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CONNECTIONS 

Catch Us if you can! 
THEATRE 

The Catch Theatre Company 
has been doing the rounds this 
year playing to packed houses at 
the Edinburgh Fringe's Diverse 
Attractions venue, at Stirling 
Festival, and at numerous 
community centres and summer 
playschemes in Edinburgh. Fife 
and the Lothians. 

'The response.' according to 
company member Sarah Cook. 
'has been overwhelming. The 
company, formed only eighteen 
months ago. has aimed its work 
so far at younger children. Their 
productions of 'Beating the 
Bagwash Blues' and 'Whodunnit? -or 
the case that nearly got away' have 
been very successful. 

But the thrust of the company's 
work is on the participative side.  

'Children.' according to Sarah 
Cook. 'really enjoy getting 
involved.' The company present 
a package which includes a 
workshop as part of each event, 
so children get a chance to do 
make up and costume and drama 
as part of the experience, as well 
as sec the performance. 

It seems important in the T.V. 
age not to try to provide a Zap 
Zap Zap! children's T.V. style 

theatre. 'The show has to be 
alive and visual. Children's con-
centration can be very short, and 
maybe that is the effect of fast 
moving T.V. styles. But it's 
important for us to vary the pace 
of things.' 

The world of the Catch Theatre 
Company is far removed though 
I rom big sponsorship arts  

productions. Their budget for 
the year probably wouldn't pay 
for the laundry bill at something 
like Scottish Opera. All four 
women members of the company. 
after drama school and com-
munity theatre backgrounds, arc 
claiming £40 a week Enterprise 
Allowance, the government's 
scheme to encourage the unem-
ployed to set up in business. 
Although they charge fees for 
each workshop and performance 
and have been 'incredibly busy', 
this year, they'll be lucky if 
they've earned another £20 a 
week on top of the allowance. 

Rewards have to come in 
other forms, and word of mouth 
enquiries and bookings from 
people who've seen their work 
are very uplifting. Feedback 
from their young audiences is 
their lifeblood. 'We've only  

given them an hour or so of 
drama sometimes, and then we 
go away. But they respond as if 
we've given them much more.' 

The company are currently 
aCtive on several fronts. They're 
promoting among community 
groups and local councils, as well 
as actively seeking sponsorship 
from the private sector. 'It's a 
long haul raising the necessary 
hacking,' according to Sarah 
Cook, 'hut we've got the pos-
sibility of a van from one 
company. which would be a help.' 

Oh! And there's a new winter 
show and production in prep-
aration, to be on the road by 
mid-November. 'Don't ask me 
what it's called or where we're 
appearing.' said Sarah. 'Just 
keep your eyes open. and come 
along.' 
Derek Rodger 
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Take a Good Look at Yourself! 
CINEMA 

Scottish cinema is in a sad state. 

People do want to see films— film 
audiences in Scotland arc very 
healthy — but almost all the films 
on release here are made in the 
U.S.A.. or to a lesser extent, in 
England. The representation of 
Scottish society, life, and hopes 
through an indigenous film 
industry is. at best, thin. 

The recent discussion started 
by the Glasgow Film Theatre 
with their Desperately Seeking 
Cinema series of filmshows and 
talks has highlighted the extent 
to which film making in Scotland 
has been marginalised. The only 
major director to come out of 
Scotland in recent years has been  

Bill Forsyth. His films such as 
Gregory's Girt and Local Hero have 
portrayed Scottish people as 
good humoured. crafty indiv-
iduals getting along with, rather 
than challenging. difficult sit-
uations. This caricature of the 
wily Scot is not new. Nor is it any 
more acceptable for having been 
brought up to date. 

But it's not Bill Forsyth's por-
trayal of Scottish life that is the 
problem — some of his films arc 
widely enjoyed. It's the fact that 
this view of Scottish society is the 
only one presented in the mass 
market, that is of concern. 

A recent Edinburgh Inter-
national Film Festival discussion 
about the future of Scottish 
cinema dwelt at length on one  

subject. Money. The Film Fest-
ival showed only one Scottish 
film, but all the talk was of how 
Scottish film makers could best 
adapt to the 'economic realities' 
of the Hollywood machine. With 
echoes of concerns elsewhere in 
our cultural and economic aff-
airs, the preoccupation seemed 
to be with possible sources of 
external funding. 

Clearly. if you are a film 
maker who wants to make a 
Hollywood blockbuster, then 
the approval of megabucks 
interests for your project is 
important. But Scottish film 
makers interested in making 
films which represent and inter-
act with our own concerns in  

Scotland might have to pass. on 
interest from such sources. One 
film maker talked of having 
waited for 10 years for funding of 
his idea. There was still no 
benefactor in the offing! 

Yet low budget films do get 
made, shown and enjoyed else-
where in the world. In many 
Third World countries for 
example. films are being made 
independently of the cultural 
imperialism of the Hollywood 
money men. Maybe a good look 
at ourselves, together with a stop 
to modelling ourselves on big 
studio films, and we might in 
tackling issues which affect 
Scottish people. be able to create 
a real Scottish cinema. 

Colin Chalmers 

Local Hero -Who's Directing Who? 
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CONNECTIONS 
A Friend in need . 

BEFRIENDING 
Andrew is 15 years old. Up until 
a year ago he spent most of his 
time rather isolated on his own at 
home. He didn't go to school 
very often, had few friends and 
was suspicious of most adults. 
Life in his own word was 
'boring'. There were people try-
ing to help Andrew — a social 
worker, his teachers, an educ-
ational psychologist — but what 
Andrew really felt he wanted 
was to left alone. 

His mother felt unable to help 
him. She had stopped sending 
him to school, as he never 
arrived there. At least at home 
she knew he wasn't getting into 
any bother. 

A year ago. Andrew was 
introduced to Jeremy. an adult 
volunteer, by the Possilpark 
Befriending Project in Glasgow. 
Like everything else. Andrew 
was not initially enthusiastic  

about befriending, but the idea 
of having someone to play pool 
and snooker with did attract 
him. 

At first. Jeremy took Andrew 
once a week to a snooker club 
where he was a member. Grad-
ually Andrew began to show an 
interest in other activities, and a 
strong friendship developed. 

'When I first met Jeremy,' says 
Andrew, 'I was very shy. I found 
it really difficult to talk to adults. 
Now it's a lot easier, and when I 
leave school I'm going to college 
to learn the roofing trade. 
Jeremy goes to college and he's 
told me what it's like. Before. I 
didn't fancy the idea. I didn't 
fancy doing anything.' Jeremy 
feels he's got a lot out of being a 
befriender. 'The project got 
money for me to take Andrew to 
London for the weekend — we 
took in all the sights. It was a real 
eye opener for Andrew and 
showed him there was more to  

life than spending all his time at 
home in Possilpark.' 

'I had to do a short initial 
training course, and I keep in 
regular contact with Brian, the 
project leader. The emphasis has 
always been on just being 
myself. No special skills are 
required, just the commitment 
to wanting to help a youngster 
who is going through a difficult 
time, and being able to to be 
honest, open and reliable.' 

Andrew, like most of the 
young people helped by this Save 
the Children Fund project, has 
continued living at home with his 
family. However some of the 
youngsters involved are in resi-
dential care, having been unable 
for a variety of reasons to remain 
living at home. The Possilpark 
Befriending Project is now 
planning to offer support to 
potentially vulnerable young 
people leaving residential care in 
the North Fast of Glasgow.  

Some have no family to turn to 
for support, and will need a 
friend to help them overcome 
the loneliness and isolation often 
associated with leaving care. 

According to Susan, now aged 
17, and planning to move out of 
care to independent living, 'At 
first I was very lonely in the 
home, but having Heather to 
visit me and take me to her house 
for tea once a week gave me 
someone I could talk to hon-
estly, someone I felt I could 
trust.' 

The project are on the look-
out for more volunteer be-
frienders. If you feel you can 
help young people like Andrew 
or Susan, or want to know more 
abbut befriending, contact Brian 
Wright, Project Leader, 
Possilpark Befriending Project, 
42 Allander Street. Glasgow. 
Tel. 041 336 2439. 

Deirdre Robertson 

Play For Parents 
Julia Mason 

TOY LIBRARIES 
Are toys really for children? Or are they 
of more benefit to their parents? Since 
there is substantial evidence that the 
state of the parents morale may be the 
biggest single factor in their child's 
emotional and social development, it 
may be the latter. 

Totally consistent with this view are 
the findings of a study of the toy library 
service in Glasgow and Edinburgh. Toy 
libraries are run on the assumptions 
that play is vital to the development of 
the child: and that the toys themselves 
are important in structuring learning. 

However, according to the findings 
of Dr. Julie Dockrell, a psychologist at 
the London School of Economics, the 
most important aspect of toy libraries 
was stated to be the opportunity to 
meet other parents. 

Edinburgh's toy library facilities are 
run by the Women's Royal Voluntary 
Service (WRVS). and each of the 
libraries receives an annual grant from 
the community education service. 
Glasgow has over 40 toy libraries, each 
of which is run locally with the support 
of a preschool organiser. Dr. Dockrell 
found that in a series of interviews with 
organisers. volunteers and parents 
that there was a desire to have more 
professional support, but not if it  

meant they were going to be organised 
or controlled by outsiders. 

'If it was more official, with social 
workers and the like: said one mother, 
'I wouldn't be here as often.' The 
benefits of a non-official voluntary 
contact around the provision of toys 
seemed legion. In one case a volun-
teer, running a visiting toy library 
service to the parent of a handicapped 
child, became a regular support to the 
parent. The parents 'opened up.' They 
say they can trust you: 

Perhaps no greater example of the 
benefits to parents of a toy library 
service was evident than in the 
facilities in the visiting rooms of 
Saughton and Barlinnie prisons. 
Originally set up to provide reass-
urance for children, and to lighten the 
burden on prison staff, the basic 
facility of a toy library box offers 
perhaps the greatest benefit to 
parents who have to look after 
impatient and fractious infants during 
what is often a tense and anxiety 
ridden visit. 

There is a real danger, Dr. Dockrell 
concludes, that professionals 
underestimate the value of mutual 
parental support. The toy library 
provides a focus for stimulating 
support and the possibility of 
developing parental skills and feelings 
of self worth. 

Derek Rodger 
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New Vaccine - Old Problems 
IMMUNISATION 
From the 1st of October. 

children arc being offered imm-
unisation against mumps and 
rubella, as well as measles in the 
new combined MMR vaccine. 

Parents may request the 
vaccine for any child over the age 
of one year, but the two groups 
being targeted for immunisation 
are babies of 15 months, and for 
the next four years, children 
receiving their preschool 
booster. 

Why has this new vaccine been 
introduced? At first sight these 
may appear to be relatively 
trivial diseases — at least for 
otherwise healthy British 
children — without the dangers 
of, say, polio and diptheria. 
Some parents may feel that their 
children should be allowed to 
catch these infections 'nat-
urally'; others discouraged by ill-
informed health care profess-
ionals or by scares from irres-
ponsible journalists, will be 
fearful of possible side effects of 
vaccination. 

First, a look at the diseases. 
Measles is usually a miserable 
illness, which as well as the 
obvious skin rash can affect eyes, 
ears, brain, chest and gut, and 
also cause febrile convulsions. 
The author Roald Dahl has writ-
ten a plea to all parents to ensure 
their children are immunised, 
after his child suffered a severe 
brain infection with measles. 
Even in Britain children die of 
the disease. One child in every 
2000 who contracts measles  

under one year of age will die as 
a consequence. The risk is 
slightly less for older children. 
Each year several British child-
ren are brain damaged. deaf-
ened, or suffer other serious 
consequences. 

Although often innocuous, 
mumps not infrequently results in 
permanent deafness in one ear. 
and each year a number of child-
ren are permanently deafened in 
both cars — a devastating con-
sequence of the infection. In 
older boys especially, mumps 
can be particularly unpleasant, 
and the mumps virus is the com-
monest cause of viral meningitis, 
causing over a thousand hospital 
admissions each year in the UK. 

It is now well known that 
rubella (or German Measles) can 

• causc heart, brain, car, and eye 
damage to the baby if the mother 
catches this disease in early 
pregnancy. (the Congenital 
Rubella syndrome) Immunis-
ation is already offered to all 10-
14 year old schoolgirls (and this 
will continue for several years at 
least after the introduction of the 
MMR vaccine), and expectant 
mothers are routinely tested for 
rubella immunity. Nevertheless 
the present immunisation is not 
being universally accepted and 
around twenty babies arc horn in  

Britain each year damaged by 
the rubella virus. Several 
hundred women go through the 
agonies of an abortion after 
catching rubella in pregnancy as 
their baby is judged to be at high 
risk of being seriously damaged. 

The aim now is to eliminate 
these diseases from the British 
Isles. In America. Scandinavia 
and elsewhere this has already 
been achieved (apart from the 
odd infected child arriving from 
countries like Britain). Is then, 
The MMR vaccine effective? It 
has now been on trial for over a 
year in Fife and Nottingham. 
and has been in use in the USA 

for some twenty years. Unlike 
some others. MMR is a live vac-
cine. A child who is immunised is 
exposed to the three infections. 
but by viruses that have been 
specially treated, so as not to 
cause any significant illness. 
Immunity is thus almost cer-
tainly life long, as is the case 
following 'natural' infections 
with these viruses. 

