

At the foot of the birch he had hacked out 
a branch with his fearsome knife, a weapon 
for grollocking and skinning deer, with a 
short wide blade and bloodmarks dried 
around the nailheads. The few knots he 
sliced through delicately; he was pleased 
with it, that smooth straight staff. The knife 
was returned to its sheath on his belt. Feet 
apart, turning it over and over in his hands, 
he admired its symmetry, the green wood 
with its peppery birch smell. He strode off, 
while I followed as best I could, aged five, 
leaping from clod to clump, torn by barbed 
wire and miserably sniffing, down through 
the wide fields. 

Thus I remembered my uncle and made 
no further enquiries about his health or 
death, and did not unwrap his gift, knowing 
what it was. 
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February 2nd 

I had thought I had heard the last of him — 
it seems not. In this city where! have hidden 
I have been visited by dreams, by a cursed 
dream! It is not easy to lie awaiting sleep in 
the dark. There are footsteps in the alley 
and if! should cry out. . . they belong to no 
one who would come to my aid. And if! did, 
what would I say? "I had a bad dream, it's 
all right, go home." No, not even that. I 
have a lamp with a homemade shade which 
I take from one room to another, looking in 
empty cupboards and under my bed. Now I 
keep it near me; among other things I am 
afraid of the dark. 

I presume today is Friday; the smell of 
fried fish comes under the door. I lie down 
often to conserve energy so that my needs 
are dwindling. I need less — less food, light 
and heat. In the pocket mirror !examine my 
face often. Now it is purplish, feathers of 
vapour emerge from my nostrils and lips. 
The room is cold like a tomb. Let it be. For a 
long time I have had no money and live on 
less. Let them find me dead! Let them 
blame themselves accordingly. One thing 
marks my hermit's existence; the dream. 

Each time a little is left out, I almost hope 
for the dream again, to join each fragment 
into some order. But to confound me it 
changes and reappears, the beginning in the 
middle, the final scene at the beginning. 
Usually it begins at dusk; the West Coast, 
inland, many lochs and wooded islands, 
some bare cottages with yellow windows, 
others are so small they support only three 
or four waterlogged saplings with roots ex-
posed. A dog, a pointer my uncle once 
owned is already dipping into ditches, shak-
ing the glaur from its back. I drag over 
dry-stane dykes, under wire, in pursuit of a 
dog I must not lose. It is snowing now; 
silence, darkness. 

Over a hedge a calf s head and forelock's 
appear, a tuft of hair over one eye. The field 
has been spread with muck. In the distance 
the sound of gunshot, twice, and the 
muffled caw of crows rises up. These details 
rouse me. An axe cracks wood somewhere, 
far off, and a man coughs loudly behind a 
bush. I call the dog again. With a feeling of 
profound joy I begin to rush down through 
the furrows with long strides. Down to my 
uncle who waits with his hand on the gate, 
and he will say . . . 

p
ushing open the rotted door of his 
shack, I step over the shattered whi-
tewash, taking in the mud on my 
boots. The tarmac-ed yard has po-

tholes, filling with diesel and water. Past the 
ranges black pots and dishes and pans full of 
cigarette butts. Past the stained walls, a 
chaos of papers on the flagstones, piled into 
corners, the scene lit by a circle carved with 
a fingernail from the dirt on a low square 
window. Under the bulb without its shade, 
where the shade burned off, there is singed 
a wide hole in the mess. Marks of near 
disaster — fag burns on the sills, black gou-
ges at the fire, the outline of an iron on the 
lino; cracked bowls, a plastic collander with 
melted holes, smoke marks around a socket 
and a tidemark on the walls from a historic  

flood. All the locks, having been forced are 
broken. In the bedroom my uncle, his coat 
over his head, the cross collie over his stock-
inged feet. Standing against the bed is the 
birch stick with its gnarled end. 

If! move the coat I'll see first; large grey 
eyebrows, a larger nose with pits and tiny 
veins, and mouth, clenched and thin, out of 
habit. But I do not want to see him; it is a 
common enough face. The dog, Bess, raises 
her head, stares without recognition and 
replaces her head on her elegantly crossed 
paws. The reunion is bitter. His hands, 
white and small like a woman's, are 
clenched. His face once leered out of the 
dark at the window, a terrible black portrait 
in a bone frame. Mumbling an obscenity, he 
stumbled and fell out of sight. 

I was unafraid, being young and nimble, 
but was careful of him. When he dug in his 
garden, when he spat on his hands and 
cursed, then I remembered to face him al-
ways. 

The snow has stopped falling though it 
remains, blown into corners. The wind 
drops and dark shapes of outhouses squat 
against the dark sky, whitened by a moon. 
Broken tiles, all manner of rubbish, per-
ished tyres holding down the tarpaulin over 
cattle feed, twisted metal rusting in ditches, 
the gate held by wire swings and bangs on a 
post. 

I pitied his dog. She is a good animal, 
sensitive and eager to please, but fearful. 
The stick he beats her with she herself 
brought into the cottage, tersely wagging 
the stump of her tail. I call to her, and 
whistle with my fingers in my mouth. What 
was her name? She does not come. Stumb-
ling over sharp-edged objects and piles of 
crusted dung, I kick up sprays of sawdust 
and set the specks glittering. I whistle once 
more, lamely, and here the dream ends, 
with a lost dog! A poor, useless thing to 
lose. 

When I wake the room is cold. Sweat-
dampened sheet clings like a shroud. Face 
and feet numbed. It seems I must rise soon 
to light a fire. 

T
here is a vague knocking at the door; 
the shuffling footsteps of my landlady 
in the hall. What of it? I have not 
committed a crime, merely let my af-

fairs go for a time. The knocking gets louder 
(there are two voices now, a man addressing 
me formally, "Mister"). After a time it 
stops. I lie still, not daring to breathe. Why 
do they clamour for my existence? — Louts 
and lackeys! Soulless English creatures! 
Through the gap in the curtains (they do not 
meet in the middle, being too narrow, a 
sight of it increases my constant nervous 
irritation), I can see the trunk of a birch 
against the red-brick facade of a house. The 
snow, I presume, has disappeared, leaving 
only grease stains on the road. There is an 
alley alongside the house, the sound of voi-
ces comes up through the fireplace, where 
people pass, talking incomprehensibly, 
Africans or Arabs, and groups of children 
run past lightly, fighting, whistling. In au-
tumn when fruit appears on the cherry 
trees, children come. I have warned them,  

but they pay no attention. They will swing 
on the wall, their cunning little faces in a 
knot, with dirty hands and gold chains 
around their necks. Such young children! 
Laughing at me as they nibble the skin of a 
cherry, pushing handfuls down the necks of 
each other's shirts, throwing the dusty fruit 
around. Perhaps secretly they are afraid of 
me. They point when they see my face at the 
window. Let them poison themselves 
then. 

February 3rd 

I have a bottle in my room, a green bottle 
of gin — like the bottles kept in my father's 
room in a cabinet guarded by two porcelain 
figurines, half life-size, a boy and a girl. 
They had dull gold barnacles of ribbons and 
necklaces, tiny pink mouths, and hands and 
feet of bluish clay, lifelike and cold. 

There may have been brothers or sisters 
in my father's house; other figures moved 
between the rooms, who vanished when I 
was born. 

I replaced the liqueurs, the framboise, 
kirsch and ancient whiskies with water, but 
reckless and greedy, I was returned from a 
garden shed a mile away, unconscious. 
Soon after this I was removed to my uncle's 
farm. I have not been drunk since and yet 
for years after the incident, all the time I 
lived with my uncle, I was seldom sober. On 
the short west-coast evenings we would 
drink ourselves into a foul temper, waking 
often on a muddy hillside, bemused by a 
thrush clutching a twig on a madly swaying 
hawthorn, in driving rain. 

They are knocking at the door again, 
shouting. It is possible they have sent for a 
policeman. I'll go soon, to let them in. 

February 8th 

Another letter. In it I am informed, by a 
cousin, of my uncle's death. The name of 
this cousin is unfamiliar. I read of his death, 
the bare facts; that he was found several 
days after his disappearance, in Botwich 
Wood, face down in a pool of vomit. He 
may, or may not have chosen the site under 
the hawthorn. I like to think of the 
appropriate shedding of its white petals, but 
it would not have been in bloom in this 
season. It is not an unusual death in that 
region. 

Nothing of him remains but a few cracked 
dishes, no photographs or letters. I gained 
nothing from our acquaintance but a simi-
larly quick temper. Even his dog was 
thrown on the compost heap for biting the 
Cruelty Man, and Bess ran off long ago. 

In this city a stick looks out of place. Only 
the blind and old can carry it off. I un-
wrapped the parcel, setting it against the sill 
where the street dips down to the green 
cupola of the National Club. The canal 
twists through the city; the streets are 
jammed. 

His stick is dried up but smooth and silv-
ered, the knot of the top blackened by his 
hand which, if soaked for weeks in lye, 
would still be redolent with blood and 
loam. • 
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Having just completed a two year tenure as Fellow in Creative Writing in a college of education, Alison 
Prince argues that creativity is an essential part of personal and political power. Her experience though, 

suggests that there are obstacles to . . . 

Being Original 
Photos by John Stark taken at the first Scottish International Children's Festival. 
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"The point is that the child is 
essentially complete in its 

own self from birth." 

T
o this day, going into a school fills me 
with kind of horror. It is partly a con-
scious response to the ugliness of the 
surroundings and to the sour smell 

and the noise, but, much more, it is a surge 
of remembered nightmare. Being at school 
was, to me, an imprisonment, complete 
with all the indignity and loss of personal 
freedom which any imprisonment entails. 

This horror, paradoxically, has been the 
mainspring of my continuing involvement 
in education after abandoning full-time 
teaching in order to become a writer, for 
there is a fascinating potential within the 
general awfulness of schools. Even within 
my own childhood experience, there had 
been teachers who could transcend the 
treadmill boredom of a fixed timetable 
through the interest they could generate, 
and sometimes the work itself could be-
come a liberation. The search for that rare 
excitement is addictive. 

Having explained my antipathetic views 
at a reluctantly taken interview, I was 
somewhat taken aback to be offered the 
post of Fellow in Creative Writing at Jor-
danhill College of Education. It was a part-
time job lasting for two years and involving 
much leaving of my beloved island. I took it 
only because I wanted to get down to some 
real work with students on the nature of 
self-expression and its importance in enab-
ling children to survive the educational pro-
cess with an intact essential being. I had a 
lot to say. Most of it remained unsaid. 

