THERAPEUTIC
EDUCATION
A Holistic
Approach

Coming this Autumn
A Seminar organised by the Scottish Child Law Centre
REPRESENTING CHILDREN:
LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF THE CHILD
Objectives: To Examine Children's Rights,
Their Representation and Participation
In the Civil and Criminal Courts and in Children's Hearings,
all from a Children's Rights Perspective.

Monday 13 November 1995
10.00am to 4.30pm
Central Hotel, Gordon Street, Glasgow.
For further details contact: the Conference Section, Scottish Child Law Centre,
Lion Chambers, 170 Hope Street, Glasgow G2 2TU. Telephone: 0141 331 2244.
The Scottish Child Law Centre's Children's Rights Project is supported by grant
aid from the BBC Children In Need Appeal.

The Women and HIV/AIDS
Network Conference
Thursday June 15th,1995 at
Napier University Craiglockart Campus.
The conference will look at reproductive issues
for women infected or affected by HIV and their
partners.
The main speaker will be Dr. Lorraine Sherr , a
psychologist at the Royal Free Hospital in
London, author of a number of books on HIV/
AIDS and editor of "AIDS - the heterosexual
epidemic"
Speakers will include women who are HIV
positive. Access to men-only workshops will
be available.
Free and assisted places will be available.
For further information please contact:
Women and HIV/AIDS Network
13A Great King Street
Edinburgh EH3 60W
Telephone: 0131 557 5199

SEARCHING FOR
THAT SPECIAL
SOMEONE

ONE PER CENT FUND

Do you know someone who helps make our
communities better places to live? Someone who
is always there when there is a battle to be won?

Someone who always seems to have the time and
energy to speak up on local issues? Then they may be a
candidate for the Sead Prize
The Sead Prize is awarded for outstanding
achievement in the field of community action. The
winner will receive LI,000, a commemorative plaque
and a unique scroll of honour at a special ceremony in
July Nominations are now being called for and should
be returned to the Sead office by
Monday 26 June.

For further information contact
Sead,
23 Castle Street,
Edinburgh, EH2 3DN,
tel. 0131 225 6550,
fax. 0131 2266384.
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editorial
Hearing or Listening?
One of the primary aims of Scottish Child has always - from its
inception - been to include somewhere within each issue of the
magazine the 'voice of the child'. This may be an article written
by a child, or it may equally be children
being interviewed and their words
included in an article. Though this
magazine is not designed to be read by
children, we feel it is important to let
children speak for themselves, to find
out what they really think, rather than
making adult assumptions about what
we think they think. Most of the time we
succeed, to a greater or lesser degree,
in doing this: sometimes we fail.
In this particular issue the voice of
.the child appears in the article entitled
No fixed abode' and takes the form of
quotes from children involved in the
making of a video of the same name
about homelessness in Wester Hailes,
a housing scheme on the western
outskirts of Edinburgh. There are just a
few quotes and the children don't say
much in very great detail. Perhaps we
should have done better.
In this issue too, we give news in 'In
Brief' of a booklet produced by the
Edinburgh-based Tangents which sets
out 'to develop and promote new and
better ways to facilitate youth
participation in youth work and youth
services'. While Tangents are
undoubtedly doing good work, the
booklet has been put together by adults with quotes from the
children in the margins. This, we say, is effectively and quite
literally marginalising children and the voice with which they
speak.
Perhaps we are all guilty of this, to a greater or lesser degree.
While trying our best to represent children, while trying to do our
very best for children, perhaps we are all liable to paraphrase
their words, to communicate what we think they are saying rather
than what they actually are saying, or, worst of all, to put our own
words into their mouths. It is very easily done. We can ask leading
questions. We can overlay our own opinions on those of the
children. We can cut and paste, editing out the true meaning of
what has been said.
Is there any way round this?
The nub of the problem, it seems to me, is that we do not trust our
children. We do not trust them to.. .to what? To make sense? To
say the right thing? To produce a balanced analysis of what is
right and what is wrong?