For the elimination of 
measles, mumps and rubella, we 
need a minimum of 90% accept-
ance of the new vaccine. Our 
present record for measles  

immunisation — as low as 30% in 
the worst districts — is con-
siderably worse than in many 
Third World countries. Overall 
Scotland even lags behind 
England & Wales (Mean accept-
ance 71%). 

The present apathy is wide-
spread. Doctors and nurses have 
frequently been uninterested. 
and even for the launch of MMR 
the publicity has been poor. and 
vaccine supplies have been in-
sufficient. Several Health Auth-
orities — lacking again the 
necessary Government support 
— simply cannot afford the vac-
cine needed to immunise even 
the targeted groups of children. 
As long as vaccine shortage per-
sists, children from the target 
groups will be offered priority. 
Children over the age of II. 
generally are less likely to 
benefit. 

Why then arc we so had at 
immunising our children? Why 
has the UK delayed so long the 
introduction of the vaccine? 
There are virtually no reasons 
why a child should be refused 
MMR immunisation: what right 
have we now to deny any child 
this protection? 

A major change of attitude is 
urgently needed for this vaccine 
to succeed. Whether or not they 
have had measles immunisation, 
or any of these infections. 
parents should now ensure *their 
children are offered this 
protection from Measles Mumps 
and Rubella. 

Paul Carter 

Scottish Training 

PSYCHO- 
THERAPY 

Further to the interview given by 
Notre Dame Clinic's Sister Janet 
Barr in September's Scottish 
Child, training for those inter-
ested in a psychotherapuetic 
approach to child and family 
relationships seems at last to be 
getting off the ground in 
Scotland. 

This year the Edinburgh based 
Scottish Institute of Human 
Relations started a one year 
training course for those who 
work with children and young 
people. The course is practice 
centred, and includes looking at  

case material arising from 
participants' own work. As well 
as a series of seminars on 
psychoanalytic theory, the 
course contains a supervised 
baby observation over time 
within the family. 

The course has been well 
subscribed and applications are 
running high for the new intake 
in January. Course Organiser is 
Monica Lanyado. who is the 
only trained child 
psychotherapist working in 
Scotland. She explained to the 
Scottish Child that this general 
course on Therapeutic Skills with 
Children and Young People will also 
provide the general basis for 
entry to a fully recognised Child  

Psychotherapy Training, the first 
ever in Scotland. to be started in• 
January 1990. As well as all the 
various practice components. 
true to the psychoanalytic trad-
ition, the full training will 
include the trainee's own 
analysis. 

Nearly half a century after the 
founding of a child psycho-
therapy tradition in Britain. 
through the influence of such 
people as Anna Freud, Melanie 
Klein. Donald Winnicott, and 
later John Bowlby, it is likely 
that the effect of a psycho-
therapy training base in 
Edinburgh will he considerable. 
Scots will no longer need to go to 
London to pursue such studies.  

Practice at all levels of work with 
children in education, social 
work, and paediatrics is likely to 
feel the influence. 

A medium term aim. ex-
plained Monica Lanyado. is to 
establish a structure in Scotland 
with posts set up within Health 
Boards. Education and Social 
Work Departments. so  that all 
children can benefit from the 
work. • 

Enquiries and applications for the 
Therapuetic Skills with Children 
am! Young People, and the JUR 
Child Psychotherapy Training 
should he addressed to: Monica 
Lanyado, Scottish Institute of 
Human Relations, 56 Albany 
Street, Edinburgh EH I 3RQ 
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They yell about Hibs, sing about politics, and enchant with their 
love songs. They do all this in uncompromising Scottish accents 
— and they enjoy fantastic success! So that we could investigate 

they invited the Scottish Child to 

A CONCERT 
IN SKYE 

Words: Colin Chalmers 
Photography: Julia Mason 

T
he kids waiting outside Portree 
Gathering Hall for the Proclaimers 
didn't think it was a big deal. 'We get 
plenty of people' one of them says, 

'The Proclaimers arc all right, but not as 
good as RunRig.' The talk is of Scottish 
bands, how they're better than English 
ones, how bands should be keeping up the 
Gaelic, how things are OK. But as the 
novelty of being interviewed wears off, the 
giggles subside, and one girl says, 'there's 
sod all to do up here'. Her friend says 
they're shutting down the leisure centre on 
Monday, and then there'll be nothing to do. 
'It'll be like Staffa. Pride and despair seem 
to go easily hand in hand. 

The Proclaimers, fresh from Top of the 
Pops and with a new single and album out, 
are in the middle of their Scottish tour. In 
the jargon of pop music, 'Scottish Tour' 
usually means playing Glasgow, Edinburgh 
and. maybe, Aberdeen But not for the  

Proclaimers. The band are just off the ferry 
from Stornoway where they put on an extra 
gig in the evening to play to 200 kids who 
couldn't get to the late one. In South Uist 
the local priest was in charge of ticket sales. 
The twins from Auchtermuchty, whose 
single. Letter from America about the 
pressures on Scots to leave their home 
country was a major hit last year, really 
seem to like playing their own country. 

'We play up here because we want to let 
everyone who buys our records have the 
chance to sec us,' says Craig. 'And it's been 
great. They're going to treat you like any 
other band they get. They might have heard 
of you, but they're not going to react in the 
same Pavlov's dogs way that a city audience 
of young kids is going to react,' 

Is this a sentimental attachment to the 
small time? A fear of the heady heights of 
success? Far from it. After this tour, it's off  

to Europe, then the States — the twins want 
to get the biggest audience they can. The 
Proclaimers don't have a problem about it - 
but maybe a country that thinks one of its 
bands that's made it must be a bit daft to 
play to its own people, has. 

All the guys with clever mouths, 
They were saying we should move south. 

It was after midnight before they went on 
stage. The kids were up the front and along 
the balcony at the back, and between them 
what seemed like a cross section of Skye 
society waiting to see what it was all about. 
And with the first few songs, Charlie and 
Craig had won them over, the tight music, 
the spirit of the songs and the twins' 
harmonies, singing their way, about their 
feelings. 

Simple Minds, Wet Wet Wet, Annie 
Lennox of the Eurythmics, there have been 
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lots of Scottish bands in the last few years, 
but the Proclaimers have always stood out 
for refusing to modify their accent. Again. 
they don't have a problem about it, and 
point the finger back at those Scots who 
think it's not done, a bit naughty perhaps, 
singing the word 'havers' on Top of the Pops. 

don't think it's peculiar to Scotland. I 
think you'd get it off a black American or 
Irishman, that if they consider themselves a 
minority and that they've got to change to 
get anywhere in the world, they will feel like 
that.' They're not about to start justifying 
singing in their own accent and playing in 
their own country. 'Scots are servile. We 
weren't brought up like that. We do it our 
own way; it's not to be a rebel; we do it if it's 
right for us. 

They have always resisted the demands 
on them to join the mid-Atlantic pop 
industry. but they recognise the more  

pernicious pressure to become a Scottish 
joke, the specky twins from Fife with a 
mixture of light entertaining songs. and tear 
jerking anthems of dubious national pride. 
'A lot of entertainers have done that,' says 
Craig. You can make people feel good 
about feeling had and we're not going to do 
that.' 

'You can make people feel 
good about feeling bad and 
we're not going to do that.' 

C
raig and Charlie are both in the 
S.N.P. and are open about their belief 
in political independence for 
Scotland. But if they're not going to 

become anglicised or join the sad list of self 
mocking Scottish comedians, then they are 
are clearest about their refusal to become  

some sort of mouthpiece for the Scottish 
people. 'We're not going to be spokesmen 
for anybody. I think there's some people 
who would like that, but it's not going to 
happen. The experiences we write about 
are our experiences, not the experience of a 
nation.' 

Their songs bear out their refusal to he 
dragooned into a sentimental nationalism 
of glorious defeats and bar room songs. 
They are scathing of much in Scottish 
culture and political life. 'It's like the last 
game in the World Cup. Everyone says we 
played well, then we go out. It's pitiful. It's 
part of our culture, being servile.' 

We - when they ask Its 
We boast - then we cower 
lir'e beg 
For apiece of 
What's already oO rs 
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The more you listen to the Proclaimers, 
the more you realise that tin,  arc not really 
angry at the English or the Americans but at 
the Scots around them, who have given up 
their dignity. 'We've a vested interest in 
making sure the working class in this 
country gets as good a deal as possible, but 
if the working class in this country doesn't 
attempt to get what's in front of it, then we 
can't do anything about that. They're very 
cowardly, a lot of Scots people, and very 
conservative. 'It's called canny by people in 
England,' Craig continues, 'but I call it 
cowardice, because I was brought up here 
and I saw it.' 

The Proclaimers brim over with the very 
self-confidence and clear headedno, that 

'Scots are servile. We 
weren't brought up like that. 

We do it our own way; it's 
not to be a rebel; we do it if 

it's right for us.' 

many of their songs say is lacking in Scot ti.11 
society. I ask Craig where he thinks his 
sense of identity is rooted. 'It's not really 
that we're Scottish. That's a part of our 
identity, but the fact we're from the cast ot 
Scotland, the fact we're working class, 
that's a part too. Going down to our family, 
there are a hundred things that come into 
play.' 

'Our sense of independence comes front 
our mum and dad, especially our dad. We 
were taught not to trust policemen and 
teachers just because they were policemen 
and teachers. We were taught to be self 
sufficient and question.' Craig says he has 
no bad memories of childhood. 'I don't 
think there was anything when we grew up 
that really scarred us. We were lucky, there 
were plenty that did happen to, but we did 
have a happy childhood.' 

I decide to probe further, asking about a 
song on their first album, Over and Done With 

'It's like the last game in the 
World Cup. Everyone says 
we played well, then we go 

out. it's pitiful. It's part of our 
culture, being servile.' 

a song about growing up. 'That verse where 
we sing about our first teacher — she 
shouldn't have been allowed to teach 
anyone. I reckon there are very few good 
teachers in most people's experiences. The 
only people who don't have that experience 
tend to be people who did well at school, 
but for the majority, and I'd include us two 
in that, memories of school, aren't good. 

Craig tells of the difficulties of moving to 
Auchtcrmuchty, which they found very 
insular and initially unfriendly, and how 
they felt stifled in the working class culture 
they were brought up in. 'You don't see it so Ir 
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Portree Girl Meets Pop Star 

The who? The Proclaimers? Never heard of 
them. We had some soap star on the boat the other 
week. Somebody from Dallas or something. I'd 
never heard of him either.' 

A younger crowd in the bar of the Torrodale Hotel 
this Friday night were talking about the Proclaimers 
concert which was advertised round the village in 
Gaelic and English. Were they going? No. They 
couldn't get tickets. They were on sale for one day 
only. The concert's sold out. Just have to stick to 
drinking, one joked. 

The Portree Gathering Hall adjoins the Free 
Church of Scotland, and there was activity there 
too, a service or meeting. By half past midnight 
when the Proclaimers started up their act, worship 
was of another kind. The Gathering Hall was full to 
capacity with a standing dancing audience. The 500 
capacity seemed a gross understatement. All ages 
too. 

Full of anticipation, and some other stuff as well - 
half bottles of vodka seemed to be the thing, and no 
sign of much Tennents LA (Low Alcohol) whose 
sponsorship made this tour of the outer isles 
possible, - the crowd fairly got going on the first few 
upbeat numbers. Included was this week's number 
12 and rising, I'm Gonna Be (500 miles). The top 
twenty comes to Portree. 

'I've lived here for ten years,' said Liz who is 
English and involved with her husband in prawn 

fishing, 'and this is the first charts group that's ever 
been here. They're great.' 

The euphoria did subside as the duo, along with 
four piece backing band got into their political stuff, 
so beloved by sophistocated city audiences. In fact, 
downbeat numbers with words like, 'What do you 
do when democracy fails you?' and 'I can't 
understand why we let someone else rule our land, 
cap in hand!' brought out a communal round of 
reaching into the plastic bags, at least from a 
section of the audience. Want another can? Friday 
night, fiver a ticket - who needs contemplation on 
our collective political fate? 

The lads did get them back though. Letter from 
America - the song about mass land clearances - 
was one of the biggest successes. Skye no more! 
raised the roof. But Craig and Charlie Reicl seem 
just as at one, when they're singing songs about 
supporting Hibs, as doing their own delicate and 
haunting love songs, or fairly tearing into the 
English. 

It was about 2.00a.m. when Craig and Charlie 
were doing autographs off stage, down on the floor 
of the hall. Could you, asked one young woman with 
more than a glint in her eye. come up and say hello 
to my pal? She really likes you, but she's a bit shy, 
sort of thing. Craig, to his eternal credit walked the 
length of the slowly clearing hall, tapped the pal on 
the shoulder, and as she turned round, smiled a 
charming 'Hi, Kate.' Kate, in the manner of any 16 
year old when faced with the object of her fantasies, 
cringed. She cringed by slowly and unconsciously 
lifting her jacket over her head, turning away and 

sloping off in the opposite direction. She'll 
remember it for ever. 