In the first days at the College, I had 
anticipated that someone would provide me 
with a programme of lectures and tutorials, 
and that I would perhaps be allocated a 
group of students who were interested in 
creative writing, with whom I would work 
on a regular basis. None of this happened. I 
went to meetings and had tea with the Prin-
cipal and was introduced to a lot of people, 
all of whom were very nice. Everyone asked 
what I was going to do. It was a difficult 
question to answer, and it remained difficult 
throughout the two years of the Fellow-
ship. 

Small tasks were offered. I talked about 
my work as a writer to a couple of Bachelor 
of Education groups and to some post- gra-
duates, and did a day's in-service workshop 
with teachers in Hamilton. But in general, 
Jordanhill students were as elusive as an 
endangered species, and it became evident 
that I could not be shoe-horned into the 
rigid structure of the timetable. The terms 
of the Fellowship (50% funded by the Scott-
ish Arts Council) were almost self-
cancelling. I was not to be used as an extra 
member of the teaching staff; I had to be 
something else, with a function which had 
never been clearly defined. I began to feel 
like a resident entertainer. 

Through obscure morphological connec-
tions, people began to ring up from outwith 
the College, suggesting that I might like to 
help with notions of their own. Thus I got 
involved in the Smithycroft Young Auth-
ors' Project and in the Glasgow Arts 
Centre's Pebble Poems, pioneered by Hugh 
Graham, and the College seemed vaguely 
mournful as I went off to Largs with a busful 
of kids from Castlemilk to do creative things 
with stones from the beach. But the stale-
mate persisted. 

Apart from these procedural difficulties 
in the College itself, I was beginning to feel 
some disquiet on theoretical grounds. By 
now,! was spending a lot of time in Glasgow 
schools, whether in connection with Jor-
danhill or not, always working on the 
central idea of encouraging creativity. 

I began to amass evidence which sug-
gested two disturbing trends; first, that the 
use of a creative approach to education 
declines with the advancing seniority of the 
child, largely giving way to memory train-
ing, and second, that creativity is strongly 
linked in the minds of most teachers with 
delinquency. The self- assertive child is 
likely to question authority and is therefore 
a nuisance. Self expression is felt to be all 
right in its place, but it is an indulgence 
rather than a necessity. 

Obviously, there are exceptions. Some 
teachers have a truly creative and unre-
served relationship with their pupils, and it 
shows in the busy, workmanlike attitude of 
the class. However, in my view, the present 
trends in education mitigate against an 
increase in the numbers of such teachers, 
for the current approach is profoundly anti-
creative. 

S
uch a statement may seem irrespon-
sibly provocative, and I feel that I 
must clarify the grounds on which I 
make it. Putting my philosophical 

cards on the table, so to speak, my funda-
mental belief is that every child is born with 
a complete identity, of which it becomes 
increasingly aware unless (or, more usually, 
until) some stronger external force curtails 
the process. This identity has been variously 
called the spirit, or the soul, or the psyche, 
but the terminology is not important. The 
point is that the child is essentially complete 
in its own self from birth. Arguably, it may 
be complete from before birth and consti-
tute a part of a total continuum, but such 
considerations do not touch on the present 
argument. 

Being complete, the child needs only to 
learn the techniques which it needs for the 
effective use of its abilities. All achievement 
comes through the use of these techniques 
to amass and organise information and, 
equally importantly, through direct percep-
tion or 'enlightenment'. The ability to use 
this latter learning skill is often stunted, 
since the application of a rigid teaching me-
thodology demands a dependence on an ex-
ternal information source, and discourages 
the development of common-sense, which 
is in fact perception. 

Increasingly, education regards this 
dependence on external information as an 
essential prerequisite to learning. School 
discipline is aimed at achieving an accep-
tance of what the school is trying to do, and 
any damage done to children's self-
confidence is regarded as a necessary and 
often desirable step in the right direction. 
Those who try to retain an intact sense of 
the self will find themselves at variance with 
the school system. 

Self-awareness is, in my view, the funda-
mental state from which creativity springs. 
It is a common mistake to think of creativity 
as 'talent' — a rare peculiarity which can be 
catered for by a weekly lesson in the making 
of raffia mats or the cobbling together of a I 
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maladroit poem. Creativity should illu-
minate all subjects — as Einstein said "Ima-
gination is more important than 
knowledge". He understood perfectly that 
a conjectural perception must underlie any 
scientific hypothesis, and that the arrival at 
such a perception is essentially creative. 

Since creativity springs from an unda-
maged awareness, it is naturally most com-
plete in the young child. That is why the 
early chapters of any autobiography are the 
most interesting and packed with flavour, 
written as they are with a recall of a time 
when everything was richly impressive. 
Creativity as the expression of the self is not 
limited to things artistic. It can happen in 
ways as simple as marking a cross on a ballot 
paper or complaining about a dirty glass in a  

pub. It is the basis of the ability to deter-
mine one's own state of being, not merely in 
aesthetic terms but in political and social 
ones as well. 

There are, I think, good reasons (albeit 
appalling ones) for the marginalising of 
creativity as a rare peculiarity in our society. 
People who have no confidence in their own 
creativity cannot in broad terms have much 
confidence in themselves, and are therefore 
biddable and unlikely to run counter to 
majority opinion. From the point of view of 
a strong government anxious to increase its 
strength still further, this is a desirable 
public attitude. In a society where people 
are viewed primarily as economic units, 
compliance is convenient.  

M
any educationalists will, of course, 
deny that an anti-creative bias 
exists. Jordanhill College, for 
instance, includes a high propor-

tion of Expressive Arts courses in its curri-
culum. But the provision of creative-
sounding subjects is in itself no guarantee 
that the principles of genuine creativity are 
being put into practice. If students are pass-
ively waiting to be told how to be creative 
and in what way, a fundamental contradic-
tion in terms is established. 

All too often, we seek the appearance of 
creativity rather than an underlying atti-
tude. This is a direct result of a 
commercially-orientated society in which 
'image' is far more important, both for indi-
viduals and corporate groups such as politi- 



cal parties, than genuinely held principles. 
The vulnerability which inevitably accom-
panies real feeling and conviction must be 
hidden behind a sophisticated exterior, and 
most of our so-called 'creative' efforts go 
into the devising of these exteriors. 

This obsession with appearance is in itself 
a direct attack on genuine creativity, for it 
substitutes something else, a bogus look-
alike which is the product of cleverness, as 
lacking in conviction as a mercenary soldier 
who will fight to order for the highest 
bidder. Individually, it results in the real 
self being hidden away under layers of care-
fully constructed artifice — a suppression 
which all too often has dire psychological 
results. In artisitic terms, it produces work  

which is not more than a complex form of 
showing off. 

Many teachers of the 'creative' subjects 
have themselves no clear conviction of the 
vital nature of their chosen academic dis-
cipline, accepting the curricular brushing-
off which implies they are no more than a 
form of occupational therapy. In secondary 
schools it is almost universally assumed that 
only the 'talented' handful of children need 
such subjects at a higher level. Children 
themsevles reinforce this view, going along 
with the tacit assumptions which have been 
the background to their whole school expe-
rience. 

The progress of a creative child through 
school is often traumatic. By 'creative', I do  

not mean a precociously talented or artistic 
child, but one which has retained a robust 
sense of his or her own self, complete with 
curiousity and vigorous opinion. Such a 
child is, in most regimes, a nuisance. The 
teacher, trying to cope with a reception 
class of attention-seeking children, each 
one of whom is adrift in a new environment, 
will resort in self-defence to the curbing of 
question and comment. Order, quite reaso-
nably, is felt to be vital. I do not in any way 
dispute this, for an out-of-control class is a 
frightening thing for children to experience, 
and they cannot feel secure without 
confidence in the person in charge of it. But 
order for order's sake is sterile. 

All too often, the reinforcement of order 
becomes a top priority in the teacher's 



"creativity is strongly linked in 
the minds of most 
teachers with delinquency" 
mind, since it is a prerequisite for the pro-
duction of demonstrable results. Education 
is leaning ever more heavily towards the 
right-or-wrong, easily quantifiable impart-
ing of fact, and there is no incentive for 
teachers to give much consideration to what 
a child is privately thinking or feeling. Such 
functions are the weeds in the educational 
garden, resulting in inattention and deviant 
behaviour, and the traditional approach to 
discipline is based on a direct attack on 
them. Everyone has heard at some time in a 
classroom such phrases as, "When I want 
your opinion I'll ask for it," and, "What's so 
special about you?". 

The child thus attacked has two options. 
The first and easiest is to give way to the 
pressure and become obedient, volunte-
ering no opinion and waiting for instruction 
before attempting anything. This wins 
praise (or at least attracts no further blame) 
and the child may move successfully 
through the school, passing exams if he or 
she has the ability and moving on into 
employment or unemployment or further 
education. The habit of keeping personal 
feelings hidden is by now deeply engrained, 
and such people will be alarmed at the sug-
gestion that they should write freely about 
their own experience or express a dissenting 
opinion. Jordanhill staff worry about the 
passivity of the students, and yet the de-
tailed structure of the curriculum and the 
marking systems constantly reinforces the 
need for such passivity, for it would be into-
lerably irksome to a person of more freely-
ranging thought patterns. 

The second option for the creative child is 
to seek an alternative to what is happening 
in the classroom. The scope of these alter-
natives is enormous. At the least aggressive 
end, there is gazing out of the window and 
drifting off into daydream. (I have asked 
many classes in recent months about this 
and always, when the first bold spirits have 
put up their hands, all the others have ad-
mitted to it as well.) Sooner or later this 
escape route will be cut off by an irritated 
teacher, but unless an interesting reality is 
provided, the child will find new alterna-
tives. Rubbers can be dropped, notes writ-
ten, gum chewed, friends nudged, jotters 
doodled on and the game of teasing the 
teacher indulged in. These activities attract 
punishment, which in turn reinforces the 
conviction that school is an enemy to be 
fought with all ingenuity and courage. 
Truancy is, of course, the ultimate way 
out. 



A dissident child of powerful personality 
may often succeed in imposing his or her 
anarchic standards on the others in the 
class, and can certainly prevent them from 
cooperating fully with what the teacher is 
trying to do. For obvious reasons, he or she 
will by now be universally known as disrupt-
ive. Investigations may be made into the 
'background'. There may be a referral to 
the school psychologist, particularly if there 
is an absence of obvious social deprivation. 
Very seldom, if ever, is there an enquiry 
into the attitude taken by the school. 