And why should they? After all, we as adults may have built a
system which, however finely balanced for us as adults, may not
be the sort of system the majority of children would wish to have
imposed on them. Scales which are
balanced in favour of adults must by
definition be balanced against the
interests of children.
In her article in this issue - 'Celluloid
dreams' - Margaret Hubbard suggests
that when making films for children,
film directors should try to tap into their
own unconscious memories of
childhood. She quotes Stephen
Spielberg as saying 'when I began
playing to the kids directly, I found that
stumbled on my own shoelaces. Then
I realised, when you're making movies,
you can't do things consciously'. She
goes on to conjecture, perhaps not
without a hint of irony, that the way to
make films which portray children
accurately may be to give them, the
children, 'exclusive control over text
and camera'.
And why not? The end result might
not be as slick and professional as
'Jurassic Park' or 'Indiana Jones', but
it would certainly give children a voice,
and a potentially powerful and potent
voice at that. As we point out in another
'In Brief', the government of Slovenia not one of the world's oldest
democracies, having been set up
following the break-up of Yugoslavia - has instituted a Children's
Parliament, a talking shop which once a year allows youngsters
to give voice to the issues which concern them.
Britain take note. Rather than all this 'constitutional change'
being mooted by the Liberal Democrats, the Labour Party, the
Scottish Nationalists - and now, apparently, even the Tories perhaps we should be setting up regional parliaments for children,
in which the young people of this country could talk about their
worries, fears, hopes, and aspirations. Perhaps that would take
us one big step down the road to allowing the voice of the child
to be heard throughout the UK in the third millennium.
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in brief
Exploding myths

You often hear how kids are so much more
'computer-literate' than the older generation.
Computer literate they may well be but in another
area of technical skill - the use of cameras, tape
recorders and the paraphernalia of the media most children will tell you that they still feel
unsure and shy about having a go. Perhaps it's
because if you see camera crews out on a
professional shoot they so often seem to be part
of a whole team of bustling technicians, all
looking fearfully 'expert' and talking a strange
jargon as they rush about.
Media Education, an Edinburgh based project
working with schools and youth groups, aims to
explode some of these myths and to make the
workings of the media more accessible to young
people in a whole variety of ways.
They have tackled all the obvious social
issues which face kids at school and home, from
racism to land use, taking in relationships and
water safety along the way and they have already
an impressive record of successful projects
behind them where kids of primary age as well
as older have explored a key topic and made a
programme or a presentation out of their
investigations.
Take for example, an anti-bullying project at
St Paul's School at Whitehill. Bullying had
been identified as an increasing problem within
the school. The project enabled the kids to bring
it to general attention as a issue which affects
everyone, not just the bullied and the bullies.
The local community was also drawn in on the
work, which produced some interesting
feedback. Although parents are often vociferous
about bullying, in this instance parental
participation wasn't too hot - a tiny number of
those sent a questionnaire bothered to respond.
On the other hand businesses did take part and
the kids were able to compare company policies
with the kinds of solutions a school may be able
to adopt.
The outcome, besides the programme itself,
was the setting up of a 'Bully Patrol' to work
throughout the school together with a code of
conduct for the school. It's all good stuff and as
Lucy Bateman, one of the workers involved, put
it, "The group developed an understanding of
how media messages are generated. Having
developed their own opinions, they learnt how
to communicate them to others." The outcome,
she notes, was that, "their combined messages
hit the air waves loud and clear."