The Commodores or something,' lurched Allan in 
the kitchen of a house 200 yards away at an after 
event do. 'We had tickets for them, but I just stayed 
in the pub.' He told me he'd done an apprenticeship 
as a ship's carpenter in Govan, been made redun-
dant on qualifying, and had gone to Manchester 
where he'd had a hard time of it trying to make out 
as a joiner in the building trade. The floor of a ship 
you see, he explained, is different from the flooring 
in a house. Still in his mid-twenties he and his 
Mancunian wife (who had gone to the concert - the 
Proclaimers that is) had moved to Portree 9 months 
ago. after liking it here on a holiday. 'A journalist?' 
he tried to comprehend. And in vaguely disapp-
roving tones which you felt suggested some inner 
torment, 'so what do you actually do?' 

The papers of the following morning told of yet 
another meeting in this village of 2000 souls on this 
Friday night. 'A remote small platform' - the words 
of the Scotsman editorial to describe the Portree 
location chosen by 'one of the great post-war pillars 
of Labour in Scotland' to expand on his theme of an 
independent Scotland in Europe. John Pollock had 
spoken of 'the steamroller effect of the English 
Conservative majority' which may well call for 
drastic solutions. At Labour Party Headquarters 
600 miles away. they'd be shaking in their boots. 

What do you do when democracy fails you? II 

Derek Rodger 

44-46 Ashton Lane Hillhead, Glasgow 

041 334 4749 
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kilo  much in middle class families, but in the 
P' working class family we grew up in. and the 

families all around us, virtually everyone 
was told there was a level beyond which you 
could not step. socially of economically. If 
you're told all the time you can't do 
something. it's very difficult even for a 
strong willed person to rise above that.' 

N
ot really scarred, but frustration 
remains to fuel the anger at how 
nothing's really changed. But there's 
more to the Proclaimers than a couple 

of angry young men. They write about love. 
about childhood (Charlie wrote a song to 
his son. Scan on the new album), about the 
world around them, about god. And 
running through it all is a solidity and self- 

reliance that has much to say to us in these 
times of things needing to he done. 

'It's called canny by people 
in England, but I call it 

cowardice, because I was 
brought up here and I saw it. 

1 painted Tight' int factories 
But they closed the factory down pal 
11171111 to find out where the Heart's gone 
Hod out where the nerve's gone 

The final encore, the cheers subside. A 
day off tomorrow in Inverness. then on to  

Buckie. I start to think that what they're 
doing, what they're singing about, isn't that 
special or strange. It's just strange that there 
aren't a lot more bands doing the same. But 
that might change. In the week the 
Proclaimcrs played Skye, half of Scotland's 
teenagers had their right to dole money 
stopped under new regulations; and in 
Govan, the Labour Party, canny as ever, 
agreed to oppose the poll tax by paying it. 
There's only so much people can take, and 
when the heart comes back the spccky twins 
from Auchtermuchty will have a head start 
in singing new songs for new times. 

All lyrics quoted in this article are the 
Copyright of Chrysalis Records Limited 
1988. 
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In the 
next 
issue.. 

WHOSE PARENTS ARE THEY NOW? This 
photo taken by the recently deceased 

Oscar Marzaroli, (and featured in JOAN 
EARDLEY published by Mainstream 

£9.95) encapsulates the theme of 
CHILDREN IN HISTORY. We look at the 
argument that child rearing practices in 
Germany laid the way for dictatorship. 

How are Scottish children brought up and 
what's in store for the future? 

JOYCE McMILLAN wonders, if under the 
monarchy, we're all royal babies now! 

PLUS regular features — Reviews, 
Analysis, Controversy! 

February 1989 
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OPTING OUT: 
POWER TO 
THE PEOPLE?  
As Scottish Schools look set for further period of upheaval, Graham 
Atherton makes an assessment of what's going on. 

c-
C.  

T
he bill to give Scottish schools their 
own school boards should reach its 
final stages in Parliament this month. 
By October next year there will be one 

school board for every school in Scotland. 
And last month's announcement by 
Malcolm Rifkind opens the way for schools 
to 'opt Out Of local authority control 
altogether. 

The 'opting out plans were, on the face 
of it. hardly surprising. They were first 
hinted at. in a leaked Downing Street letter 
saying that 'the Prime Minister is glad that 
your Secretary of State is now going to 
develop, for inclusion in next session's 
Education Bill, a scheme whereby schools 
can opt out of local authority con-
trol. (Glasgow Herald 3(1 March. 1988) 

Then there was the backbench 'opting 
out' amendment of former Scottish 
education minister, Allan Stewart, which 
occupied three whole committee sittings of 
School Boards Bill, leaving little time to 
discuss much else at depth in the 24 clause 
Bill. Although this amendment was sub-
sequently withdrawn, the Scottish Sec-
retary, Malcolm Rifkind, made it clear that 
'if there is real and substantial demand for 
opting out, we would not stand in the way.' 
(Hansard parliamentary answer) 

A growing conviction that the govern-
ment was now setting the scene for opting 
out in Scotland was given further evidence 
when the former demonstration school 
attached to Jordanhill College was awarded 
government grant aid, as an alternative to 
becoming a fee-paying school, or closing 
down altogether. (Strathclyde Region had 
declined to take over the school itself) 

This was followed by the reprieve of two 
other schools from closure. including 

"there emerges a feeling that 
onto a Scottish education 
system with its distinctive 

traditions, are being grafted 
English solutions to English 

problems." 

Paisley Grammar, after the government 
had rushed through parliament amended 
regulations allowing the Secretary of State, 
on being petitioned by parents, to keep 
schools open if they were more than 80% 
full. Each of the schools in question had 
certain things in common. They were 
popular with parents, drawing on pupils 
outside their catchment areas. They were 
attractive because of their academic ethos 
and record, and in the case of one school, 
their single sex classes, popular with 
Muslim parents. But they also ran against 
the grain of the Labour administration's 
policies in. Strathclyde Region, committed 
to distributing limited resources among 
schools according to how educationally dis-
advantaged they arc, and to ending single 
sex schooling. 

The rationale for allowing schools to opt 
out appeared in a government consultation 
paper for England & Wales, claiming that 
opting out would 'add a new and powerful 
dimension to the ability of parents to 
exercise choice within the publicly provided 
sector of education.' (Grant Maintained 
Schools, Dept of Education & Science, July 
1987) The subsequent Education Reform 
Act allows any school with over 300 pupils 
to opt out of local authority control on a 
simple ballot of a majority of parents and 
the Secretary of State approving proposals 
drawn up by the school's governing body. 

Writing in the Times Educational Supplement 
Scotland ( ISApril, 1988), Allan Stewart said 
that he found it very hard to see any justi-
fication for parents in Scotland being denied 
this option, now that it was available to 
parents in England & Wales. He also at that 
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stage rejected claims that the School Boards 
Bill was 'paving the way' for opting out 
legislation — 'school boards are intended to 
improve parental involvement in school; 
opting out is about parental choice.' 

Anglicisation 

W
hat has probably inflamed passions 
most in the debate so far though, is 
not just the right of schools to opt 
out of local authority control. What 

the main teachers union, the E.I.S. has 
referred to as the 'anglicisation' of the 
Scottish education system, in the context of 
the current political climate, has raised the 
political stakes. With school boards, with 
anti-local authority legislation, with opting 
out, with national testing in primary 
schools, etc., there emerges a feeling that 
onto a Scottish education system with its 
distinctive traditions, are being grafted 
English solutions to English problems. 

Ever since an act in 1696, establishing a 
school for every parish. Scotland has taken 
some pride in its system of locally provide 
education, which for all its failings offered a 
measure of equal educational opportunity 
not found south of the border. Selection 
into courses of secondary education at 12-
plus. less early specialisation, and earlier 
implementation of comprehensive 
schooling have been regarded in Scotland as 
representing values fundamentally 
different from the more glaring social 
divisiveness of the English tripartite 
system. 

The imbroglio between Strathclyde 
Region and the Secretary of State has been 
seen not just as a Labour-Conservative 
fight, but as representing an Anglo-Scottish 
divide as well. The importation of opting 
out proposals into Scotland, as with 
schemes like state assisted places for 
children in private schools, has been 
regarded as something alien to a Scottish 
tradition of widespread public acceptance 
of municipal schooling. 

An opinion poll in The Scotsman (2 
May,1988), undertaken at the time opting 
out had been mooted, showed that over two 
thirds of people interviewed believed that 
local authorities in Scotland were doing a 
'good job' in education, compared with only 
a quarter saying this about central 
government. A third nevertheless said that 
they would send their child to a private 
school if they could afford it, and nearly the 
same proportion approved of parents 
taking a school out of local authority control 
if a majority of them so wished. While there 
is reason to believe that opting out will not  

attract much take up. some demand will 
undoubtedly exist in parts of Scotland. 

0 
 ne scenario sees opting out as an 
attractive option not just for parents 
who want to keep a school open 
against local authority wishes, but 

also for parents who disagree with some 
aspect of local policy or school practice. 
such as comprehensive schooling or mixed 
ability classes. The legislation for England 
& Wales allows parents on a majority ballot 
to seek approval of the Secretary of State to 
change the character of their school. Opting 
out could result in a restoration of selective 
secondary education through the back 
door, with the possibility that ciptcd out 
schools would cream off the academically 
most able pupils from local authority 
comprehensives. 

Such a scenario could extend to parents 
who, perhaps out of disenchantment with 
both public and private sectors, want to run 
their own state supported 'alternative' 
schools in accordance with their philo-
sophical religious or other convictions. 
Experiments with state-funded alternative 
schools in Toronto for example, indicate 
that children who would otherwise have left 
school early, have become involved in 
curriculum projects like how to run a 
business. Such projects have served wide 
cross sections of local communities. In Den-
mark too, parents can get grants for setting 
up their own schools. At one school the 

"It looks as if opting out, far 
from bringing parents and 

schools closer to the levers 
of power, takes them further 

away as real control is 
transferred from a remote 
local bureaucracy, to an 
even more remote and 

bigger one in Whitehall." 

older pupils do the school cleaning and the 
money saved is used to send the children on 
working holidays. 

Which scenario will win the day will be 
decided by the Secretary of State. who as 
holder of the purse strings, can shape an 
opted out schooling system to whatever 
ideological purpose, if any, he has in mind. 
The continued obligation though, placed on 
opted out schools in England & Wales to 
implement the national curriculum and 
carry out national testing, indicates that the 
government has already ruled out the poss-
ibility of opted out schools becoming 
centres of educational innovation and 
experimentation. 

It looks as if opting out, far from bringing 
parents and schools closer to the levers of 
power, takes them further away as real 
control is transferred from a remote local 
bureaucracy. to an even more remote and 
bigger one in Whitehall. • 

SUB VERSE 

Squaring the Child 
1 ugh steel spikes fencing 
Round the concrete playground 
Teaming surging 
Crammed 
With screaming chasing running 
Ragged rough-cut boys 
Massed together 
Sub divided 
Identified 
Classified 
Organized 
Rationalised 
Equalised by 
Teachers who talked 
With much assurance about 
Attendance and blind obedience 
To time 
Sub divided 
Organised 
Classified 
Rationalised 
Equalised into a 
System synchronised 
To teach the virtue 
Of punctuality. 

High steel spikes fencing 
Round neat red brick 
Three stories tall 
Capped with slices of 
Blue-grey slate hung 
Orderly out row above row 
Reinforcing the certainty 
Of school and establishment 
Swallowing 
Annual arrivals 
And spitting out 
Shaped remains beyond 
High steel spikes fencing 
In the guardians 
Sub divided 
Identified 
Classified 
Organised 
Ostracised into a 
System synchronised 
To teach the virtue 
Of obedience. 

John Davidson 
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A Life and Death Matter 

I

t's a measure of how times have changed 
that it now seems rather unfashionable to 
speak of therapeutic responses to 
adolescent crime and violence. The idea 

that one should suspend moral judgements 
and listen very carefully to a young person's 
experience when attempting to understand 
antisocial and disturbed behaviour seems 
curiously outmoded. 

Young people are meant to fit in. And if 
they don't or can't, then they deserve what 
they get! Authority, least of all this 
government, isn't going to throw good 
money after bad lots. 

Increasingly there's university only for 
those who can afford it, who come from 
'enabling' homes. Of course there's plenty 
of educational initiative and enterprise 
around; Higher Ed. Colleges, Further Ed. 
Colleges, C.T.C's, T.V.E.I., M.S.C., 
Y.T.S., E.T. — a plethora of initials. Surely 
everyone can find their niche 

`The word that stands in 
place of explanation and 

understanding is a very old 
fashioned, yet perpetually 

populist one — Evil.' 
For those who can't there's a well trodden 

different road; Assessment Centre, 
Detention Centre, Glcnochil, Barlinnie, 
Sheriff Court, High Court. Crime becomes 
again a personal matter unrelated to social 
factors. The word that stands in place of 
explanation and understanding is a very old 
fashioned, yet perpetually populist one — 
Evil. 

Y 

es, ten years seems a long time. Ten 
years ago Mrs. Thatcher had not yet 
come to power. Ten years ago. I was 
preparing to go to work in a 

therapeutic community home for disturbed 
children in the Wiltshire countryside. I 
visited the place several times before I went 
to work there. Usually I stayed overnight, 
did some gardening, helped out on the 
farm, and ate with the ten children and five 
adults who lived in the house. 

Larkrisc was trying to provide, through 
group living, and group experience, a 
preparation for a return to society. The 

THIS 
DIARY 
young people were usually aged between 11 
and 16, and had been referred to the 
community by local authorities in the 
nearest large cities, London, Birmingham 
and Bristol. Usually they had proved to be 
uncontrollable and violently destructive in 
the neighbourhoods and schools from 
which they came. 