Most children recover slowly from the 
damage inflicted during their school years, 
particularly if they are lucky enough to find 
an occupation which gives them an outlet 
for their true abilities. Some, however, car-
ry an embattled attitude into adult life. Jim-
my Boyle's book A Sense of Freedom chro-
nicles this emotional crippling very prec-
isely, together with the failure of increas-
ingly brutal disciplinary methods during 
years in prison. He is absolutely perceptive 
about the reasons for this failure and about 
the success of a last-ditch creative 
approach. Bob Geldofs autobiography, Is 
That It?, though written by a publicly ac-
claimed figure of charitable enterprise, tells 
a similar story of early and painful frustra-
tion. Both of these books should be obliga-
tory reading for students of education. 

Many of these human disasters, and the 
wastage of potential which they entail, 
could be avoided by a shift in emphasis to-
wards a more creative approach to educa-
tion. This is not to advocate an abandon-
ment of discipline — quite the reverse. 
Creative work is essentially and intrinsically 
a matter of discipline Imposed by the subject 
Itself. In the process of achieving a clear 
expression of what is meant, there has to be 
a constantly increasing watchfulness against 
inaccuracy or confusion, a perpetual 
refinement of intention. The teacher's job 
should be to perceive the nature of this on-
going problem, and help the child to ad-
dress it. 

This function, of course, demands a sen-
sitivity to the child's mind which is quite 
contrary to the present, essentially behav-
iourist, approach to teacher training. 

I
f students in the Education Colleges are 
made to accept that their work must con-
form absolutely to an externally imposed 
discipline, there is little hope of the cur-

rently blinkered approach to education ever 
being righted. One of the last things I did at  

Jordanhill was to read through a bunch of 
B.Ed. assignments which had been written 
partially in response to some work I had 
done with the students. I was appalled by 
the poor standard of spelling and grammar 
of some students, but even more appalled to 
realise that the papers were virtually iden-
tical in structure, with headings, sub-
headings and content dutifully noted down 
in accordance with the course tutor's dic-
tates. These students are expected to adopt 
the same methodology when they in turn 
are in charge of a class, and will perpetuate 
the same erosion of self-confidence and 
common-sense. 

We need a serious re-evaluation of edu-
cational aims, accepting and respecting the 
importance of the individual child's aware-
ness of his or her own being, and we will 
never achieve this within an approach which 
puts the methodology first, fitting the child 
into a structure of graded achievement. 

Frequently in recent months I have com-
mented to a teacher on the presence of a 
particularly bright and imaginative child in 
a class, only to receive a sorrowful shake of 
the head, with the opinion that he or she 
tends to be inattentive and is very unlikely 
to do well. The message is obvious; we are 
exercising a selection in favour of the com-
pliant. Having leaned over backwards to 
avoid the old and iniquitous selectivity 
which picked out a core of children to be 
favoured with a more intensive education, 
we are now selecting for uniformity. 

The most disturbing thing of all is the lack 
of a debate on these vital issues. There is, 
judging by what I saw at Jordanhill, a great 
deal of attention paid to the problem of how 
to teach, but very little paid to the more 
important question of what to teach. Books, 
for instance, were not regarded as valuable 
things in themselves, but only as 'source 
material' for classroom projects. They were 
used, in fact, like fuel for a teaching 
machine which had acquired a kind of finite 
presence, as though it was something quan-
tifiable, like a car. Official pressure rein-
forces this image, with its insistence on 
assessment and identifiable results. Teach-
ing is, of course, a human relationship, but 
such a qualitative notion is difficult to mea-
sure and therefore discredited. 

The need for an articulate, self-aware 
population has never been more urgent. 
Events in Eastern Europe have given us a 
clear warning of what can happen when a 
powerful government is able to divide and  

manipulate society, setting one group 
against another through the use of secrecy 
and privilege. We are encouraged to in-
terpret the eventual downfall of these politi-
cal systems as a crude resurgence of capital-
ism, but this is an oversimplification. There 
has been a redistribution of power because 
public opinion was at last able to find a 
collective voice. This success gives us no 
cause to feel smug, for we have a long way 
to go before such constructive common 
thinking can be achieved in this country. 

Regimes which seek to increase their 
autocracy always use education to achieve 
this aim, officialising the curricula of 
schools and limiting the freedom of 
teachers. We are seeing this process at work 
right now, with education being reduced to 
a system which resembles nothing so much 
as the breaking in of a horse. The end pro-
duct is required to be willing, tractible and 
disinclined towards constructive thought. 

A
s Scottish Child's and Free University's 
self-determination event in Govan 
proved this year, it is extraordinarily 
difficult to formulate any positive 

way forward. Writers of the Kelman genre 
expose very accurately the aridity which lies 
at the centre of many lives, but they present 
no coherent philosophical stance which may 
form a basis for social and educational 
rebuilding. Conversely, it is interesting that 
Kenneth White, an exiled Scot working as 
professor of Contemporary Poetry at the 
Sorbonne and long hailed in Europe as a 
significant philosophical writer, is only just 
beginning to be known here. His Travels In 
the Drifting Dawn and The Bird Path are now out 
in Penguin. Will they be read in the Colle-
ges of Education? I doubt it. Kelman is not 
read. Contemporary writing is not thought 
to be relevant to the training of teachers. 

At the end of a long, minutely detailed 
Jordanhill session on the misogynism of 
Roald Dahl, I heard a student sigh heavily. 
"Couldn't we just read the books and enjoy 
them?" she said. There were tuttings of dis-
approval. At the time — such is the influence 
of one's peers — I myself wondered if she 
was being lazy-minded. In retrospect, I 
think her instinct was right. Imagination is 
starved by over-concentration on the proce-
dures of detailed analysis, and it is vital that 
this starvation is not handed on to future 
generations. As Joyce Grenfell might have 
said, a child is not a horse. • 
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OUT LINE DEBATE 
As part of our Out-line series, where readers write about all aspects of 

Scotland growing up, we open our pages for a debate about home and  

state education. Rose Wilson, of Education Otherwise, describes why 

she educates her son at home; and Norman Bissell, a member of the 

Scottish Federation of Socialist Teachers, argues why parents should 

stick with the state system.  

Outside School — Home Education 

W
hen my son attended primary 
school, his head was cut open. On 
another occasion he was dragged 
along the playground by his heels 

resulting in his back being badly grazed. 
Another time at the week-end, but arising 
from a playground threat, his head was 
forced to the ground and stamped on which 
produced bruising and a cut lip. 

I now educate my son at home. Some 
families find that problems arising for their 
children in schools mean contact with pa-
nels, social work, psychologists, child gui-
dance, child and family clinics, the local 
education authority and more. 

Perhaps their child is school phobic. Per-
haps their problem stems from bullying in 
the playground. Whatever the reason, this 
can be a very traumatic time for all 
members of the family. 

Yet how many parents know they have 
the right to take their children out of school 
by simply sending a letter to the head-
teacher and one to the local education 
authority stating that they have found alter-
native means to educate their child/ren and 
to remove their names from the register? 

For children in this country, education is 
legally compulsory. Sending  children to 
school is not. Parents are accorded the 
primary responsibility for their children's 
education, and while they commonly de-
legate this to schools they need not do so. 
What's more, the eduction a parent provi-
des need not be the same as the education 
provided in school. My own son may settle 
for three subjects instead of the nine or ten 
provided in secondary school. Also when 
children reach the age for sitting '0' grades 
of Standard grades, they do not have to take 
these exams by law. 

Education Otherwise is a self-help organisa-
tion which takes its name from the Educa-
tion Act which states that parents are res-
ponsible for their child's education - 

"either by regular attendance at school or 
otherwise". 

The organisation offers support, advice 
and information to the increasing number 
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of families practising or considering home-
based education as an alternative to 
school. 

Parents' reasons for educating their chil-
dren at home are many, but there is a gen-
eral desire to take back direct responsibility 
for the education of children rather than 
delegate it to schools. 

Not all parents decide to home-educate 
because of such extreme conditions as my 
own. Some decide never to send their chil-
dren to school and set up an area at home 
where their children can learn at their own 
pace and be given their parents' full atten-
tion. 

The parents of one child who is school 
phobic found that a compulsory residential 
order was applied and the boy had to live in 
an institution for five days a week against 
the parents' will. Another family felt that 
their child was advanced, but when he at-
tended school his work deteriorated. They 
felt his needs were not being met and when 
they started home education their son's 
work improved greatly. 

Generally many parents feel that their 
child's needs are not being met for various 
reasons. In the case of bullying for instance, 
the headteacher may want to consider the 
reputation of the school first. He may not 
want to draw attention to these kinds of 
problems. However, this can put the needs 
of the organisation before the needs of the 
individual child. 

This is not to say that many children can't 
thrive and do well in school. They do. What 
is important is that parents realise that it is 
not against the law just to take their child 
out of school, provided they themselves de-
cide to give them some subjects at home. 
How many people know that they do not 
even need any qualifications to educate at 
home? 

Education Otherwise is funded entirely by 
members' subscriptions and donations. 
Membership is presently around 2,100 
families throughout the UK, and is open to 
anyone practising home-based education or 
not. 

Rose Wilson 

Opt in, Not Out,  . 

O
pting out contains great dangers for 
Scottish education. An article by 
Elizabeth McClelland in the Febru-
ary issue of Scottish Child illustrated 

some of these. In it she cited weaknesses in 
punctuation, grammar, study skills and lack 
of homework as well as private school tests 
and an educational psychologist's judge-
ment as evidence of her children's lack of 
progress in local authority primary 
schools. 

Her solution was to put her four children 
in private schools "which most middle class 
children attend" in Edinburgh at an annual 
cost of £11,000 in fees. She admits that "as 
one system grows fat the other grows lean" 
and asks "will this two class education 
system accelerate" with opting out by local 
authority schools? 

Leaving aside the suspect nature of her 
criteria for these judgements, the answer 
must be — yes, it will accelerate so long as 
well-intentioned people keep taking their 
children out of state schools. 

The Education Otherwise organisation, in 
what is another individualist response to 
what is happening in schools, encourages 
parents who educate their children at home, 
using local authority resources and ser-
vices. 

One problem with both this and the pri-
vate school alternative is that they simply 
aren't an option for the vast majority of 
parents either on grounds of cost or of 
family situation, because of housing condi-
tions, working parent(s), parents' own edu-
cational needs etc. 