Slip off the tongue

What is it about the word empowerment' that
brings a shudder when you hear it? Is it because
it's the umpteenth time in a week you've heard
someone going on about it in relation to young
people / travellers / the disabled / single mums
6

...? Or is it perhaps because you've been around
long enough to know the gulf between the words
and the reality? Or are you perhaps one of those
for whom it still slips easily off the tongue?
Over an eight-week period Scottish Child
gets literally loads of press releases, annual
reports, circulars and minutes about new
projects, projects under threat, pre-fives
initiatives, anti-discriminatory practices - the
list is almost endless. You'd be amazed at just
how many of them talk about 'empowerment'
as one of their key objectives, alongside such
other exciting notions such as 'hands-on'
participation, 'pro-active' work and - an old one
this - 'experiential learning'!
Wading through this kind of stuff, you'd
probably need no more than a week to get a
pretty fair sense of how the professionals are
talking to each other about what they think they
are doing for the next generation.
Do we sound sour? That is not the intention
but there is undoubtedly a problem here: the
problem of what 'we' think we're doing and
what 'they' (the kids in this instance), think
we're doing. Take - and this is a totally random
choice - the report produced by the team at
Tangents.
This publication (available from Tangents,
Rosebery House, Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh
EH 12 5EZ, price L2.50), reviews the first five
years of a project designed primarily, as the
authors say at the outset, "to develop and
promote new and better ways to facilitate youth
participation in youth work and youth services."
You could have knocked me down with a feather,
as the saying goes.
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With no suggestion of irony at all the authors of
this honourable effort have quite literally
marginalised the kids who are keen to have
more say in how services are run for them.
Comments about the various conferences and
training events the young people have both
helped organise and attended feature in the
report in the margins of the main text, tastefully
laid out in italics, alongside the obligatory photos
of teenagers clowning around and having a
'right good time'.
There can be no question, if you bother to get
into the meat of the report, that this organisation
has brought a lot of good things into the lives of
a good number of teenagers. But it has to be
said, there is still a good deal of learning to do
about the way in which they present their message
of achievement to the public at large. Perhaps
next time round they should hand the whole
thing over to the young people. We're sure they
would have no need to worry about ending up
with a few comments in the margin as their total
contribution. On the whole teenagers are quite
good at understanding the need for balance,
perhaps a lot better than we give them credit for.
000
Lots of fun for everyone

If you're short of play or craft equipment and
your project is for children up to twelve years of
age in one of the Urban-Aid areas of Lothian,
you may well be able to find what you need at
the Children's Work Fund. Based at Dunford
House, Boroughloch Lane, Edinburgh

(telephone: 0131 667 1828), the Fund aims to
help children's groups to expand the range of
what they offer to their young clients and
members. Adrienne Inch, the Fund's organiser,
explained to Scottish Child that it is also
possible for non-Urban-Aid projects to use the
equipment one week in every month. You have
to contact them to find out which week this is as
it varies from month to month, depending on
holidays and demand from the main users.
If you've not come across 'earthballs' before,
now may be your chance to do so. The catalogue
tells you they keep three sizes: 2m, 1.5m and
lm. They come with a hand-held blower which
inflates and deflates. Earthballs full of air sounds
like a bit of a contradiction in terms but no doubt
they are, as the blurb claims, 'lots of fun' for
everyone.
00-0
Change in tempo

Play schemes all over the country are beginning
to look forward to a change in tempo in their
activities. While teachers may be telling
themselves that there are only five or so weeks
to go until the doors close on the little dears for
a bit, play group leaders are going into top gear
ready for the influx of holiday clients.
Sally Cairney at Maryhill Mobile Creche, is
expecting the numbers of children using the
creche to soar above the 150-per week average
which is what they expect during term time. The
clientele is rather different in the holidays,
when teenagers as well as tinies can get along to
use what the centre at Gairbraid Avenue has to
offer.
She admits that the name 'creche' is a bit of
a turn-off for some of the kids who, like the rest
of us, tend to think of a creche as where the
mums park the tiddlers while they do some
shopping or visit a pal. Still, no-one so far has
come up with anything better than the existing
title and the teenagers - up to sixteen year-olds
are all eligible if they live locally - have found
that the activities more than make up for the
name. One of the main crafts is puppet-making
which Sally says is always a terrific success
with everyone. There are lots of outings too,
geared to the different age groups and spread
across the whole of the summer holidays.
One date to note is national Play Day on 9th
August when the centre puts on a special
programme to attract new people. "It never fails
to amaze me how many new kids turn up that
day and then arrive back the next day too," said
Sally, "They find out what we have to offer and
they come right back for more."
Contact telephone: 0141 945 1888.
000
Spotlight on safety