The Cotswold Community was funded by 
Wiltshire County Council, and was 
interested, through a genuinely 
compassionate psychology, in getting to the 
roots of adolescent disturbance. The adults 
working there had the conviction that they 
could trace behavioural difficulties in ado-
lescence to parental (particularly maternal) 
deprivation in infancy. They weren't 
interested in keeping children quiet, 
punishing them, locking them up, or just 
containing them. 

They were engaged in a far more 
profound and delicate task, taking the 
wounded psyche on a journey back to the 
source of the wound. And then,through 
symbolic restitution, they enabled genuine 
healing and change to take place. To 
attempt to encourage and accompany a 
violent and hostile adolescent through 
breakdown and regression to infancy, to 
help him express his anger and pain, and 
reintegrate his personality was a very 
difficult, risky, often nightmarish, and 
always psychologically exhausting task. 
However, I felt that at the Community, 
money and resources were being allocated 
to a sincere and committed attempt to 
address fundamental problems. 

When I was there, the Cotswold 
Community was run by the local authority, 
but it didn't have an institutional feel. The 
house I worked in was comfortable, 
homely, and in places beautiful with the 
work of the children and adults who had 
lived in it. The physical surroundings were 
regarded as extremely important. It was 
better that cups of fine pottery ware should 
get broken, than that plastic cups should be 
used. Bread was baked. The children often 
helped with the preparation of meals, 
though not on a rota basis. The garden 
produced lots of fresh vegetables which 
some of the children had helped to grow. 
And the cow and the goats produced both 
milk and young. 

A bucolic rest cure for damaged city kids? 
A psychological hothouse where 
questionable adjustments to personality 
were attempted?  

T
he people working the therapeutic 
community seemed to be on the right 
side of a very vital argument, which 
runs roughly thus. Happy emotionally 

stable and fulfilled individuals are an 
intrinsic good that leads to the secondary 
consequence of a fruitful and creative 
society. Emotional richness and stability 
cannot be imposed; most children have it by 
right through adequate parenting. But for 
those who don't there's a long struggle to 
find one's way to it, aided by 
psychoanalysis, psychotherapy, and skilled 
compassion. 

Personal responsibility and indepen-
dence are travestied, if they are presented 
as moral imperatives. They can only be 
arrived at gradually and with effort through 
acceptance of oneself, and pleasurable and 
purposeful experiences with others. 

Different arguments arc stridently put 
forward nowadays. The mood is impera-
tive, or at least forcefully encouraging. 
Young people are told that they should be 
all sorts of things; responsible, caring, 

'Personal responsibility and 
independence are travestied, 

if they are presented as 
moral imperatives.' 

skilled, effective, acquiescent, ambitious, 
law-abiding. Above all they must present 
themselves well. They must go to classes in 
how to present themselves correctly, with a 
clean C.V. No place, it seems, where young 
people can learn to be themselves. 

In Edinburgh there exists an entire 
shadowy secondary school roll of kids who 
are 'between schools'. Chucked out of 
school, and another not found for them yet. 
No place to be, to become adult. 

The Cotswold Community was expen-
sive. Adequate provision for emotionally 
disturbed children is costly. Success was 
complicated and intangible, and difficult to 
assess. Quite different to the business 
'ethics' that are invading Scottish education 
just now. However I'm convinced that for 
some young people, the Cotswold Com-
munity was the difference between life in a 
prison and a life in society. For some it was 
probably the difference between life and 
death. 

Mark Ogle 
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THE  .11 scor1sm8  

THE ADULT NEWSPAPER 
THAT CARES ABOUT 

CHILDREN! 
THE SCOTSMAN covers the social issues of the day, every day. 

As an intelligent family newpaper, it takes a special interest in the 
problems and pleasures of childhood. 

LIFESTYLE deals with all aspects of educating and caring for 
children, from baby care to teenage counselling. 

The regular EDUCATION section highlights the issues affecting 
children in the classroom. 

RAW TALENT is the page written by teenagers for teenagers — 
while all the new medical trends are reflected in HEALTH. 

Even the FASHION Pages extend to the youngest members of the 
family. 

For anyone bringing up or working with children in Scotland, THE 
SCOTSMAN is more than a newspaper. 

It is a sympathetic and reliable source of essential information. 

TOMORROW'S SCOTSMAN-IT'S LOOKING GOOD 
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W
hat will my three beautiful children 
be when they grow up? Some of the 
simple questions my children ask 
have frightening answers. 

For so long my only thought for their 
future was for them to be happy and 
healthy. It suddenly dawned on me, while 
trying to answer their questions. that before 
our children could be healthy we had a 
whole lot more to do than simply treat the 
symptoms of a disease. We had to tackle the 
cause. 

It was then I began to realise that no 
matter how hard I tried to look after my 
children - no matter how much I loved them 
- their health and their happiness were not 
really in my hands. Neither were they in 

'There is a fear of facing up 
to the reality of the times we 

live in' 
God's. Our children would love to 'Be All 
They Can Be' but the powers that be won't 
let them. God's plan for our children. I 
realised, was being corrupted by the 
politicians. 

Most people believe that if you educate 
children about the dangers of drugs. they 
will all stop and become well behaved. 
These people haven't yet realised that 
knowledge is only a tiny part of people's 
minds. They haven't realised that there is a 
more important part of the mind. The really 
important part is the part of the mind which 
thinks, feels and wills - the emotions. 

What of the sufferings in a society where 
the rich and powerful do what they like to 
promote their own welfare, regardless of 
who they hurt, who gets killed, or who they 
make poor in the process? How are people's 
emotions affected? 

One of the conditions of a healthy body is 
surely a healthy mind. One of the 
conditions of a healthy mind is for it to 
develop in a healthy environment. One of 
the conditions of a healthy environment is 
hopefulness. Without hope for better times, 

'Our children are the experts 
at living with the problems 
which the so-called experts 

created for them.' 
our children are not really interested in the 
dangers of smoking or drug abuse. Without 
hope for better times, most drug addicts are 
not really interested in being supplied with 
clean needles. Without hope for better 
times. our children have difficulty accepting 
what schooling has to offer them. 

LETTER FROM A 
A MOTHER' 

Preached to and patronised, families living in the w 
to put up with. Cathie McCormick, a Scottish Chit 

on those in power and asi 

Emotions are closely linked to instincts. 
Especially important is the instinct of flight, 
which has something to do with fear. For 
many in our society, especially in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh's large outer cities, like 
Greater Easterhouse, there is a fear of 
facing up to the reality of the times we live  

in. For many this fear has come about from 
banging their heads off so many brick walls. 
This fear leads to a lot of people who 
couldn't care less anymore. It is a fear which 
if removed would make people demand a 
better future for their children. A fear 
which makes a lot of people more afraid of 
living than they are of dying. 

It is not that our children want to become 
drug addicts. It is not that our children do 
not understand that schooling will be of use 
to them as adults. It is not that our children 
do not want to improve their lives. Rather it 
is because they are not daft. They know that 
knowledge doesn't guarantee them a means 
of earning a decent standard of life. They 

18 Scottish Child November 1988 



MUSING SCHEME 
I THOUGHTS 
eking class housing schemes of our cities have a lot 
I reader from Greater Easterhouse, turns the tables 
:s who's really to blame? 

see that people with knowledge are the 
cause of all their frustrations. 

O
f course our children want to grow in 
knowledge, to use that knowledge, to 
work, to strive, to long for a better 
world, to create better living con- 

ditions. a better life and greater happiness. 
It is in man's nature to search for the truth. 
Without these longings. arc we no different 
from other animals? Without these longings 
they would as well to have been born a dog 
or a cat. These hopeful longings, when 
crushed, make humans behave in a way no 
animal would. 

Human beings can only take so much. 
What happens then if you are growing up in 
a world where achieving these hopeful 
longings is outwith your control? People 
can give up. accept defeat, and lead an 
animal existence. People can adapt at even 
greater cost to their health, by smoking, 
drinking, or taking drugs. especially 
tranquillisers and antidepressants. Or they 
rebel, with riots and vandalism and 
unsociable behaviour. Other alternatives 
are to despair of living, or to turn to crimc, 
and decent people can be forced into such a 
position. Alternatively, people can fight for 
justice. 

I used to think I was daft, but then I 
started to realise that the people who 
designed our living conditions must have 
been insane. They not only blame the 
victims of their ideas, but they continue to 
persecute them as well. When I started to 
see what was happening. I became aware of 
the blindness all around. The people who 
think they have sight — the experts who want 
to tell us what is good for us — are also 
blinded by fear. 

The fear facing the experts is that the 
truth might be told. They are not daft either 
and deep down they know the misery and 
suffering they have caused other people 

'I used to think I was daft, 
but then I started to realise 

that the people who 
designed our living 

conditions must have been 
insane.' 

They just can't, accept, or cope. or couldn't 
care less, so they turn a blind eye, and hope 
that everyone else will do the same. Are 
their minds so crammed full of knowledge 
that there is no room left for common 
sense'? Surely true knowledge is not found 
in books, but is built on people's personal 
experience. Our children are the experts at 
living with the problems which the so called 
experts created for them. 

Whether you live in Buckingham Palace. 
Easterhouse. John 0' Groats. Lands End. 
or anywhere in between, you cannot wrap 
yourselves in a wee cocoon and pretend that 
what happens to our children doesn't have 
an impact on yours. Our children are not 
only the responsibility of their parents. 
They arc the responsibility of the society we 
all live in. Treat the children well, and they 
will show the way. Show them the goodness 
they are capable of developing inside. 

It takes courage to open up one's mind 
and speak the truth. It takes courage to 
listen to it. It takes courage to print it. But 
our children arc the future. They need the 
truth, for it is only the truth that will set 
them free. Free to build a world which 
everyone wants to live in. A world where 
every human being has a sense of their own 
value, which does not depend on the 
knowledge they have. A world that will 
have no need for badness or blindness. 
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LOOKING BACK 

THE INTERVIEW 
by Jacqueline Spring 

Frieda can't say: her mum ooesn't know. When the truth of her child's abuse comes out, how can Mrs. Fraser 
confront it? 

'Come in, Mrs. Fraser. Come in and sit 
down.' 

What's going on? Frieda's not looking at 
me. Her head's down. Her complexion looks 
blotched on the bits I can see of it, as if she's 
been crying. Is she in trouble? I sit still, wait-
ing, watching the social worker. 

'Well Mrs. Fraser, thank you for coming so 
soon. I thought we'd better meet today. What 
Frieda has to tell you can't wait even one 
more day.' 

Silence. 

'What is it, Frieda?' 

Silence. Then loudly, harshly, bitterly, — 
'You know.' 

'What is it, Frieda? I don't know.' 

'Yes you do. You've known all along, 
haven't you?' 

'I don't know. What is it, Frieda?' 

'You tell her! You tell her! I can't. I can't 
do it!' 

She leans forward to the social worker im-
ploringly, reaching one hand tentatively to-
wards the woman's knee. I can't see her face 
at all now. She's all curls, dark frizzy curls. I 
look at the social worker, whose face is visible 
all right, but expressionless. 

'No Frieda,' she says. 'You've got to tell 
your mother. She must hear it from you.' 

Endless silence. Faces. So many faces in 
this room. Tangled hair. I close my eyes, 
waiting. This is it, then. This is it. I can't keep 
going any longer. 

'It's Dad.' 

It's Dad. It's always been Dad. I'm covered 
in bruises. My mind is covered in bruises. My 
mind is covered. I hide. 

'Dad's been doing things to mc. You 
know.' 

'What things?' 

'You know.' 

'I don't know, Frieda. I know he hasn't 
been himself sometimes. I know you've seen 
him angry. Has he hit you too?' 

Silence. 

'No. He hasn't hit me. He hasn't hit me. 

But he's — well, you know. . 

'Tell your mother, Frieda. Tell her what 
you told me.' 

'He's been. . 

Oh God, no. Please, no. She screams it — 
'He's been shagging me!' 

No. No. She mustn't say that. She didn't 
say that. I didn't hear. But they heard. They 
heard. All the faces. The eyes. All looking at 
me. All waiting. 

I wait too. I wait in the silence, in the ring 
of eyes. I wait for it not to be true, not to have 
been spoken. The eyes. There's no place to 
hide. I can't believe it. I can't believe it. 

I mumble it to myself, 'I can't believe it.' 

I say it very softly to myself. But she heard. 
The wild black curls swing away. The bitter 
voice cuts through me. 

'I knew you'd say that! I knew.' 

No, that's not what I mean, Frieda. Don't 
get me wrong. But what do I mean? What 
meaning do I make, do I take from all this? I 
said the wrong thing, not just to my child, but 
to the faces, to the watching eyes, the listen-
ing ears. I moved the wrong way in this 
trap. 

Danger. A new kind of danger. Okay, he's 
dangerous too, but familiar. Not like this. He 
hits me, but he can be good to me too. What 
did she say? He's been shagging her. It was 
me last night. Earlier he brought me home a 
packet of fags. Only last night. 

I can survive the bad times when he hits me 
and breaks things. But this? And this jury, 
ready to convict me? This judge of a social 
worker? She thinks I knew. I can see it in her 
eyes, in the way she sits, so upright. 