A more fundamental objection is that pa-
rents adopting these 'solutions' actually 
deprive their own children of that essential 
connection with other youngsters of their 
own age, but with different class and cul-
tural backgrounds which is necessary to the 
all round development of the individual. 

The individualist educational solution in 
fact reinforces privilege and, in the same 
way as private health care weakens the Na-
tional Health Service, reduces the educa-
tional experience for the vast majority of 
children. 

The 'Thatcher revolution' which has 
swept through industry, housing, health 



and local government services over the last 
ten years is now making its mark in Scottish 
education. 

The Tory strategy is simple — first you cut 
back on the funding of education and other 
public services thereby accentuating the 
problems schools face. Next you proclaim 
freedom of choice, parent power and the 
needs of the individual child, all the while 
encouraging the private sector. Purpose of 
the exercise — to destroy comprehensive 
education and foster the (private) en-
terprise ethic in all aspects of life as a long-
term vote winner for Conservatism. 

Of course the existing school system has 
considerable weaknesses, most of which 
stem from the limited extent of the compre-
hensive move in the 60s and 70s, its under-
resourcing and undemocratic structure. 

For example most teachers would laugh 
at the idea that they have always run the 
schools. "The divine right of heidies," to 
rule, so called by John Maclean eighty years 
ago, has continued to this day. Only now it 
has become a directorate-led system of line 
management. 

What is required is that parents, students, 
teachers and community groups join to-
gether in action not only defence of compre-
hensive education but to improve and 
democratise schools and colleges. 

The Scottish Federation of Socialist Teachers 
has launched a proposed Education Charter. It 
suggests a radical alternative to current 
Tory and 'new realist' Labour policies. In 
particular it outlines the need for real 
democratic control of schools within a local 
authority framework. It calls for the aboli-
tion of school boards and their replacement 
by elected Schools Councils comprising pa-
rents, students, teachers, other education 
workers and community elected represen-
tatives. 

It is intended to initiate the widest 
possible discussion on the way forward for 
Scottish education and to consider the best 
means of defending and improving our edu-
cation service. Collective opting-in is al-
ways much better than individual opting- 
out. • 



CHILDREN'S RIGHTS 
A SCOTTISH FOCUS  
The UN Draft Convention on the Rights of the Child was the subject of 
a seminar held in Glasgow by Save the Children (Scotland) in June. In 

an address given by Rosemary Milne, she asks how useful is the 
Convention for examining children's rights in Scotland? 
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A
pproaching the UN Draft Conven-
tion on Children's Rights with an 
open mind, it is quite encouraging 
reading. There is no doubt that if 

member States ratify it, it will provide a set 
of standards against which decisions con-
cerning children will be able to be judged 
and evaluated. Too many children have 
been exploited and cheated of fair opportu-
nities for healthy growth for far too long. 

If that sounds like a somewhat muted 
endorsement, it is meant to. For there are 
also good reasons to feel uneasy about a 
document which is quite literally divisive. 
The Articles divide the rights of children up 
into what we might call specialist categories 
— of health, education, handicap, adoption 
etc. Only the Preamble goes some way to-
wards reminding us of the interconnected-
ness of all these facets of a human being's 
life. 

It is a document which is almost entirely 
focused on goals. It has nothing at all to say 
about how to achieve them. Because of this 
it is of limited value in helping us to deter-
mine here in Scotland how we should pro-
ceed. I do not mean by this to pour scorn on 
goals nor indeed on the Convention. Nor do 
I think there is any reason for Scots to feel 
complacent about children's rights. But in 
order to achieve long term benefits, not just 
for the child, but for the adult that the child 
will eventually become, we have to devote 
at least fifty per cent of our efforts to work-
ing out together how the goals we are setting 
ourselves are to be achieved. 

If we are going to talk about the long as 
well as the short term we have to use some-
thing more than the language of legal rights. 
And if we want to achieve enduring impro-
vements it will require us to find new ways 
of operating together, not merely better run 
bureaucracies. 

Michael Ignatieff, in his book of essays, 
The Needs of Strangers, says a great deal about 
needs and relatively little about rights. He 
also makes an important point about the 
dangers inherent in treating individuals like 
blank pages on which to write the best 
possible script. 

"It is notorious how self-deceiving we are 
about our needs. If we often deceive ourselv-
es about what we need, we are likely to be 
deceived about what strangers need. There 
are few presumptions in human relations 
more dangerous than the idea that one 
knows what another human being needs 
better than they do themselves. In politics 
this presumption is a warrant to ignore 
democratic preferences and to trample on 
freedom. In other realms, the arrogation of 
the fight by doctors to define the needs of 
their patients, of social workers to administer 
the needs of their clients and finally of par-
ents to decide the needs of their children is in 
each case a warrant for abuse. . ." 

Conventions on children's rights are not 
exempt from this criticism either. Who, we 
may ask, is behind the demand for formal 
rights for children? Is it the children them-
selves? Sometimes it is, of course. But often 
the inspiration and the activism comes from 
adults. If we are to get to grips with children's 
rights, we need to understand better why 



Writers other than Ignatieff have pointed 
out that a rights model of justice depends on 
an individualistic theory of social relations. 
It will no doubt be claimed of the UN Con-
vention that it has a great deal to say about 
the child within his or her environment. 
This is true, but of course the central prin-
ciple of the Convention is that the child 
should be able to make claims against those 
who care for and educate him or her and 
that age and immaturity should be no bar-
rier to such claims. However, the idea of 
society made up of a multitude of indi-
viduals is one which most Scots would pro-
bably find pretty repellant. You have only 
to think of the reaction provoked by Marga-
ret Thatcher's statement that "there is no 
such thing as society, only individuals" to 
realise how unacceptable people find that 
kind of message. 

The individualising approach sits particu-
larly uncomfortably with the law and regu-
lations which govern the operation of the 
Children's Hearing System. The latter has 
come in for some renewed criticism in rec-
ent times, especially over this question of 
the representation of children. 

One of the criticisms is that the thinking 
of the Kilbrandon Committee on which Part 
3 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 is 
based, was over-concerned with the rights 
and responsibilities of parents to care for their 
own children if at all possible. The members 
of the Kibrandon Committee, such people 
would argue, were naive about the relation-
ship between parents and children. Most 
parents may love their children and want 
the best for them. But a justice system has to 
provide for those that do not. Its structures 
and methods must acknowledge the 
unequal power relation between child and 
adults — whether the adults are natural or 
substitute parents. I do not myself think 
that this is where the problems lie with the 
Hearing System. Indeed I think the repre-
sentation issue is an unwelcome distraction 
from the main question which concerns 
both children who come to hearings and 
untold numbers of others who do not. 

Far from believing that children's inte-
rests will be served by looking at their needs 
as if they are somehow distinct from those 
of their carers, I think we should be insisting 
much more on the child as an integral part 
of his or her family. 

The Preamble to the Convention makes 
reference to the child growing up in a family 
in an atmosphere of happiness, love and 
understanding. No-one, you might think, 
would quarrel with the sentiments in such a 
statement. In the real world however, chil-
dren do quarrel with it — regularly. Eve-
ryone knows of children living in situations 
which seem to fail abysmally in meeting the 
child's need for love and happiness. Many 
of us will know of children who remain 
strongly attached to adults who have abused 
and neglected them. Some of those children 
will go to enormous lengths to sabotage the 
efforts of the authorities to transplant them 
to more 'wholesome' environments. The 
determined ones may continue to cling on 
to old loyalties throughout their child-
hood. 

Between 1984 and 1987 in Strathclyde, a 
fifth of children under 4 years of age failed 
to settle with their adopters. This figure 
rises to a staggering 60% of adoptions 
breaking down in the cases of children over 
age 12. 

These are the stubborn facts, mirrored in 
the latest figures for adoption breakdowns 
in other regions. Children constantly dis-
turb our idealised and idealising images of 
what we can provide for them. 

The Convention is a list of the rights of 
children, as seen through adult eyes. So in ad-
dressing the question of how useful the 
Draft Convention is for children's rights in 
Scotland, the answer has to be "of limited 
use in itself". 

T
his is clearly not because Scotland has 
any reason to be complacent about 
children's rights. But rather than 
beginning with the Convention, we 

have to go to other sources which more 
accurately reflect the philosophy and cur-
rent possibilities of Scottish law and cul-
ture. 

Such a one is Erica De'Ath and Gillian 
Pugh's book, The Needs of Parents. In it they 
describe what parents need to help them 

"the terms of the debate on 
children's rights have to be 

rather different from those of 
the Convention" 

parent successfullly. They refer to some-
thing they call 'permitting circumstances'. 

Our present child care legislation places 
considerable emphasis on the role of the 
child's family and wider community in pro-
tecting and upholding children's rights, so it 
is worth looking at what they mean by 'per-
mitting circumstances' in more detail. They 
identify certain key elements which are 
necessary in order for parents to carry out 
their task of parenting: "Parents need life 
opportunities and facilities. The interaction 
which takes place between economic, social 
and educational factors of deprivation is ex-
tremely complex in its effects but the fact is 
that many parents find it exceedingly difficult 
to bring up their children when basic per-
sonal and family needs are not met." If you 
want confirmation of this, you only have to 
look at the Strathclyde Social Trends Re-
port of last year. That shows large — and 
dramatically increasing — numbers of fami-
lies living in poverty, and facing a whole 
range of problems as a direct condequence 
of that poverty. 

De'Ath and Pugh go on to say that 

"Some parents may need parenting before 
they can respond to the needs of their chil-
dren. We can think particularly in this re-
gard of the young person with a life-time's 

experience of institutional care, or the  

young unloved mother or father who looks 
to the babe-in-arms to supply his or her 
needs for responsive affection. 

"Parents also need information and 
knowledge about sources of help within the 
community; about welfare rights and 
benefits; about common childhood ail-
ments; about health and development; 
about the stages of child development and 
the part parents play in each of these. Un-
realistic expectations of behaviour at each 
stage is frequently a major source of frustra-
tion, anger and disappointment — a common 
factor in child abuse." 

By 1987 an estimated one child in every 
three in Lothian was living at or below 
Supplementary Benefit level. In some 
secondary schools in Lothian the number of 
children on free school meals is now over 
well over 40%. In two of the most deprived 
areas of Edinburgh 23% of all births are to 
young mothers under the age of 20. Very 
young mothers have been shown to be more 
likely to have serious problems financially, 
socially and with housing. They are also 
more likely to suffer the stress of marital 
breakdown. 