Did I know? Were there any clues? I can't 
think any more. Will they take her away from 
me? I must be very careful. If I can get out of 
this, I'll stop him. I'll not let him touch her 
again. I'll stay with her. If only I can feel my 
way through this. If only I can feel. 

'So you don't believe her, Mrs. Fraser?' 

Keep still. Wait. This will stop soon. 

'Mrs. Fraser, whether Frieda is speaking 
the truth or not will soon be apparent. The 
next step in the procedures which I have to  

put into effect by law, is that she must have a 
medical examination. You will be asked for 
your consent to this, but whether you give it 
or not, she will have a medical examination. 
If this tends to confirm what she has said so 
far, then the police will be informed and your 
husband may have to answer charges. In the 
meantime, Frieda will have to be found 
somewhere to live. I understand that Frieda 
has no relatives in the vicinity. Unless you can 
provide information to the contrary, she will 
have to be taken into care, as from now. 

From now. Unless. Whether or not. By 
law. Procedures. Examination. Investiga-
tion. Frieda! What have you done? Why 
didn't you tell me, instead of them? Why? I 
thought we were close. Traitor. My poor little 
girl. Traitor. I'll kill him. I'll kill myself. I'm 
caught, found out. A bad mother. They know 
that too now. What's he been doing? Oh 
God, why didn't I see it? I wish I'd never been 
born. I wish you'd never been born into this 
hell. It was you children, your suffering that I 
couldn't bear on top of my own. Your cow-
ering in the corner when he started, your 
shaking hands lifting my head from the floor 
afterwards, trying to bathe the places in my 
scalp where he'd pulled me about by the hair. 
You were my mother then, Frieda. How 
could I ever be yours again in the same way, 
after that? I was one of you children then. 
Just as I am now. Mrs. Fraser? Who is she? 

Whatever it is they're wanting, I've 
nothing to give. I've never had anything to 
give. I am nothing, just like he says. 

Well I've failed you, Frieda. But you'll be 
all right You've got them. They're on your 
side against me, against your Dad. He's 
against me too, but I can cope with him, if I'm 
careful. I know when to shut up, get out of the 
way. If! can just keep things together. I can 
stop him getting the others. Where is he now? 
I must get home soon. They'll look after you, 
Frieda. I can't. If only you'd told me first. But 
it's out now. Stop it, Frieda. Take it back. 
Come home. 

'Mrs. Fraser?' 

It's too late. I'm closing down. Got to keep 
what's left. Hold it all together. Hold myself 
together. 

'Mrs. Fraser?' 

'I don't believe her. She's lying.' • 
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WILLING TO GROW 
A Scottish Child Survey of Pre-School Services in Scotland 

Ever tried to get your toddler into a nursery? Many parents of the under-fives feel that their "wee one' needs an 
outlet, — stimulation, social contact out of the home — long before it's time to start school. Some parents want to 
take up a job. or just need a break. What are the prospects of entry to some kind of facility? In surveying the 

realistic chances. Marion Flett poses the question. What value on the under-fives? 
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Parent Education 
The growth of the parent eduation industry in recent years is based on the sound 
principle of the importance of the early years. but it has also arguably undermined the 
competence of parents to bring up their own children, We have witnessed an explosion of 
books, articles, television programmes, videos on 'parenting' and developing 'parenting 
skills whatever these may be. The Health Education lobby has taken up the idea in a big 
way. III 

T
he only way the local.  health authority 
iii Grampian Region could fund a new 
desperately needed special baby unit 
I-or very small babies, and those with 

life-threatening problems was by a public 
charitable appeal launched by a voluntary 
organisation set up precisely for that 
purpose. With the pre-Christmas appeals 
season on us -where public personalities can 
indulge in all kinds of inanities on the 
grounds that it's all in a good cause - the 
special baby unit appeal encapsulates 
perhaps the attitude of the body politic to 
young children from birth. 

The Strathclyde initiative in pre-school 
services, for example aimed to set up an 
integrated policy unit to coordinate and 
develop under-5 services. Big deal? For a 
local authority - a big deal. This has been 
one of the most exciting and innovative 
developments in pre-school services in the 
UK. 

The Strathclyde scheme has been dogged 
since its inception by a persistently 
inadequate level of resourcing. While the 
local authority was pleased to recognise the 
importance of this sphere of work and had 
the courage and foresight to take the 
necessary action, it was faced with the 
insurmountable problem of the virtual 
impossibility of allocating any additional 
funds to develop the new strategies. 

Research has long pointed to the value. 
sonic would say the pre- eminence of the 
early years. in laying down the potential for 
physical. emotional and intellectual 
growth. In Scotland, as much as anywhere 
in recent decades, this has become 
educators' and planners' edict. It's not that 
we don't know what we should be doing for  

the under-5s. The recent debacle of the 
Scottish Education Department's review of 
provision for the under-sixes provides an 
insight into just what the obstacles are. 

1 laving sat for a number of years, amass-
ing heaps of evidence, having been subject 
to numerous delays, the group's report was 
finally shelved last year. Scottish Office 
Education Minister, Michael Forsyth 
claimed that. 'This would leave time for 
effort to be directed towards other 
priorities.• 

While this was a blow to those who had 
anticipated some nationwide action in 
Scotland, there was considerable suspicion 

"It's not that we don't know 
what we should be doing for 

the under-5s." 
that the resource implications of the report 
in terms of provision, staffing, training and 
support was something the Scottish Office 
was simply not prepared to look at. 
Premature babies, infant mortality, or a 
local nursery, the government's attitude to 
public spending prevails. 

Developments 

I
11 spite of this, there have been in 
Scotland a number of interesting 
developments for the under-5s in the last 
few years. As the table shows, we are a 

long way short of the levels of under-5 
provision advocated in the Plowden Report 
of 1%7. But we can identify a number of 
new initiatives to meet the needs of  

particular ,groups and to take account of 
changing circumstances. 

Some of the changes in Scotland have 
come from a cluster of unusual sources. We 
have seen how some District Councils have 
responded to the needs of women to be 
more actively involved in the public domain 
by setting up creches. Rather than tying in 
child care provision only with the education 
system or specific adult activities, some 
councils have gone out of their way to 
organise open creche facilities as a service 
for parents. Such facilities allow parents 
space and time to attend meetings. go 
shopping. keep appointments. or 
participate in public life. 

Some Districts have developed mobile 
creches. one-off creches for special events, 
and creche teams with proper supervision. 
training and support. The message to 
women has been clear - 'Creches are good - 
for your children and for you.' 

Other agencies and organisations. for 
example certain department stores and 
community projects. have also recognised 
the value of creche provision. but generally 
funding is difficult. It is still not an idea with 
any credibility, and the real costs are often 
not acknowledged. But the contribution of 
the District Councils has been to publicly 
legitimate the provision of services to young 
chiklren. 

A number of initiatives have been sup-
ported by charitable bodies. The Aberlour 
Trust and the Bernard van I.eer Foundation 
are two. Both organisations have made a 
significant contribution to the development 
of alternatives in early childhood care and 
education through support for work in 
family centres. and such initiatives as the 

Nursery Schools 
In Scotland in 1985, there were 37,870 places in nursery schools and classes. This 
amounts to 28% of the 3-4 year old age group. Of these, 34,960 were part-time places. 
(S.E.D. Statistical Bulletin 6/A2/86) 

In other words, only a quarter of Scottish children get part time nursery places - and 
they are the lucky ones. The increase in the number of part-time places has been justified 
in terms of the 1967 Plowden report recommendations 'that nursery education should 
therefore be part-time, because young children should not be separated from their 
mothers.' In reality there is in the administrator's eye, the twinkle of 'cost effectiveness' 
when each place effectively has double use - mornings and afternoons. 

On the basis that anything is better than nothing, such provision is generally widely 
welcomed. The pattern of part-time provision in the present form of two and a half hours 
per day has implications for families - the hours are too short to take a job or do very 
much else especially if travel is involved; for staffing -under double placing they are 
required to do double the work; not to mention the needs of children. II 

For information about nurNery facilities III 1.(0n area, contact .vour 
Regional Council Ethwation Deparunant. 
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Playgroups 
Playgroups exist to provide opportunities for young children (usually under 3 years) to 
develop skills through play. Usually they are run by parent committees, who employ paid 
supervisors. Some are run by private individuals or by local community centres. 

The SPPA (Scottish Pre-School Play Association) provides training, back-up and 
support through its branch network, and local advisers and field workers for individual 
playgroups. II 

InfOrmwion about local playgroup.% can be had from you Regional Council 
cm- jai Work Department, Community Centre or Health Visitor. 

development of family and community 
education and the promotion of the concept 
of partnership in education between 
parents and professionals. They have 
supported initiatives which recognise the 
importance of community based networks 
in early education as a means of 
empowering individuals and families. 

Even if these initiatives run up against the 
same public spending climate — they tend to 
become dependent on such as Aberlour and 
van Leer for their mere survival. 
development becomes a luxury — they have 
promoted some sense of what can be 
possible. 

Piecemeal and Poor 
seminar held in the Department of 
Education at Aberdeen University 
this year revealed the wealth of 
projects being carried out in 

scr \ ices for the under-5s in Grampian 
Region alone. They indicated, a range of 
ideas, and a quality of care and concern 
about young children which was illumin-
ating and inspiring. Why then are intiatives 
so piecemeal? Why are services so frag-
mented and inadequate? 

There emerged three major problem 
areas. The first, and most obvious, is the 
decline of publicly funded day care. In 
Scotland as much as in the rest of the UK we 
have witnessed the growing number of local 
authority nurseries 'being changed' in the 
words of Bronwen Cohen writing in the 
Report for the European Commission's 

Childcare Network, 'into family centres 
which do not offer nursery care to parents  

but work with families requiring social work 
intervention.' This type of work, while 
necessary, essentially represents an attempt 
by Social Work Departments to cut costs by 
providing social work services to families in 
need, at the expense of good quality day 
care. 

The second issue relates to the changing 
position of women which is hardly 
acknowledged in the provision of services to 
under-5s. Services generally do not match 
the needs of the families who use them. One 
only needs to think of the way in which 
many schools, nurseries or playgroups still 
assume the availability of the mother during 

"Education is seen in this 
climate as an optional extra, 

not a fundamental right" 

the day. Families arc forced to fit into a 
model of provision that may not be relevant 
to them. 

Thirdly, we seem very slow in ack-
nowledging the need for some profess-
ionalism for those working with young 
children. Working with the very young is 
still thought of in some quarters as wiping 
noses and tying shoelaces, and not really 
requiring very much in the way of skill. This 
indicates of course a set of values attaching 
to care and nurture in western society. In 
order to raise the value of caring for young 
children, one obvious course to take is to 
enhance the status and career prospects for 
those who do this work. 

Political Will 

If the measure of how much we value our 
children in Scotland is made on the avail-
ablity and range of undcr-5 facilities, then 
the answer has to be, 'not very highly'. Such 
facilities that are available are having to 
work in a climate of opinion, encouraged by 
the government, that declares strongly that 
children are the responsibility of families. 
Child care, the reasoning goes, is the con-
cern of parents and noboby else. Education 
is seen in this climate as an optional extra, 
not a fundamental right, despite what we 
know about the development of intellectual 
potential in the vital early years. The attack 
on child benefit as a universal allowance; 
the suspicion that child benefit will be 
withdrawn altogether; the withdrawal of 
local authorities' duty to make pre-school 
provision; the growth of privatised child 
care facilities including private nurseries 
and childminding; — these are all indicators 
of the moves in recent years towards a 
diminishing acceptance of our public 
responsibilities to provide for all our young 
children not just a select few. 

At an international conference on pre-
fives held in Glasgow in April this year. 
Spanish and Italian participants when asked 
how they had been able to implement far-
reaching expansions of their services, 
replied simply that 'the political will was 
there to do it.' In Scotland and the UK, 
faced with the lowest levels of nursery and 
child care provision in Europe. discussions 
on the coordination of services arc 
meaningless. The services in some areas 
struggle to exist. The political will? 

Private Sector 
The growth of private arrangements for child care has been in recent years, startling. The 
number of childminders in Scotland grew from 461 offering 1,000 places in 1975; to 3,651 
offering 7,500 places in 1985. This means that now 23 children per thousand aged 0-4 
years are with a childminder. 

While this must reflect the greater value we place on childminding as a service, it also 
reflects the increase in demand for full time childcare on the part of working parents. 

Few single parents or even two parent families can afford the full cost of non-subsidisd 
private nursery care, which normally runs at around £60 - £70 per week minimum. II 
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Si 
I have three boys, triplets, who reached their 

fourth birthday at the end of September. In 
August they began their second year at nursery 
school, High School Yards in Edinburgh. one of 
the few remaining nursery schools with all day 
places. Their first year had been spent at Moray 
House. now so sadly standing empty, closed by 
the Scottish Education Department because it 
was said to be an anomaly. 

The parents and children had campaigned 
hard, with a lot of support from The Scotsman to 
keep the school open. But to no avail. This so 
important part of education for the under-55 
was to be no longer. 

I placed great importance on nursery educ-
ation having now experienced both sides - in 
the past having been a nursery school teacher 
nursery worker, and now a parent. I helped set 
up a nursery school in Glasgow 15 years ago 
and for five years preceding the birth of my 
children I worked in a children day Centre in 
Inner London. 

Very much hoping that my own children would 
be able to attend nursery school. I began to 
make enquiries the day after their second 
birthday. They started at Moray House just 
before they were three. 

Gentle criticisms came from some friends. 
'Aren't they awfully wee to be away all day?' No 
they weren't, and it wasn't all day. An All Day' 
place is usually from 9.00/ 9.30 until 2.30/ 3.00, 
and at some schools the children have a nap at 
lunchtime. 

So for five hours each day for little more than a 
year my three small sons lives have been 
enriched, their questions have been answered 
in an adult way at both nursery schools, and 
they have met other children. Sharing toys and 
other objects, and sharing the attention of 
adults was not a new experience for Fergus. 
Roderick and Diarmid. They have never had any 
other choice, and most fortunately, it has never 
yet been a problem. 

An Edinburgh nursery teacher commented 
that Lothian Region have tried to increase 

provision without it costing too much more, by 
increasing the proportion of part time places. In 
this way more children can benefit. But there is 
still a great great need for full time places. 
Children can go at their own pace. Continuity 
can be ensured easier, and with part time 
arrangements. the staff can sometimes find the 
rapid turnover of children a little disconcerting. 

Children do need the company of other 
children after the age of three, and the mother's 
existence can be enriched too just by the 
change in the home daily routine. I certainly 
needed my children to go to nursery school. and 
I knew they would enjoy it. They have greatly 
benefited and apart from the extremely high 
standard of teaching and learning they have 
had, the high little English voices have given 
way to a sometimes grossly exaggerated Scots 
tongue. They adore to copy the more physical of 
their friends, and the rounding up. at the end of 
their school day, of three cartoon characters 
who have come to life, is no mean feat. 

Honorah Perry 
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IN VERSE 

A brooding fortress hospital 
Balconies lined with animated pyjamas 
Pathetically waving to sad outsiders 
'Gateside.  froze the mind of those 
Who went and they who suffered it 
My father lived there 
Prisoner 
Of the ward 
Patient 
To staff 
Separated 
By distance and disease 
Persistently expanding 'til 
I no longer thought of him 
He died a little at a time 
Spitting his life into a small blue jar 
That endlessly cried attention. 
Then he died a lot. 

My Father's Death 
I remember  

A crowded sticky room of 
Grim tight masks wearing faces 
Painted cold pale cream dressed for wake 
Thin tight mouths voicing muted 

consolation 
To widowed wife and son 
Hard big hands shaking mine 
Patting my head as if I were a dog 
In need of praise for trick 
The whisky eye of ensembled mourners 
Wordy stories of sad vigils past 
Glossed By memory 
Humoured 
By time 
Rekindling old kinships over coffin prayer 
And in the corner . . . 

The ever present corpse 
Cold. 
Silent .. 
Present ... 
Dominating .... 
Mother cried 
I tried — but never could 
Gripped by guilt that grew 
And grew parallel with time 
lie shadowed me for too many years 
I grew to hate him. 
I never cried. 
I never cried? 

John Davidson 
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Joyce McMillan 

Take a stroll down to your nearest state 
school. have a look in the playground. and 
watch your average Scottish boy shaping up 
to the task of becoming a man. Does he 
aspire to be healtlw, loving. considerate. a 
passionate husband, an affectionate father, 
a creative member of the community, and a 
fulfilled and well-rounded human being? 
.ike hell he does. 

le aspires at any cost to be tough. 
impassive, super-cool, and never, never 
afraid. He aspires to win fights and football 
matches. He schools his body to the rigid. 
shoulders-first walk of assertive (or threat-
ened) masculinity. He is terrified of any 
suggestion of softness or femaleness. 
despises girls, and never weeps. His heroes 
are hard men, and men of action — foot- 
ballers. criminals, soldiers. tough 
policemen. 

In all of this he is quite imilar to boys 
across the world. But he is on the whole. 
less eloquent than an Irishman. less 
physically self expressive than an Italian, 
more tongue-tied than an American. And 
his aggressive/defensive stance gains an 
extra tension, a killing edge, from his fear of 
ridicule or patronage. his sense that as a 
working class Scot, his accent and his whole 
style -which he is too proud to alter — mark 
him as culturally inferior in the nation state 
to which he is said to belong. 

As he gro‘‘\ older he may relieve the 
tension ol li ng up to this granite-faced  

image of masculinity by developing a nice 
line in humour. He will almost certainly 
turn to one or both of the approved drugs 
for 'real men', alcohol and tobacco. His 
relations with women will be a shade 
embarrassed and grudging. He will almost 
always hold back from the whole hearted. 
generous giving of the physical and 
emotional self that is possibly the key 
experience of human fulfilment. 

And curiously — or perhaps not curiously 
at all — he will often be at his most 
passionate. his most completely involved 
and vulnerable, at moments when he sees 
the chance of his tribe, his team, his notion, 
vindicating their wounded pride and their 
submerged sense of collective identity on 
the football field. His wife will shake her 
head, saying 'He cares more for that team 
than he does for me.' and she will be right, 
because her man cannot love anyone 
wholeheartedly until he learns to love 
himself. He will experience his life as hard. 
because it is full of the hard emotional 
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labour of suppressing inappropriate 
feelings, swallowing tears, keeping the jaw 
clenched and the shoulders square in the 
face of humiliation and disappointment. Ile 
will die in his 50's or 60's of fags or booze or 
stress or an undiagnosed broken heart. 

  

 

Heroes 

Of course this is a caricature. Many' working 
class Scotsmen are happy-go-lucky. Many 
enjoy life and stay out of tights. Some 
educate themselves clean out of the work-
ing class and never look back. Some have 
the gift of the gab and are physically 
affectionate. Many live into their nineties. 
I3ut look at our working class heroes (and 
anti-heroes), and the pattern is 

unmistakable. 

 

 

What is admired is the uncompromising 
physical strength and courage of boxers like 
Benny lynch, the square jawed toughness 
of fictional characters like STV's Taggart. 
even the strong- stomached dominating 
violence of a Jimmy Boyle in his Gorbals 
years. 

As for the dominant working class 
Scottish hero of the post war period. Celtic 
;ind Scotland football manager. Jock Stein, 
these two posthumously published bio-
graphies suggest - both in their content and 

     

  

'He lived out his life in an 
exclusively masculine 

subculture' 

  

  

in their overblown hero vkorshipping 
language - that the man combined in one 
person all the greatest qualities of 
Churchill. Napoleon. Robert the Bruce. 
Montgomery of Alamein. and Phineas T. 
Barnum. This rampant idolisation of a 
gifted football manager tells us a good deal, 
in itself, about the state of the Scottish male 
psyche. It says much for Stein that he never 
believed too much of this kind of publicity. 
Neither did he ever lose his sense of the 
real, as opposed to the fantasy potential of 
the footballers he had in hand. 

But all the same, the portrait that 
emerges between the lines of purple prose 
shows us the classic 'hard man hero. It is a 
picture of a big. impassive figure. physically 
strong. coming out of the heavy industrial 
environment of the Lanarkshire pits. 
Emotionally uncommunicative except 
when angered. even then he was inclined. 
according to Bob Crampsey. to 'stage' his 
rages. rather than really feel them. lie lived 
out his life in an exclusively masculine 
subculture where effeminacy was out of the 
question, absorbing the shocks and strains 
of big time football management. and the 
peculiar tensions of managing the Scottish 
national side, without visible emotion. 

As it happens. Stein was titter than most 
Scots. and abstemious when it came to 
drink and cigarettes. And yet he had his first 
heart attack at 50. and died at 62. his big w 

 

Jock Stein— Hidden Depths 
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REVIEWS 
heart almost literally bursting to contain the 
tensions involved in a World Cup qualifying 
match against Wales in Cardiff. As his 
grandson John told Ken Gallacher, in his 
interesting 'participatory biography of 
Stein. 

He gave you presents and he ,tutve you his 
love, but there MIN allt'aVN S011iething he kept 
hidden . . something that only he knew, 
aml he kept it Nana WO my MUM WO 

I. 'Mit' Gorge and everybody. He would not 
tell anybody.' 

Even Stein's devoted womenfolk - his 
two adoring sisters, his wife Jean. the 
mother who lived only through her son - 
clearly did not expect him to open up his 
heart to them. As much as any man of his 
time. he man itled to meet the working class 
heroic criteria of lifelong strength. tough-
ness. aggression and emotional control. 
And in the end he paid the price for that 
strange, lop-sided achievement. for the 
ruthless repression of every sensual, tender. 
tearful instinct involved in embodying the 
strong silent 'Big Man', the chosen leader of 
the all male Scottish football pack. 

Change 
A change of heart is needed, a shift away 
from the heavy handed imposition of macho 
values. Of course it's arguable that the 
problem is entirely political. In a broadly 
patriarchal society a loss of political power 
is a kind of castration for the men of the 
tribe. It may well be that Scotsmen who 
strongly identify themselves as Scots will 
never feel right until Scotland has recovered  

its position as an autonomous state. But it's 
also arguable that we will never attain that 
position until we find the psychological 
strength to cast the chips off our own 
shoulders, to resist the distortions of 
personality imposed by yultural 
circumstance. 

Scottish women could stop tomorrow. if 
they chose. inflicting on their little sons the 
age-old canards about 'big boys don't cry'. 
and 'that's a girl's game'. Only last year in a 
big Edinburgh tovshop. I saw a granny 

'In a broadly patriarchal 
society a loss of political 

power is a kind of castration 
for the men of the tribe.' 

literally belting her her wee five year old 
grandson round the ear for running 
excitedly over to a toy cooker and beginning 
to play with it. 'Come awa tae that, that's 
fur gurrls.' she snarled, desperate to 
reinforce his tiny masculinity. 

As I write the papers are full of the sad 
story of little Steven McKerron. who ran 
away from the Wonderwest Fun Park at 
Ayr. where he was just beginning a week's 
holiday with his aunt and uncle. He 
apparently wandered alone and unmolested 
for hours in the Carrick Hills before lying 
down and dying of exposure. It seems he 
had decided to head for home. Of course no 
one will ever know what went through his  

mind as he dodged away, and set off on his 
lonely road. But it appears that though the 
was only five, he didn't feel able to tell 
anyone that he was homesick and unhappy 
and wanted his mother. To have said the 
few words about how he was feeling would 
have elicited life saving cuddles, 
reassurance, extra attention. 

Perhaps someone sometime had told him 
that big boys don't cry for their mothers. 
And that fear of being a cissy may just have 
been enough to drive him into his sad little 
feat of strength and endurance, just as the 
same fear has driven thousands of Scotsmen 
into the teeth of the gunfire in other men's 
wars, and into other slower forms of self-
destruction. 

There is something rash and admirable 
about it all, of course, just as there is 
something grand about the life and death of 
Jock Stein. In Scotland, the cult of the 
doomed hero dies hard. But in the end the 
waste is colossal, the kind of strength and 
aggression involved, immature and 
misdirected. For to know what is really 
worth fighting for, people have to dare to 
know themselves through and through. For 
it's only in that self knowledge and self love, 
the wholehearted acceptance of the 
weaknesses and vulnerabilities our brittle 
hard men try to deny, that Scots men and 
women will find the strength to care for 
themselves, to turn away from the 
dangerous boys' games. to fight the real life 
battles of our time and to win. Not the 
strength to self destruct in a blaze of glor . 
hut the strength to live. • 

• 
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Charlie Strikes Back! 

Roald and the Fantasia Factory 
the Outsider Strikes Back! 

Roald Dahl is a prolific and successful writer of children's and 

adult books. What's the formula? Owen Dudley Edwards and 

Robert E. Stuart put their heads together to assess his work. 

Roald Dahl was born in 1916, and began 
writing in the 1940s. During that time. hc 
produced one book for children. The 
Gremlins, but otherwise wrote stories of 
flying. He had served as a fighter pilot in the 
Western Desert in World War II until he 
was invalided by a crash. He also wrote 
increasingly ironic adult fiction until 1962, 
when he produced James and the Giant Peach. 
His output then divided between adult 
fiction, usually with a horrific twist, and 
stories for children of various ages. 

He is usually classified as a British writer 
- he was born in Wales and he ultimately 
settled in England. But his Britishness is 
qualified by vital links with Norway and 
with the USA. His parents were both  

Norwegian. his holidays were spent in 
Norway, and the family seems to have been 
bilingual. Norway plays an important if not 
unduly obtrusive part in his writing. One of 

`Roald Dahl's ultimate 
popularity arises 

from his being in very clear 
terms the heir to 

Walt Disney' 
his recent major hooks for children, The 
Witches ( 1983). has a narrator who clearly 
finds Norway more in keeping with his 
identity than Britain. 

Mr. Dahl writes first person narrative 
very convincingly, whether in formal 
autobiography or in fiction, and it would be 
foolish to make ioo much of apparent 
revelations in his fictional -and to some 
extent even in his autobiographical - 
writings. Whatever his affinities with the 
narrator of The Witches, they do not, for 
instance, include being changed into a 
mouse! 

Outsider 

But Mr. Dahl is certainly loyal to Norway. 
Witness his repeated inclusion of Nor-
wegian fiction in his macabre stories. His 
fragmented reminiscences of childhood. 
Boy (1984). and 'Lucky Break' (included in 
The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar (1977)), 
don't whine about British prejudice against 
his Norwegian name and parentage. They 
do make it clear though. that he has 
forgiven few of his schoolteachers. His 
father, who died when he was young. had 
insisted that he should have an English 
public school education, and Mr Dahl, 
reporting on the experiment, is outspoken 
about prep school, and public school 
stupidity and brutality. He mentions a case 
of being instantly disliked by a master, and 
it is for us to decide whether this was the 
response of a xenophobe. 