What do we in Scotland think about the 
respective rights of a sixteen year-old 
mother with a baby of six months? How do 
we determine whether that young woman is 
a child or adult? Why does that matter? 
And where do her rights end and the baby's 
begin? 

B
ecause the Convention can't supply 
the answers, it doesn't mean that 
these aren't important questions. 
The danger lies in talking about them 

as if they are abstract philosophical issues. 
If we are to have any hope of answering 
them, they have to be put into the context of 
the real world. That means acknowledging 
the fact that thousands of children and par-
ents in Scotland are prevented by poverty 
and a lack of basic opportunities from at-
taining even the least of those permitting 
circumstances. 

It would be easy enough to say, "It is 
beyond our powers to tackle poverty and 
until government changes its policy. No-
thing else can." But change in attitude does 
not need to wait for the collapse of strangu-
lating economic power structures. These 
mask but do not eliminate other realities, 
other possibilities. 

What we can be fairly sure of is, that if it is 
a worthwhile project to attempt to bring 
about the conditions described by De'Ath 
and Pugh for children and parents, the 
terms of the debate on children's rights have 
to be rather different from those of the Con-
vention — not so much a subject for separate 
consideration as just one aspect of a much 
wider discussion about responsibilities, en-
titlements, dissent and authority. 

Copies of the Draft Convention can be 
obtained from Scottish Child and Family 
Alliance (SCAFA), 50 Albany Street, Edin-
burgh EH]. Send a large s.a.e. 
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REVIEWS 

Down in the... Plantation. 

THE CHILD IN THE COUNTRY 

Colin Ward 

Bedford Square Press £7.95 

Lois Aitkenhead 

When I was on our local playgroup commit-
tee, on one occasion we made the unpre-
cedented and not to be be repeated decision 
to hold the monthly meeting in the home of 
one of our 'more isolated' members. I re-
member the journey well. 

It was raining. It took twenty minutes to 
drive the four miles of rough track. We had 
to struggle with five gates, each awkward 
heavy and broken. When we reached the 
cottage I realised that this represented rural  

isolation which had nothing to do with farm-
ing or someone's idea of the traditional 
countryside. 

The young mother living here with two 
pre-school children was married to a low-
paid forestry worker. She had no backgo-
round in farming; there were no animals, no 
garden around the tied cottage. The silence 
was that created by the shroud of Sitka 
spruce plantation. And the view of the Gal-
loway hills was blotted out on all sides by 
the same. 

Although I have lived most of my life in 
the country, since that day 'rural depriva-
tion' held a new meaning for me. In the ten 
years since then I have not found a book 
which satisfied my desire to understand or 
explore the complex issues around growing 
up in the country. Until now, that is. 

Colin Ward's The Child in the Country seeks  

to reveal and dispel the myths which sur-
round the rural child. He raises some of the 
questions about why we have created and 
needed to hold onto these myths. In whose 
interest is it, after all, that we should uphold 
the nostaligic view of rural paradise? 

"The sludge-gulper paid its yearly call 
unexpectedly. . . 

'Look,' I said to the two visiting eight year 
olds whose family has lived here for genera-
tions, 'Santa Claus is early this year'. Old 
Mr. Green instantly fell into the role. 'What 
do you want me to bring you then?' he 
asked. 

'A computer,' said one. 

'A video,' said the other. 
'I'll see what I can do,' he replied, 'but I was 
going to bring YOU a sledge, and YOU,' 
pointing an admonitory finger, 'a beautiful 
white rabbit in a hutch.' 
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Grit and Diamonds 
Grit and Diamonds —Women in Scot-
land Making History 1980-1990 
(Strathmullion and the Cauldron 
Collective, E5.95), edited by Shirley 
Henderson and Alison Mackay, represents 
an achievement for women in Scotland. In 
the context of a decade which attacked 
women, independent bookshps and small 
publishers, the importance of its very 
existence must be underlined. 

Withdrawal of funding from public sector 
housing, the destruction of the welfare 
benefit systems, reduction of maternity 
rights and hospital closures — all were direct 
attacks by the Thatcher government on 
women. But this book shows, across a who-
le range of fronts, that women can still act 
and fight back together. 

The positive action of the sit-in at the Lee 
Jeans factory is featured, as are the efforts 
of local government women's committees. 
A piece on Women and the Miners' Strike 
reminds us that women felt their effort was 
only welcome if they did things men's way 
and for men's benefit. They didn't. 

Women have come together to Reclaim 
the Night, to work in media film and thea-
tre. While there may not be a co-ordinated 
active women's movement, there are many 
groups of women networking in Scotland. 
The Scottish Black Women's Group led to 
the setting up of the Lothian Black Forum — 
"We struggle together with black men 
against racism while we struggle with black 
men against sexism." 

The women's Claim of Right for Scotland 
underlines that women's experience of 
working together could make politics more 
creative. 

Cathie Thomson 

What might be dismissed as a 'women's 
view' of people and history is contained in 
Alice Miller's The Untouched Key 
(Virago, £6.99). But watch it, like all of 
her work, it's power is usually forbidding. 

Miller, taking the unconventional route 
to biographical research, traces childhood 
trauma in creativity and destructiveness. 
Creative people are interesting. 

Buster Keaton who learned his po-faced 
comic style as the mute stooge to his stage 
parents' comedy act. Pablo Picasso at three  

years old was painfully reminded of his own 
birth trauma by the horrors of an earthqua-
ke and the birth of his sister. And Friedrich 
Nietzsche? Just substitute 'my family' or 
'my aunts' (who brought him up), says 
Miller, for 'Christianity' in his polemics, 
and you'll get a truer impression of where 
he's coming from. 

When you notice that the average biogra-
phy devotes about ten pages to the first 
twenty years of its subject, there's some-
thing to this. In fact it's so obvious, it's 
electric. 

How do you cope with difficult behaviour 
from children you care for? Managing 
Behaviour — Controlling with Care 
(National Foster Care Association, 
90p) may have a sinister controlling sort of 
title. 

But it is a serious, and useful attempt, to 
tackle the issue of parent responsibilities, 
when in the fostering situation, "many local 
authorities no longer approve of corporal 
punishment." 

Practical ideas for avoiding smacking 
babies/toddlers/older children — may not be 
a delightful set of subtitles, but such direct 
confronting of these difficult issues deserves 
to be in every home. And foster home. And 
Children's Home. 

Copies (90p, with discounts for bulk or-
ders) can be ordered from NFCA, Francis 
House, Francis Street, London SW1 P IDE, 
071 828 6266. MI 

The theme of good practical advice is evi-
dent too, in Out in the Open — a Guide 
for Young People who have been 
Sexually Abused (Virago, £3.99) by 
Ouaine limn and Maureen Saunders. A 
step by step guide through the facts of sexu-
ality and abuse — many people assume 
wrongly that those who have been abused 
are therefore sexually aware, if not preco-
cious. 

Also advice about telling, the range of 
feelings involved and how they might be 
coped with; and perhaps, in the process of 
understanding the sometimes incompre-
hensible, other people's stories of their ex-
periences. To be taken all at once.or in short 
doses. For young people and those who 
seek to help, a must. • 

Derek Rodger 

Like the rest of us, he has a generational 
view of village childhood." 

The danger inherent in the assumptions 
about rural life is that the conditions of dis-
advantage and deprivation will go unno-
ticed because they do not fit the picture. As 
Richard Mabey says in his introduction, 
"Country children are, sadly, one of the 
ingredients of our nostalgia-ridden rural 
mythology." 

Ward describes the present trends which 
are creating rural apartheid — the genuine 
'dying village' which costs a fortune to live 
in; the elaborate system of planning laws 
and public health regulations which create 
the apartheid; the over-simplified 'logic' 
which calls for small school closure. Thank-
fully he avoids diatribes, but considers the 
structures beneath the symptoms. 

Sparing us the polemic, he actually in-
spires with accounts of educational endea-
vours which defy the dead hand of bureau-
cracy; and with stories that show 'there are 
other dimensions to the child than educa-
tional performance'. Above all in asking the 
daunting questions about what a rural curri-
culum could amount to in the 1990s, he 
reinforces the belief that 'rural education 
can be a creative adventure rather than an 
administrative headache'. 

Similarly, in exposing the harsh reality 
for many depressed adolescents — frustrated 
people living in the most beautiful parts of 
the country, trapped by the tyranny of dis-
tance — Ward warns against assuming that 
these young people want to flee. What the 
most recent surveys show is "not so much a 
rejection of living in the country as an in-
tense yearning for personal mobility — ac-
cess to work and higher education." No 
surprise perhaps, but we are inclined to for-
get that the city has lost the glamorous lure 
of pre-TV days. 

Ward's illustrations are often by way of 
simple and vivid narrative — they speak with 
autobiographical directness and also with 
the voice of parable. 

As with our own personal development, 
so in the wider society, we need to feel that 
our voice counts and that we play a real part 
in creating our environment. In his account 
of one of the most telling of all studies of 
rural childhood, there is inspiration in the 
glimpse of Las Rosas of Argentina where 
children play a small but recognisable part 
in community action. Compared to children 
from widely different situations, including 
the wealthy of a Melbourne suburb, these 
children were singularly happy, in 
reflecting, despite their poverty, a hopeful 
active community. 

The one serious regret of this book is that 
it comes essentially from the experience of 
England and Wales. You do recognise the 
faces and voices of individuals and commit-
tees, but the historical and geographical cir-
cumstances which are specific to Scotland 
justify a closer look at the realities of the 
Scottish country child. • 
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LAW 

Family Courts - the Way Forward? 
One of the main problems with 
the law as it attempts to deal with 
the complexities of human rela-
tionships in family situations is 
the sheer diversity of actions 
which can arise. Different ac-
tions can overlap. In a relation-
ship breakdown for example, 
there may be separate actions for 
custody, access, financial settle-
ment, and even interdict. Any 
single appeal adds to the level of 
emotional stress for parents and 
children, and each one can be 
spread over a period of time. 

Similarly there can be more  

than one court involved. Al-
though the Sheriff Court now 
has wide jurisdiction in family 
matters, someone may choose to 
seek a divorce in the Court of 
Session. Appeals too may go to  

the Court of Session. At the 
same time, a child affected by 
the parental dispute may need to 
be referred to a Children's Hear-
ing. 

It's perhaps not hard to see  

how a single family may have 
their problems fragmented and 
examined by different courts and 
different adjudicators. Years can 
pass before matters are fully res-
olved. 

The complexity of the system 
itself leads to a further source of 
difficulty. In matrimonial cases 
in particular, parties often resort 
to barter — "I will agree to your 
having access, if you increase my 
maintenance." A refusal may 
lead to both issues being brought 
before the court where the pro- 

Family law includes matrimonial issues, 
adoption, care proceedings and financial matters. 
Many argue that present systems leave the people 

out of it. Cathy Marr looks at the possibilities 
offered by a system of Family Courts. 
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Family Courts in Scotland 
Arising from the Children Act 1989, 
'domestic proceedings' in Magistrates 
Courts in England & Wales are now to 
be known as 'family proceedings'. The 
'domestic court' is now to be known as 
the 'family proceedings court'. 

At present there are no plans to in-
troduce a system of Family Courts to 
Scotland. But in Parliament the So-
licitor General stated, "The Children 

Bill is only the beginning of a rolling 
programme to review the substantive 
law ... " 

Review of law affecting the family 
should be informed, he said, "by the 
need for legal consistency; the desira-
bility of all proceedings for one family 
being heard together, and the need to 
move away from adverserial to inquisi-
torial procedures". 

cedure is adverserial, evidence 
being led by examination and 
cross-examination of witnesses. 

A parent seeking access must 
prove that this would benefit the 
child. The other will advance 
evidence to the contrary, per-
haps by pointing to a previous 
lack of interest, or to distress 
caused to the child. Under such 
wrangling, any basis for compro-
mise is forgotten. In effect, 
rather than the court being the 
place where things are resolved, 
it is the place where hostilities 
are played out. Judges recognise  

this, and although a social work 
report may be available to assist 
the court, a decision must be 
based on the evidence pres-
ented. 

Yet such situations could be 
avoided, if all family matters 
were dealt with by one court — a 
Family Court. The Finer Report 
in 1974 advocated the introduc-
tion of a Family Court for both 
north and south of the border, 
the aim being . . . "to make ad-
judication and welfare march 
hand in hand." 

"Through the Family Court," 
Finer argued, "it should be 
possible to make a new and 
highly beneficial synthesis be-
tween law and social welfare, 
and the respective skills, expe-
rience and efforts of lawyers and 
social workers." 

So how would a Family Court 
improve the situation? To begin 
with the court would have its 
own welfare service, which 
would ensure automatic counsel-
ling, helping the parties to focus 
on the needs of the children in 
every respect, emotional phy-
sical and financial. Even if agree-
ments were not forthcoming — 
and in a non-judicial setting they 
generally have a better chance — 
at least all questions would have 
been examined together. 

Parents and children, through 
the Family Court's own welfare 
service, would be advised to ob-
tain legal representation where 
necessary. The social workers 
could fully investigate the family 
situation to assist the court in 
every case. The emphasis would 
change from accusatorial to in-
quisitorial. 

A further argument for Family 
Courts would be the use of 
trained and experienced person-
nel, from counsellors to judges, 
who would develop an expertise 
in all aspects of family law, and 
would stand a better chance than 
under the present system of 
developing a sensitivity to the  

consequences of family break-
down. One suggestion is that the 
judge could be assisted by lay 
members and this would help in 
meeting the argument that 
judges are often remote from 
and lack understanding of the or-
dinary family. Family Courts 
would similarly encourage 
lawyers to specialise and develop 
skills in child advocacy. 

Family Courts should have the 
added advantage of doing away 
with some of the delays expe-
rienced at present. There should 
be no debate as to jurisdiction, 
and no need to refer a case to 
another court when some related 
action was pending. Where it 
was in the child's interest that a 
decision be taken quickly, the 
court could arrange an imme-
diate hearing for an interim deci-
sion, without obviating the need 
for full investigation, or preju-
dicing the final outcome. 

The Finer Report envisaged 
that in addition to matrimonial 
matters, the Family Court would 
deal with care proceedings. In 
Scotland, the Children's Hear-
ing System could be absorbed 
into the Family Court. Equally it 
could operate as now, but with 
any reference or appeal going to 
the new court, rather than to the 
Sheriff. 

One objection to the introduc-
tion of Family Courts is that it 
simply replaces one structure 
with another. There would still 
be conflict; there would still be 
judges. True enough, and there 
would need to be a two tier 
system allowing for a local judge 
and an appeal forum. This need 
not detract from the benefits out-
lined. 

Such a change could well res-
ult in more agreement and less 
appeals from the party who has 
"lost". More importantly, as 
with the present conciliation ser-
vice, all concerned would be en-
couraged to recognise the child's 
needs rather than the tone being 
set by personal animosities. III 
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LETTERS 

Child Care 
Dear Editor, 

For some years I have been con-
cerned about the myopic and 
restricted discussion in the press 
about the issue of 'child care'in 
relation to children's upbringing 
and wish to see the whole area of 
debate widened. 

What exactly is the context wi-
thin which we talk about 'child 
care' for the pre-school child? Is  

it not the case that when we are 
discussing the merits and de-
merits of 'child care' this is alrea-
dy within the context of what is, 
in effect, second best. For 
example, the decision to seek 
'child care' is primarily moti-
vated by the parents' desire to 
spend time in activities incompa-
tible with looking after their 
young child. i.e. the parents' de-
sires and priorities come first and  

the child's needs are secondary. 

In this situation discussions 
concerning 'child care' and what 
is best for the child refer to the 
child's situation after parents 
have met their first priority. 

If we want from society an 
economic system where not only 
our living is structured through  

the workplace but also our chil-
dren's upbringing through 
formal 'child care' facilities such 
as workplace or public creches, 
then the implications and 
significance of such policies on 
the future culture and the quality 
of our society must not be ig-
nored. 

Pamela Bartlett 
Barrhead 

Iron Fists 
Dear Editor, 

The concern expressed in recent 
issues about the effects and con-
sequences of authoritarianism is 
well founded. 

Exercising power to quell dis-
sent, actual and perceived, is a 
relatively simple task. Putting 
right the damage caused in the 
process is an altogether different 
matter. 

The members of the present 
government owe their positions 
to their willingness to acquiesce 
in all circumstances. Former in-
cumbents who chose not to play 
by the leader's rules were got rid 
of or resigned. The results for 
the country and for the Conser-
vative Party are now plain for all 
to see. 

Similar scenarios can be rea-
dily identified in Scottish local 
government Fife Social Work  

Department is by no means uni-
que in regarding consultation 
and discussion as unnecessary 
hindrances to the achievement 
of objectives that reflect views 
which, like Mrs Thatcher's, may 
not be challenged. 

In such circumstances, it 
makes sense to appoint 
managers at all levels who appre-
ciate that advancement is conco-
mitant with a willingness to carry 
out orders unquestioningly, whi-
le those who aspire to mana-
gerial posts look on and learn 
and conduct themselves accord-
ingly. 

Intrigue and conspiracy is rife 
since the prime function of 
management is to uphold the 
management line, regardless of 
the strength and substance of 
contrary views. And imitation 
being the sincerest form of flatt-
ery, instructions are issued and 
decisions taken by upper and  

middle management without any 
pretence at consultation or at-
tempts at justification. Predic-
tably, those who dare to ques-
tion or object are designated 
subversive elements. 

Since independence of 
thought is regarded as an unde-
sirable characteristic with the 
potential to threaten the stability 
of the organisational structure, 
properly constituted manage-
ment training courses are consi-
dered too risky and therefore do 
not take place. 

The siege mentality is further 
highlighted by the fact that pro-
moted appointments frequently 
reflect the successful candidate's 
allegiance to the ruling political 
party rather than his or her suita-
bility for the post. 

Where the ruling party is gua-
ranteed a massive working 
majority ad infinitum, those who 
favour running a department in  

this fashion are invincible and 
mediocrity and insensitivity arc 
endemic. 
And where does this leave the 
poor bloody squaddies at the 
Front? Humiliated, demoralised 
and on a hiding to nothing. 

An Ex-Private 

Editor: This letter is one example 
of the many phone calls and 
letters we have received in recent 
months on the question of centra-
lised control in public life, which 
we have alluded to in items about 
the Strathclyde social workers' 
strike (Scottish Child February 
1990) and the Fife Child Care En-
quiry (Scottish Child April 1990). 

It is not normally our policy to 
publish anonymous letters, but 
some recognition is required of 
the weight of the response. If 
change is needed, readers, it 
won't come about by hiding in the 
closet. 
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Wee-ness! 
Dear Editor, 

As the progenitor of the "smart-
arse" jibe, featured in your 
"We're Wee?" article (June/ 
July), if I gave offence by ap-
pearing to denigrate you by that 
remark, let me at the outset offer 
an apology. I recognise and ad-
mire your courage and self-
sacrifice in establishing Scottish 
Child. While I unrepentantly get 
irritated by the smartarsedness 
of some of the articles, I wel-
come your magazine and have 
supported it since its inception. 

However, in defence of my-
self, I did not order you cut out 
smartarse remarks. I'm not auth-
oritarian and anyway being on 
the fringes of power I could not 
enforce such an order. 

Having now demonstrated to 
you an aspect of ghetto mentality 
— viz: backing off sharpish if you 
think you've angered someone 
in case they wreak a terrible re-
tribution (some call this "cowar-
dice") — I must define my con-
cept. 

The smartarse finds fault, but 
never recognises the good. No 
matter how great the achieve-
ment, if there is the slightest 
fault, no matter how peripheral, 
the smartarse will seize upon it 
gleefully. The smartarse's voca-
bulary comprises "basically", 
"fundamentally", or "totally 
wrong". The smartarse does no-
thing other than find fault. The 
smartarses arrested Yossarian 
for being AWOL but ignored 
Arfit who had murdered a 
woman. We do not have to "in-
dulge" smartarses; smartarsed-
ness is a precious indulgence in 
itself. 

I do recognise in myself Bet-
telheim's described factors in 
your ghetto-mentality theme. I 
recognise the aspects of the 
mindset you have identified. 
Yes, I am an upwardly mobile 
middle-class Scot who knows 
where I came from and how far I 
have to fall. Yes, I am guilty at 
times of the parochialism that 
this is only happening to me as a 
Scot, as a teacher, as a man, as a 
teetotaller. If there is a ghetto 
mentality I have a measure of it. 