He says nothing about schoolboy reac-
tion to his name, but it seems unlikely that 
this was left alone by schoolmates looking 
for seemingly vulnerable points. Suffice it to 
say that Mr. Dahl's schooldays left him 
alienated, and may have involved remind-
ers that he was in certain ways an alien. 

Certain of his heroes feel alienated also. 
Some though find community by conversion 
- The Magic Finger (1966) ends with the 
narrator's having turned duck shooters into 

her allies, against duck shooting. Other 
heroes find kindred spirits by attracting 
support from critics against a common 
danger - the badgers. weasels and rabbits 
join the foxes in an anti-human league in 
Fantastic Mr. Fox (1970). Others still find 
unexpected accomplices in common defi-
ance of antisocial figures invoking the law - 
the doctor. the police sergeant. and the 
vicar's wife prove sympathisers with the 
poaching of Danny's idolised but isolated 
father in Danny the Champion of the World 
(1975). 

But in general, these recruits do not 
negate the enmity of the British Establish-
ment. Even The BFG (1982), starring the 
present Queen of the United Kingdom as 
the unexpected ally - in an affectionate but 
not incredible portrait - puts her in a 
somewhat anti-establishment mood. 

The most striking cases though. are are 
those of James and the Giant Peach. and the 
two tales of Charlie Bucket, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (1964) and Charlie and the 
Great Glass Elevator (1973). James escapes 
from a Britain in which he has been 
enslaved; Charlie from one in which he and 
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his family are starving, to he last seen as 
public heroes in the U.S.A. James is 
honoured by the Mayor of New York; 
Charlie by the President. 

And it was in the U.S. A. that Roald Dahl 
won his first major acceptance. as a writer 
snapped up by the Saturday Evening Post: as an 
honoured and even a personal houseguest 
of President Franklyn D. Roosevelt: and as 
a protege of Walt Disney. 

Norway and the U.S. A. helped give 
Rua  Id Dahl vantage p(iints of some super-
iority over British complacent custody of 
had traditions. They Seem to have contrib-
uted to his defence of the environment 
against its exploiters, especially against the 
British tradition of blood sports as a sign of 
social pretensik in 

Gremlins 

\Ir. Dahl is hardly correct in imagining in 
'Lucky Break' that his story was the first 
time the word. gremlin was used. The term 
seems to go back to World War 1. born of 
pilots half humorous superstition that little 
goblin like creatures called gremlins 
accounted for their misfortunes. But Mr. 

Dahl's contribution, somewhat in key with 
Disney Studios' pro-Nature orientation, 
actually made a case for the gremlins as 
having been despoiled of their natural 
environment by the aircraft industry. In the  

end, gremlins are enlisted into support for 
pilots against bureaucrats. 

Disney did not film The Gremlins as he had 
intended. The Disne \ stills though. from 
the unfinished product make tharming 
illustrations for the now very rare hook 
whose publishing profits went to the R. A. F. 
Benevolent Fund. But Norway and Disney 
between them supplied vital sources of the 
old and the new magic in Mr. Dahl's 
pages. 

Roald Dahl is not a profoundly original 
writer. Ills verse collection, Revolting Rhymes 
(1982). depends on clever and unexpected 
twists on traditional old favourites. Much of 
his prose has a similar origin. James and the 
Giant Peach. for instance, evolves from the 
Jack and the Beanstalk theme. The Hein-
rich I loffmann Struwwelpeter (1845) clearly 
inspired The Magic Finger (its man with a gun 
being threatened by his own gun in the paws 
of a hare he sought to shoot). And the 
greedy children in Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory — Augustus. who pushed his soup 
away and thus grew thin, is inverted into 
Augustus Gloop whose greed makes him fat. 

The Twits (1980) is a nastier reworking of 
ideas in The Magic Finger. and Fantastic Mr. Fox. 
But his invasion of Britain by Norwegian 
trolls and grotesquerie, and American 
inventiveness and fantasia supply the basis 
for his unexpectedness, which the title of his  

famous TV series. Tales of the Unexpected 
rightly invites us to consider one of his  
greatest strengths. The Joycean vocabulary 
of the BFG is a beautiful product of an alien 
perspective on English. 

Succession 

Mr., Dahl's adult fiction often turns on two 
kinds of Nemesis: well deserved punish-
ment, usually •fitting the crime with 
mathematical satisfaction: and arbitrary 
punishment. often for no very clear crime at 
all, or else in wild excess of any ethical 
retribution for some minor solecism. His 
Teutonic exemplar. Hoffmann, went in for 
this, as in the thumbsucker's thumbs being 
cut off by the terrifying Great Tall Tailor. 

Mr Dahl's fiction for children is usually 
more restrained about it. Mr. Fox's and 
Danny's fowl massacres are presumably 
inevitable. George's grandmother's 
greatest sin seems to consist of her 
conversational superiority to George. And 
the Charlie stories pose further instances. 

First there are the Oompa-Loompas, 
who are firmly described as 'real people'. 
but who are not only virtual slaves, but also 
indiscriminate candidates for sometimes 
fatal experiments. Teutonic exemplars on 
human experiments are somewhat chilling. 
Secondly. there are Charlie's rivals for 
inheritance of Willie Wonka's Chocolate 

Roald Dahl and Friend 
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Factory. Three of them are unquestionably 
punished for their own greed. But the 
fourth, Mike Teavce, poses a strange 
problem. His manic TV watching injures 
nobody but himself, if that. He is abusive to 
the intrusive press — would that there were 
more of him! He is much the most intelli-
gent person in Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, with the possible but not very 
certain exception of Willie Wonka. On 
seven separate occasions he asks very wise 
questions which Wonka burkes. 

Yet the book's case against TV watching 
is that the addict's . . BRAIN BECOMES AS 
SOFT AS CHEESE! HIS POWERS OF THINKING 
RUST AND FREEZE! 

It may suit Willie Wonka to believe such 
things, but Mike Teavce hardly supports 
them. 

'She'll be purple!' cried Mr. Wonka. 'A fine 
rich purple from head to toe! But there you 
are! That's what comes from chewing 
disgusting gum all day long!' 

'If you think gum is so disgusting,' said 
Mike Teavee, 'then why do you make it in 
your factory?' 

'I do wish you wouldn't mumble,' said Mr 
Wonka. 'I can't hear a word you're saying 

And Mike Teavec is ultimately shrunk 
and stretched, not for greed, but for  

courageously offering himself as the first 
human to be sent by television. (Very much 
along the lines of scientific auto experiment 
as described in the movie The Fly a few years 
before the book.) A mighty boss of a 
constantly expanding business might well 
feel the obvious candidate to succeed him is 
not the quiet. well behaved but conformist 
Charlie. but rather the questioning. 
courageous. trendy Mike Teavec whose 
knowledge of modern consumer trends 
must be enormous. 

But does Willie Wonka want anyone to 
be expansionist and experimentalist other 
than himself? He has difficulty enough in 
living up to his own intention of 
retirement. 

'There it is!' shouted Mr. Wonka. 'My 
Chocolate Factory. My beloved Chocolate 
Factory!' 

'You mean Charlie's Chocolate Factory,' 
said Grandpa Joe. 

'That's right!' said Mr. Wonka, 
addressing Charlie. 'I'd clean forgotten! 1(10 
apologise to you, my dear boy! of course it's 
yours  

The Chocolate Factory is an obvious 
device for Mr.Dahl to use. He had some 
experience of being a public relations 
beneficiary of one. But he could not settle 
for a moribund heir. 

But if we are to take Willie Wonka as 
being the creator of quite another factory — 
the Disney factory. in fact — one could quite 
see why he would want no awkward 
questions, no untoward experiments. 
nothing that might take away from his own 
achievement. Mike Teavee is therefore 
doomed — in 1964 TV was the great enemy 
not of books, as charged. so  much as of 
cinema, whose survival it was then believed 
to be mortally threatening. Mr Dahl was 
himself still engaged in movie scriptwriting. 
He had tried TV with a ghost story series. 
and been failed on his pilot project. But 
ultimately he made it with Tales of the 
Unexpected and so Mike Teavee won in the 
end. 

But Willie Wonka won too. Roald Dahl's 
ultimate popularity arises from his being in 
very clear terms the heir to Walt Disney. 
importing so much from old cultures, folk 
traditions, grotesque fantasy. exotic 
manipulation. captivating effects. eye 
consumerism. The Gremlins may not have 
produced its film, hut the studios 
undoubtedly ultimately produced 
insemination for the subsequent books. 
And apart from the importance of Mr. 
Dahl's work as an example of the impact of 
Disney, future Disney biographers should 
note that the most striking depiction of their 
subject is probably Willie Wonka. • 

PUFFIN SCHOOL 
8001(CL 1/85 
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Looking Back at Cleveland  

stis,s Nlatle0,a1:1.itts lestattlay as ttle elltica‘ avose vevovt, was publ.ishatl. 

Doctor  is lashed 
bY top judge in  

abuse row 

'up 
Tess iict  
firegf 

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 

Ayr 3,433 3,231 3,354 3,559 3,368* 
(475) (408) (362) (326) (372)" 

Kilmarnock 6,746 5,265 5,182 5,458 4,964* 

(956) (955) (1,216) (1,283) (1,049)" 
cases called to trial 

** custodial sentence 

Kilmarnock with its population of just over 50,000 managed to send more 
people to prison in 1987 than Edinburgh with a population of about 420,000. 

1987 
Edinburgh 11.924* (898) " 
Kilmarnock 4,946' (1.049) " 

'cases called to trial "custodial sentence 

THE SCOTTISH CHILD AND THE LAW 

UNOFFICIAL SECRETS - 
THE CLEVELAND CASE 

Beatrix Campbell 
Virago £4.50 

I suppose it is inevitable that a 
crisis which was so deeply 
marked by rigidly-held attitudes 
and unbending conviction. 
should have as one of its out-
comes a book like Unofficial 
Secrets. 

After all, there seems no 
doubt that Cleveland had its fair 
quota of able professionals — in 
all departments. But a passion-
ate commitment to a particular 
interpretation, whether med-
iated through what Campbell 
describes as the 'cool, detached 
professionalism' of the women, 
or the 'blustering truculence' of 
the police, fogged everybody's 
view of what was most helpful to 
the children concerned. 

The true value of a book which 
dissects a crisis like Cleveland 
must be that it advances our 
understanding of what went 
wrong and how. Reading it may 
not be a pleasant experience but 
one should at least reach the end 
feeling one has gained some 
greater insight. 

But reading Unofficial Secrets is 
not like that. You arc dragged 
willy-nilly into the awful, frantic 
atmosphere which those profess-
ionals created and maintained 
for themselves. So what is its 
purpose? An attempt to 'set the  

record straight"? To bang the 
drum on behalf Of the profess-
ional women? To nail the police? 
To remind us in a final explosion 
of questions that the events of 
Cleveland arc still unfinished? 

This is a competent account of 
the Cleveland events which asks 
some intelligent questions. But 
in its tone and emphasis it is as 
much a part of Cleveland as the 
events themselves. 

Beatrix Campbell is an avowed 
feminist. Her sympathies would 
be expected to lie with the 
women in the drama. I consider 
myself a feminist too but 1 don't 
think the women in that episode 
come out of it any better than the 
men. And I don't think that 
allocating blame on the basis of 
gender gets any of us anywhere 
at all. So the questions she asks 
are not the ones I want answers 
to 

Having said that, there is one 
passage that stands out: For 
around two years the core of 
officers involved worked long 
hours, sometimes 16 hours a day 
without any sources of support 
other than each other. . . We had 
an unoffical agreement among 
ourselves, .. we'd never just walk 
out of the station and drive to our 
homes. We never consumed 
alcohol, so we'd sit in that office 
with a coffee and almost without 
exception there'd be various 
incidents in the day that were 
hilarious. That became a part of 
our day-to-day routine. We had a 
team and we shared this end-of-
the-day ritual together'. 

Trevor Buckroyd, a Leeds 
policeman dealing with a child-
sex ring in that city, talking 
about how he and his colleagues 
coped with the stress of their 
work. I expect people did laugh 
together at times in Cleveland. 
But if so, this book doesn't tell 
you about it — indeed the idea 
that people might have had a 
friendly chuckle together about 
events will be seen by some as 
preposterous, and by others as 
plain offensive. I think that's a 
fair clue as to why there are 
really no lessons to be learned 
from Cleveland. The book I'm 
looking forward to reading is the 
one that describes colleagues 
from different professions 
managing to share adversity and 
a laugh together. This is 
definitely not the one. 

Rosemary Milne 

Disposing of the Trouble 
The Scottish Child has been taking 
a look at a recent summary of 
disposals by the sheriff courts 
between 1983 and 1987. 

If you live in Kilmarnock and 
come up before the sheriff you 
have a one in five chance of 
ending up in jail. Not far down 
the road in Ayr the likelihood 
drops to one in ten. 

The Scottish Child thinks it is 
extremely unlikely that Kilmar-
nock has more than twice as 
many imprisonable villains as its 
neighbour. Ayr. or the capital 
city, Edinburgh. Kilmarnock's 
figures are the objective 
expression of idiosyncratic  

sentencing practices in that court 
- putting it at the top of the 

It won't come as a surprise 
therefore, to learn that the 
pattern repeats itself in the 
figures for the 16— 20 year-olds. 
Kilmarnock came second only to 
Glasgow in the numbers of 16-20 
year-olds it locked up in 1986: 
547 in Kilmarnock, 938 in 
Glasgow. 

Scotland already has the 
dubious privilege of sending 
more people to prison than any 
other country in Europe. What is 
not so well-known is that the 
average detention period in 
Scotland (according to 1985 
Council of Europe figures), was 
1.5 months. Only Denmark was 
lower. What can we deduce 
about a country or a town which 
has such a passion for locking its 
citizens up? • 

premier division in the 
imprisonment league 

32 Scottish Child November 1988 



The Evidence of Children 
and other Vulnerable Witnesses 

What's Sauce 
for the 
Goose . . . ? 

The Scottish Children's Hearing 
System is widely acclaimed for 
the open nature of its decision-
making. Unlike the juvenile 
courts in England and Wales, 
panel members do not retire to 
'consider their verdict' in private 
hut come to their decision in the 
presence of the family, the 
parents having the right to remain 
present throughout the hearing. 

Sad to say, the committees 
responsible for monitoring the 
work of the panels, the 
Children's Panel Advisory 
Committees, (CPACs). seem 
reluctant to apply the same 
methods to their work. One of 
the main responsibilities 
assigned to the CPACs is to 
decide whether to recommend 
the reappointment of panel 
members. An important factor 
in their decision will he how well 
they judge the panel member to 
have conducted the discussion 
with families in the hearings 
CPAC members have observed. 

Another authoritative and lucid 
Discussion Paper has come from the 
Scottish Law Commission. This time 
the theme is the child witness with 
special emphasis on the child witness 
in cases of sexual and physical abuse. 

As the different options for dealing 
with child witnesses unfold before us: 
screens, videos, evidence 'on 
commission', identity parades, 
hearsay evidence etc, etc, one is left 
wondering how on earth have we got 
into this mess? In most situations 
where the objective difficulties 
appeared to be so great, people would 
be asking themselves if perhaps there 
was some basic flaw in the thinking. 
But the question doesn't seem to 
arise. 

The prevailing wisdom is that 
abusers must be prosecuted: a high 
level of convictions is a 'good thing' - 
for children and for society in general. 
So the search goes on, for more and 
better ways of 'nailing your man' - with 
due regard to the sensitivity and 
vulnerability of children, of course. 

But supposing that instead of seeing 
the court trial as an impartial test of 
veracity - the judges' view - or an 
opportunity for a victim to assert her 
power against the adult - some  

therapists view - we see it as one part 
of a whole jigsaw which is the child and 
adult's interlocking life. The child then 
ceases to be just any actor in the 
judicial drama and becomes instead 
as important as the alleged offender. 
with as many rights to protection as he 
has. Protection for the child in the SLC 
Discussion Paper means how the child 
gives evidence. But this may not be 
enough - perhaps it should also mean 
whether the child should be called as a 
witness at all where there is a tie of 
kinship between the child and her 
alleged abuser. 

No one would question an accused's 
right to defend himself against a false 
accusation. But what about the equally 
important right for a child not to have 
to testify against a parent or other 
relative, if she so chooses. 

Pitting child against parent is just 
one aspect of this hydra-headed prob-
lem. The treatment of the convicted 
sex offender is another. Perhaps if the 
outcome of the criminal trial was not 
prison but some other form of sanc-
tion, it would be possible to discuss 
the merits of a traditional court trial 
more enthusiastically. 

However, there are few, if any alter-
natives to the prison sentence for the  

sex offender in Scotland. Link that fact 
to the recent announcement in the 
press - of a 'jail within a jail' at Shotts - 
a response to the problem of 
Scotland's violent prisons which is 
almost mind-boggling in its 
unimaginativeness - and you begin to 
understand some of the pressures on 
a man to deny his guilt. 

Solitude, confinement and the ever-
present fear of a 'duffing-up' by other 
inmates is the order of the day for the 
Scottish sex offender, and likely to 
remain so as long as those who pass 
the sentences take no responsibility 
either for the institutions they fill or for 
the development of alternative 
remedies. 

Thanks are due therefore, to the 
Scottish Law Commission for such an 
able Discussion Paper on the legal 
difficulties of hearing evidence from a 
child witness. We look forward to 
taking the discussion further. • 

Scottish Law Commission 
Discussion Paper, No 75, The 
Evidence of Children and other 
Potentially Vulnerable Wit-
nessses. Available from the 
Scottish Law Commission, 140 
Causewayside, Edinburgh EH9 
I PR Tel: 0.71-668-2131 

The curious fact is however, 
that although an ability to 
discuss difficult topics openly 
with families is a key re-
quirement in hearings, we don't 
know of any regional panel 
where panel members are in-
vited by their CPAC. to a lull 
and frank discussion', culminating 
in an on-the-spot decision about 
\ hy they should or should not be 

reappointed. 

Is our information wrong? 
Are the CPACs in fact sharing 
their decisions with panel 
members? Because if not, per-
haps it's time we started asking 
why not? 

After all, the decision to not to 
reappoint a panel member is a 
far less onerous responsibility. 
one with infinitely less effect on 
the life of a panel member than a 
decision by a hearing to place a 
child in a foster home or other 
residential care. So what's a 
stake here? Who's protecting 
whom? And might there be 
some connection between the 
'behind-closed-doors' verdicts of 
the CPACs and the low levels of 
appeals from hearings? • 
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LETTERS 

Dear Editor, 

I welcomed Alastair Cameron's 
and Stewart Black's She's Leaving 
Home - But Where To? in the 
September issue, in highlighting 
the effects of further changes in 
income support and housing 
benefit regulations. However, 
even such thorough reports fail 
to give a real sense of the despair 
and hardship now faced by 
young people. 

Supporting some in their own 
tenancies has assumed the 
flavour of a Red Cross oper-
ation. Food packages, more than 
advice and support, is what is 
most needed by our tenants. We 
find that the boundary between 
support and parenting has 
become increasingly blurred, as 
these young people struggle to 
provide themselves with 

Dear Editor, 

Every culture has its outgroups. 
The health sister (Norwegian 
version of district nurse) is 
referred to as 'Dora the Dane'. 
Dora's latest consultation began 
with me telling her that baby 
Sofia was sometimes of late 
'unrolig' (unsettled) at the 
breast. She was crying and 
clawing and kicking her legs 
around, which made me wonder 
if she had colic. 

On hearing this, Dora pro-
nounced that I should drink a 
glass of beer before meals. I 
wondered whether this was to 
calm me down, or the wain. 
Dora explained this was to 
increase my milk supply. 

Oh, I often expressed milk, I 
explained, and froze it, since I 
had plenty. More than enough in 
fact. 

Ah! Maybe she's choking if 
you've got too much. 

adequate food and clothing. 

Somehow they manage to 
scrape together their rent, rates 
and fuel bills. Can their funds 
stretch, as they will soon have to, 
to the poll tax? At times, the 
tenants seem to fall into a 
collective depression - the 
cupboards are bare, and the telly 
taunts them with scenes of family 
life and other goodies they will 
never have. I've developed a 
variety of poorly disguised 
methods for supplementing their 
incomes. Like including 'cook-
ing lessons' in a flat meeting - 
everyone can get a good feed. Or 
arriving with packets of biscuits. 
The college fees from a recent 
student placement provided 
funds for a trip, the main activity 
during which seemed to be 
eating. Requests from tenants 
for small loans become more 

Ah! But if! feel my breasts are 
too full, I express milk before I 
feed Sofia. 

Umm. Dora, not stuck yet, 
asks if! manage to get Sofia to 
burp during feeds. I explain that 
I have read all the books but 
have given up on them and 
continue to study Sofia instead. 

Yes. You can use them as a 
sort of map, said Dora. The visit 
ended here with Dora's approval 
that all you could really do was to 
use your intuition. 

The next visit two weeks later, 
with Knut an anxious to partici-
pate father, began with Dora's 
words. 'Yes, and it doesn't mat-
ter at all if you cry a bit. Does it 
then? Mummy needs her rest.' 

Should I take up the battle 
again (see September issue - 
Screaming in the Kitchen) or just 
pretend I didn't hear? After all.  

frequent, and are paid back from 
the next pitifully small giro. The 
struggle to maintain a profess-
ional distance, and to preserve 
personal boundaries is a daily 
task. 

Our tenants' efforts to live 
independently are undermined 
by their increased financial 
dependency on us, on friends 
and parents. Our skills, exper-
ience and training in youth work 
have become redundant in the 
face of such poverty. Between 
the lines of your article lie the 
despair and courage of young 
people, as well as the frustrated 
concern of those who struggle to 
support them. 

Susan Fisher 
Co-ordinator, Slipway Project 
Edinvar Housing Association 
Edinburgh 

Dora has had twenty years of 
looking after 'my children' and 
'my mothers'. It would take a lot 
to convince her. After an exam-
ination of a compliant Sofia, (she 
does have a way with babies, or 
maybe Sofia was fascinated by 
her bi-focals catching the light) 
Dora pronounced that she was a 
fine girl. 

Yes, she'll use you like a big 
dummy, she told me on her first 
home visit, warning me not to let 
her suck too long at my real 
ones. Even at that early stage, I 
realised that Dora's way of 
stressing things is to talk to baby 
in a serious tone, eye to eye, 
repeating whatever message she 
wants mama to get. No doubt, 
'and it doesn't matter a bit if 
mama leaves you to cry' will be 
repeated next visit too. 

Lynda Whyte Petterson 
Hvalstad 
Norway 
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And the Winner is . . . 

T
here's nothing wrong with a 
bit of healthy competition. 
Is there? Except of course 
when an Olympic athlete 

pumps life-threatening drugs 
into his body, the 'healthy' 
competition seems to have 
turned lethal. But when an 
Olympic gold medal brings with 
it millions of dollars worth of 
advertising contracts and the 
status of national hero, then 
being a winner is about a lot 
more than coming first in a race. 

Not that I'm against comp-
etition. In itself, it's inherently 
neither good nor bad. Some-
times it's unavoidable. Some-
times it can even be fun. It's the 
disproportionate adulation of 
the winner, and the consequent 
devaluing of the loser than can 
be a bit off. 

And not just in sport. In fact, 
sportsmen and women are still 
given some recognition for a 
brave try (not though by the 
awarders of advertising con-
tracts — who after all wants to 
aspire to being a brave runner-
up?). 

Competition is a fact of life, 
we are told. It's rapidly 
becoming in the eyes of the gov-
ernment, a religion. There have 
always been winners and losers. 
There always will be. Well, all  

right. I can accept that. Except 
now you have to be a winner to 
be counted a success, as being at 
all worthwhile. A loser on the 
other hand is a failure, of no 
account, and one of the worst 
insults we can throw at someone 
these days is to call them 'a born 
loser'. 

A
nd competition is creeping 
(or maybe charging would 
be more accurate) into new 
areas. It's always been part 

of the commercial and business 

world, though perhaps so not so 
openly aggressive as in recent 
years. Being a loser in business 
can mean unemployment for a 
workforce. slow death for a com-
munity. Tough! That's what 
happens to loss/failures. 

But what about the entry of 
competition into publicly owned 
services like the power indus-
tries, transport, even health and 
education? We're told it will 
improve the service, increase 
efficiency — lack of competition 
results in stagnation. Alternative 
causes are not considered. 
Maybe the unsatisfactory state 
of some publicly owned indus- 

tries has been due to a lack of 
accountability? Unhelpful or-
ganisational structures, con-
fusion of task, alienation of the 
workforce, lack of shared dec-
ision-making? Don't be silly. 
What's needed is competition! 
Simple, see. 

And the appeal of such an out-
line is that it is simple. None of 
the hard painful introspection 
required of any of the other lines 
of explanation. But of course. 
there is a destructive and dan-
gerous element to this when we 

move into health and education. 
The dire state of these essential 
components of our lives isn't 
because of inadequate re-
sources, confusion of their roles, 
lack of accountability, under-
valuing of the workforce. It's 
lack of competition again! 

But what happens to loser 
hospitals, loser schools, loser 
nurseries, loser health centres? 
Why, they end up serving the 
loser communities. 

A recent Panorama programme 
examined the implications of the 
new City Technology College in 
Solihull. The heads of other local 
schools were concerned that this  

was surreptitiously re-intro-
ducing selection into local 
education. Each had produced a 
rival publicity leaflet for their 
school. Education Secretary. 
Kenneth Baker was delighted - 
the introduction of healthy 
competition into the education 
market. 

Now such information should 
of course be available about 

schools to pupils and their 
parents, but if it is done as some 
sort of commercial in a 
competitive market place. then 
the implications have little to do 
with improving educational 
standards. 

This 'healthy competition' 
between schools will inevitably 
lead to 'healthy competition' 
among parents for places at what 
were judged to he the 'winning' 
schools. But doesn't healthy 
competition demand that comp-
etitors start from a position of 
equal chance to win? Yet the 
overwhelming flood of evidence 
from the last 20 years tells us that 
this is not the case. We all know 
that the children from poorer 
families, from the bottom of the 
social ladder, do not have equal 
access to good education. But 
then what can they expect'? 
They're just born losers, aren't 
they? 

Sheila Ramsay 
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