I cannot accept though, what 
you describe as "welfarist ortho-
doxy" were it as dogmatic as you 
portray it. If there is such a thing 
it is not like that. Born in 1947 I 
have benefitted significantly  

from provision of health, educa-
tion and housing, and as a local 
authority employee, I continue 
to do so and have a vested inte-
rest. But I accept that all these 
services do have faults: they are 
not exempt from criticism. They 
can and do become prisoners of 
vested interests and do not serve 
their client groups adequately. 
Nor are the power and influence 
of client groups particularly 
great. 

However, to imply, as you do, 
that we denizens of the mental 
ghetto are blind to these faults 
and intolerant of critics is merely 
to hold a mirror to your own. 
There is stereotyping on both 
sides here. 

It is at least as important to 
recognise what is done well, as it 
is to identify flaws. The old cliche 
of not throwing the baby out 
with the bath water may have 
some truth in it. The smartarse 
does not see the baby, only the 
tidemark. 

State education accom-
modates more than 90% of Scots 
and few have much choice of 
what is on offer. Of course there 
ought to be greater empower-
ment of all participants. Of 
course local authority schools 
have faults. But they have many 
achievements too. 

The contest mobility — albeit 
limited — of state schools is under 
attack from the advocates of 
sponsored mobility who have the 
power to choke resources, to  

demoralise teachers, to publicise 
faults (real or imaginary), and to 
ignore successes. Your articles 
of unbalanced criticism of state 
education — though well inten-
tioned — merely reinforces the at-
tacks by reactionaries. Or is this 
just my ghetto-mentality para-
noia? 

Mao wrote: "We are not only 
good at destroying the old world, 
we are also good at building the 
new." The zeal of the Red 
Guards was solely destructive 
and China was set back many de-
cades. The Red Guards were all 
smartarses! 

Alasdair Macdonald 
Glasgow 

Dear Editor, 

As a fellow Scot, I must take 
issue with Derek Rodger's ar-
ticle in the Taking Charge series, 
and most strongly refute his im-
plication that Scots are cowardly 
in the face of conflict and that we 
seriously lack "bonny fechters". 

Any reading of the political/ 
industrial history of the Scottish 
working class during this century 
would suggest otherwise. In my 
own memory, many smoke-filled 
rooms and dingy halls were abso-
lutely stuffed with the "ardently 
opinionated"; "table-thumpers" 
abounded, and so many voices 
were raised so often, that getting 
a word in sideways was a serious 
problem. On these occasions, 
even the most dispirited or alie-
nated, as well as those who knew  

nothing of "the connectedness 
between personal psychology 
and political perception" knew 
whose interests were being 
served by "the deluge of self-
deluding lies and pap" of the 
mass media. 

Admittedly this was several 
decades ago, and in the heart of 
Glasgow. During the interven-
ing 70s and 80s however, we 
have seen a "blitzkrieg" on 
central Scotland's traditional in-
dustries including heavy engine-
ering, railways, coalmining — 
each closure producing many 
"raised voices" and plenty of 
folk "bursting into tears" to no 
avail. Indeed even our children, 
absorbed in the pap known as 
"the charts" had a "no. 1 hit" 
called Letter from America, listing 
all the contemporary clearances 
of Scottish industrial communi-
ties. 

It appears however, that it 
may not be "bonny fechters" 
Derek Rodger is seeking out, 
but rather those who are "differ-
ent" or "original". It seems to 
me that Scotland and its people 
have suffered so much already 
from this individualistic stance to 
society, at the hands of the 
powerful in Westmister, that it is 
hard to stomach a promotion of 
these values in Scottish Child. 

As the havoc of this govern-
ment's policies continues in the 
direction of the Scottish steel in-
dustry, I am sure there will be 
many "ardently opinionated", 
many more "raised voices", and 
much thumping of tables and 
floods of tears, unless enough 
brave folk who carry their "op-
positional stance" as far as it can 
be taken, are mustered to fight 
back yet again, hopefully sup-
ported all the way by Scottish 
Child and like-minded sections 
of the media? 

If there are not many around 
where he is, dare I suggest (at the 
risk of betraying my "immature 
level of thought") that he is look-
ing in the wrong places, or mov-
ing in the wrong circles. Cer-
tainly, his argument is not only 
"a ghetto" but a political dead-
end. 

Agnes Wilson 
Perth 

SCOTTISH CHILD welcomes readers' 
letters. Please send letters to The 
Editor, Scottish Child, 4 Garrioch Drive, 
Glasgow G20 8RP. 
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CHILDREN 
IN 
EUROPE 

National Children's Bureau 
Anglo-Scottish Conference 

25-26 September 1990 

Kelvin Conference Centre 
Glasgow 

main speaker 
Sirpa Utriainen 

charges 
residential rate £ 130 inc vat 
non-residential rate £ 95 inc vat 

more information 
071 278 9441 

HOLISTIC 
SPIRITUAL 
GREEN 
SOMATIC 
GROWTH 
BOOKS 
52 HAMILTON PLACE 
EDINBURGH EH3 SAX 
Tel: 031 226 3066 

BODY & SOUL 
BODY AND SOUL is Scotland's foremost New Age bookshop, 
with thousands of books for personal, social and environmental 
growth. Psychology, Therapies, Personal Growth, Parenting, 
Health, Yoga, Massage, Meditation and Green Issues are only a 
few examples of our exceptionally wide range of subject sections. 
And our very special selection of Children's books is well worth a 
visit. 

PLUS — magazines, newsletters, music and meditation tapes and 
complementary therapies noticeboard. 

BODY AND SOUL'S mail-order service is helpful and efficient 
with all telephone enquiries. 

And all this in one small friendly space, across the road from 
Stockbridge Library. Visit us Mon — Sat 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. 

VISA/ACCESS welcome. 

2 YEARS OLD! 

The next issue of SCOTTISH 
CHILD — this might surprise 
regular readers — marks the 
second full year of operation 
as an independent 
Those of us who work for 
SCOTTISH CHILD know the 
range and depth of support 
for the magazine from every 
part of the country. Wishing 
your SCOTTISH CHILD a 
Happy Birthday!/Best 
Wishes!/or some other 
poignant advice gives you or 
your organisation the chance 
to convert your feelings into 
tangible support 

So take a support advert in 
the October issue! 
Individuals: £10.00 a line 
entry 

Organisations: £30.00 a 
small block entry (alcm x 6cm) 

Display adverts: Phone for 
rate card 
BOOK EARLY! 

Scottish 
Child MIN 
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THIS DIARY 

Fair Comment 
The day after the England v. 
Cameroon match, my neigh-
bour, a restrained, almost gen-
teel woman in her late sixties, 
confided that she had 'gone a litt-
le mad' the previous evening. 
'For the Cameroons, of course,' 
she added. If she had hitherto 
made any pronouncement on 
football, I should be very much 
surprised. 

On the evening of the England 
v. West Germany game, as 
Waddle stepped up to take his 
vital penalty, the tension in our 
house had reached an unhealthy 
stage. Like it could precipitate 
cardiac arrest. When the kick 
was missed by the unfortunate 
Waddle, there was uproar. 
Great shouts of exultant, exhu-
berant joy from everyone. And 
incidentally, I was watching with 
my family, not beery pals. 
People who invariably groan at 
the sound of a ref's whistle as it 
signals more boring football. 

The following day, the Glasgow 
Herald told of some statue in the 
city. I think it was one of St. 
George, which had been daubed 
with green and white paint — the 
colours worn by West Germany 
— in celebration of England's de-
feat. The paper also carried a 
piece by a scribe who expressed 
concern at the anti-Englishness 
that was abroad. This, I believe, 
is a mistaken view. 

There is no doubt that there 
was mass euphoria following 
England's exit from the World 
Cup. But it had nothing to do 
with anti-Englishness. Nor was it 
a manifestation of an inchoate 
national consciousness that will 
some day emerge, fully formed, 
as a demand for political inde-
pendence, or whatever. 

It was quite simply an expres-
sion of relief at the prospect of 
not having to listen to the crow-
ing, jingoistic bombast and cul-
tural solipsism of the English 
football commentators — those 
murderers of the language, part-
time political philosophers, ar-
biters of racial worth, jumped-up 
grammar school boys with ade-
noid trouble. 

Consider this. A cross comes 
over and is caught by the goal-
keeper. He bounces the ball, 
takes the regulation four steps 
and kicks it back into play. How 
many times have you witnessed 
this phenomenon? How many 
millions of times has it occurred 
in the history of the game? Eve-
rywhere? All over the world? 

Yet, did you know that this 
was a 'traditional, English-style 
goal kick?' Well, that's what 
Brian said to Ron and Ron 
agreed with him. 

The World Cup has a tradition 
of throwing up new stars. Players  

of exceptional ability who can 
perform on the world stage. For 
me, the star of these finals was 
the Italian, Schillaci. He has, as 
they say in the game, everything. 
Pace, power and the ability to 
score spectacular goals. Yet how 
was he defined by the English 
commentator? Not in terms of 
his extraordinary talents. But by 
his physical likeness to 'Bully'. 
`Bully', in case you don't know, 
is a rather ordinary English 
player who is distinguished by a 
kind of robust style of play. It's 
comment enough on his talents, 
to say that he is not yet a first 
team regular with England. 
What insulting arrogance to 
make such a comparison! 

And then there's the racial 
analyses. True, they're not as 
overt as they used to be. Gone 
are the days when a chuckle 
could be had debating whether 
or not an African goalkeeper 
was or was not wearing black 
tights. This probably has less to 
do with enlightenment than it 
has with the fact that the current 
English team usually sports at 
least four pairs of black legs. But 
the racism is still there, even if 
only as subtext. When Egypt 
went a goal down and continued 
to play good football, Ron ex-
pressed his surprise that a team 
of 'their. . . em . . . nationality, 
haven't crumbled by now.' And 
while the sheer skill and artistry 
of the African nations com-
manded respect, criticism could 
still be made of their 'naivety' in 
defence, and their inability to 
keep their head when running in 
on goal. 

Many professional players 
have these weaknesses. But 
they're normally identified as  

personal failings. The fact that a 
player like Terry Butcher, with 
otherwise exceptional defensive 
qualities, is slower to turn than a 
pint of milk, is never attributed 
to his 'Englishness'. 

But if racial theories don't in-
terest you, there's always the 
cut-rate political comment. 
'Aren't the East European sides 
playing a lot more freely since 
the recent events there, Brian?' 
Are they? Poland didn't even 
qualify! And most of the nations 
that did were quickly eliminated! 
And if the performance of a foot-
ball team does mirror conditions 
at home, why isn't the same criti-
que applied to England? Why 
don't we get comments like 
'Have you noticed that the lads 
from the southern clubs are play-
ing well, Ron? Surely a 
reflection of the growth rate in 
that region?' With Ron replying: 
'Yeah, but aren't the northern 
boys dragging their heels a bit. 
Factory closures, I expect.' 

But there could be a sinister 
side to all of this. For who's to 
say that this diet of xenophobia, 
this easy air of supremacy, 
doesn't seep into the thick skulls 
of those 'supporters' who make 
the headlines by beatings up any 
`spic', `gypo', `darkie', or 'grea-
ser' who's unfortunate to cross 
their path? 

Our commentators would, of 
course, be horrified at this sugge-
stion. Aren't they after all, con-
stantly condemening this kind of 
behaviour? Well, yes, they are. 
But only when they've taken 
time off from contributing to the 
kind of ethos that may cause it. 

I love football. And because I 
love it there is nothing I enjoy 
more than watching a genuinely 
skilful player. John Barnes com-
es into that category, as does 
Beardsley, Gascgoine and Ste-
vens to name but a few. They're 
also Englishmen. Each week I 
can watch them with apprecia-
tion in their club colours. I can 
shout when they score and app-
laud when they defend well. But 
the instant they put on the Engl-
ish jersey I want them to fail. I 
want them beaten no matter who 
they are playing against. 

I'm not happy with my attitut-
de. I should be able to enjoy 
their skills whenever they're on 
display. But everything takes se-
cond place to the pleasure I get 
when we return to the studio for 
our 'expert analysis', and the ar-
rogance and smugness have been 
replaced with gloom and des-
pondency as Brian, and Ron and 
Jimmy and Tel and Trey, et al, 
try to account for the defeat of 
the supermen. • 

Daniel Boyle 
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Worth the Trouble 

A Report on the first year of the 
- Dumbarton Alternative to Detention 

'Project 

• 

"In Scotland we imprison proportionately more 
young people than any other European country." 

"With an 800/0 re-offending rate for this age 
group why do we continue locking people up with 
such enthusiasm?" 

The Dumbarton project confronts these and other 
questions about Scotland's prison record. The 
early findings of the project point to one way 
forward for change. 

from Dumbarton Alternative to Detention Project 
125 College Street 
Dumbarton 
G82 1NH 

tel 0389 42591 

price £. 3.00 

I

Save the Children 
SCOTLAND 

Strathclyde & Social 
Regional Work 
Council Department 

production and design 

Scottish 
Child 

Stewart Seale 
Consultancy and Photography 

031-331 4431 

1 

PUFFIN SCHOOL 
BOOKCLUBS 

FREE INFORMATION PACK AVAILABLE FROM 
Puffin School Bookclubs (Scottish Agents), 

James Thin Booksellers, 
53-59 South Bridge, 
Edinburgh EH1 1YS 
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Not So Fast Fogey 

I

recently went with a 3 year 
old on a trek to my local 
video shop. We had the 
shared task of choosing a 

video which he wanted to see, 
which his 5 year old sister would 
also enjoy and which would meet 
with parental approval. 

I hadn't bargained for the 
complex negotiation this would 
entail. Not having children of my 
own, I do not experience the 
continuous update of their enter-
tainment preferences. 

To begin with there's the vast 
range of children's videos avail-
able. I suggested Winnie the 
Pooh (wistful childhood memo-
ries flooded back). He gave me 
his best 3 year old "I'd better 
tolerate this adult" look and 
picked out Giant Ninjah Space 
Monsters Zap the Universe or 
some such thing. The picture on 
the cover suggested a story of 
death and destruction by metal-
lic aliens equipped with a range 
of sophisticated weapons. 

I moved onto Rupert the Bear 
— was! obsessed with bears when 
I was a child, I wondered? This 
was countered with some other 
saga of annihilation of half the  

universe. I tried Walt Disney; he 
tried more hostile aliens, and so 
it went on. 

Then compromise was 
reached. He found a cartoon 
about space monsters but they 
looked quite cuddly and there 
wasn't a weapon in sight; the 
hero was in fact a heroine, and 
we'd found a mutually accept-
able video. I don't know which 
of us was more relieved, particu-
larly when it met with sisterly 
and parental approval. 

Now Fraser, to give him his 
name, lived in Zaire from when 
he was a few months old until his 
family returned to Scotland at 
the beginning of this year. So 
TVs, videos and hi-tech super 
heroes have been unknown to 
him for most of his young life and 
he seemed quite happy without 
them. However within a few 
weeks of being back home he 
was glued to the TV screen, 
thought a video was an essential 
of life and was demanding quan-
tities of green Ghostbuster ec-
toplasm for his bath. What I 
couldn't decide, (and neither  

could his parents) was whether 
this was a cause for regret. 

It is certainly a widely held 
view that children spend far too 
much time glued to TV screens, 
often watching 'unsuitable' ma-
terial instead of developing their 
minds by reading a good book! 
Needless to say, it is adults who 
hold this view. I have have never 
heard it expressed by children. 

I admit to holding such a view 
myself. After all, we never had a 
telly till I was eight and it never 

did me any harm! 

It may be an old fogeyish thing 
to say, but I do find myself 
regretting that TV does not en-
courage children to use their im-
aginations and indulge in the 
kind of playful fantasy that is an 
essential element of emotional 
and intellectual growth. Yet 
because of TV children know all 
sorts of things and have a much 
broader vision of the world than 
seemed possible in pre-telly 
days. 

Is it, I wonder, a kind of intel-
lectual snobbery that devalues  

something, like watching TV, 
that does not seem to demand 
much effort? And I get very irate 
at the latest trend in programmes 
for younger viewers, particularly 
teenagers, towards flashing ima-
ges across the screen in rapid 
succession, whilst simulta-
neously rolling subtitled infor-
mation along the bottom and 
splitting the picture to show 
several different things at once. 

I deplore the pandering to the 
notion that no one can retain at-
tention on the same thing for 
more than 30 seconds. But the 
truth is that I'm often lost, I can't 
follow what the hell is going on. 
Kids, however,seem to have no 
problem at all. They seem more 
image-literate. 

I don't know the answer, but I 
do feel bad and not exactly help-
ful to be making the kind of 
clear-cut seeming value judge-
ments that we old-fashioned 
adults often make. 

Still I do hope that some day 
Fraser learns to love Winnie the 
Pooh. How about Pooh and 
Tigger, Kung Fu Master of the 
Galaxy? 

Sheila Ramsay 

AfT•E•linTeHoOloGeHoTeS 

In the next issue... October/November 1990 

ANTI-RACISM: in an important essay, Chris 
Searle who works with Sheffield City Council, 

charts the history of multi-culturalism in 
education in England & Wales — its 

misconceptions, its amusing interludes, and its 
disasters! He argues for an education rooted in 

an anti-racist society. 

What significance for Scotland? We survey 
multi-cultural education here. 

PLUS Regular Features 

OUT 1ST OCTOBER, SCOTTISH CHILD can be 
ordered through any branch of John Menzies or 

other newsagents. 

Or better still subscribe and 

get SCOTTISH CHILD delivered to your door 
every issue. 

A 
A 

Scottish Child Aug/Sept 1990 35 



\‘\ 

OttiShl 

L •  

4ibik 
11,'  

611411ITHE  PROCLASERSIII  

11P-SKYE CONCERT 11  I 1 

WHAT'S ON TELLY Apri11989 

Gordon Rennie and Joyce McMillan on the 

power behind the t.v. screen: learning to read - 

Jeff Aldridge; Fairy Tales & Technology - Chris 

Hardie; etc. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

      

WHAT AN OFFER! 

 

     

Scottish Child is now widely read and appreciated as an independent-minded voice covering all aspects of Scotland growing up. 
So just in case you've missed them, we're offering the 7 remaining back issues of Scottish Child since September 1988 - 
unfortunately we've completely run out of 3 issues - FREE to individuals who take out a subscription to Scottish Child using the ' 
standing order below. So here's your chance to catch up on what you've been missing - and make sure of getting each future 
issue of Scottish Child delivered to yout door. Hurry while stocks last! 

THE PROCLAINERS - SKYE CONCERT 

t4ovember 1988 

Scottish Rock Music; School Management; 

under-5s provision: Joyce McMillan on Jock 

Stein biographies; Roald Dahl; etc. 

ROYAL BABIES February 19IN 

Monarchy - Joyce McMillan; the child in 

history - John Hamilton; yuppie universities; 

human relations in organisations - Robin Hall 

arid Christine Wlison; gtc. 

TELL IT UKE rns,  August 19E19 

Young Scots tell it like it is. including Y.T S 

trainees, Who Cares? Scotland, photos, poems: 

Ronald Fairbaim review; Play - should it be 

supervised- Ala sdai r Roberts; etc. 

READ ALL ABOUT IT! October 1989 

Young people's attitudes to the press; Tony 

Robinson interview: Rosemary Milne on Rights; 

Work & Community; etc. 

FOOD December 1989 

Comfort eating - Sheila Ramsay: Football 

Casuals; Self-determination; a political 

challenge to voluntary organisations - Bob 

Holman; by feeding; etc. 

CARELESS TALK! April 1990 

Care in the caring nineties!!! Fife Care Enquiry: 

Daycare (or the lack of it!) for the pre-fives, Pat 

Kane profile, James Kelman on Taking Charge; 

Aram Coyie on sell-deiemSnitIon; etc. 

Yes, I want to take advantage of this special subscription offer. Please send me the 7 available back issues of Scottish Child a—s a-fre--e 
I introductory offer to my subscription to Scottish Child. I understand that to qualify for this offer I must be a first-time individual subscriber 
I and pay by standing order. 

i
t 

NAME  
I  ADDRESS  

        

POSTCODE 

     

                

 

BANKERS STANDING ORDER FORM (Block Capitals Please) 
To the Manager (Name of your Bank)  
Bank Address  

 

Scottish 
Child 

         

Postcode  

  

           

Bank Account in name of Account Number  
Please pay on the first day of (MONTH OF FIRST PAYMENT) 1990 to the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, 206 Bruntsteld Place, Edinburgh EH10 4DF (83-18-25) the sum of Eight Pounds (£8) for the credit of 

I Scottish Child, account number 00259356, and make similar payments yearly until further notice. 
Signed  

I  Please return to SCOTTISH CHILD, 347A PILTON AVENUE, EDINBURGH EH5 21E. 
L _ _ 
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