Child Safety Week this year is from 3rd to 9th
July. This is the third year the Child Accident
Prevention Trust has run a special week to
highlight safety issues for children. Participants
can benefit in a number of ways: by promoting
their own work in this field, by increasing staff
knowledge of the kinds of dangers to look out
for when working or living with children, by

taking the message to the public with poster
campaigns and by hearing from others via the
Trust's database of practitioners.
It's a bit late to send for the starter pack which
has been on sale since March and last year was
a sell-out. However if you feel you'd like to
have last-minute information the address to
contact is: Child Safety Week, Child Accident
Prevention Trust, Clerks Court, 18-20
Farringdon Lane, London EC 1R 3AU.
00 0
Slovenian lessons

The Scottish arm of Save the Children Fund
recently played host to a group of four voluntary
sector workers from Slovenia, a non-warring
part of the former Yugoslavia which became an
independent country in 1990. The visit was one
result of a trip to Slovenia by SCF's Kevin
Byrne, Assistant Divisional Director - Advocacy
in the Scottish Division.
Prior to the break up of Yugoslavia, the vast
majority of voluntary sector organisations in
the country were state-funded. Very soon after
Slovenia gained independence, most of the
funding was withdrawn and the organisations
had to start doing their own fund-raising.
'Slovenia has had a large influx of refugees
from Bosnia and elsewhere,' says Byrne. 'Many
excellent childcare services provided by the
state are under threat, and lacking a tradition of
NGOs has intensified the problem.'
Each of the four Slovenian workers was
attached to an SCF project in Scotland, partly to

take methods of project development and
practice back to their homeland.
However the flow of information and
experience is not only in one direction. Parts of
the Slovenian experience have much to
recommend themselves to other European
countries. For example, Slovenia has a
Children's Parliament. Children are elected
members of this parliament which meets once a
year in the country's main parliament building.
Issues of importanct to children are debated and
the event receives a great deal of publicity.
Though the Children's Parliament does not have
the power to pass laws, its deliberations are
closely followed by politicians and thus have an
influence on government policy.
Watch out, Mr Major, the kids are coming!
000
Ethical coffee

We were wondering in the office the other day
just how many jars of coffee the readership of
Scottish Child consumes in a year. No, it wasn't
because we have nothing better to do with our
time, simply that we had been discussing the
question of supporting ethical food producers
and how best to get the message across about
some of the smaller producers who don't have
access to big budgets to advertise their wares.
So, we gave Cafe Direct a call to hear how
they are doing and the news is good and getting
better. If you're a regular coffee-drinker but
you'd like to know that when you make yourself
a cuppa you aren't simply adding to the profits
of Nescafe - in case you have the same dislike
as we do of its aggressive selling tactics for

baby milk formula in Third World countries then Cafe Direct coffee is the answer for you.
Cafe Direct buys beans from small-scale farmers
working in co-operatives in Tanzania, Peru and
Mexico. You can find the jars of freeze-dried
instant coffee on the shelves of Safeway,
Sainsburys and larger Tescos. You'll pay a few
pennies more per jar - on average no more than
25 to 30 pence extra - and you get a coffee that
tastes as good or better than any of the other
brand 'gold labels' at equivalent prices.
It's good to report that for people living
outside the central belt of Scotland there are two
wholesale outlets which can supply organisations
and shops in the borders and the north. In the
south west, Juniper Wholefoods in Lockerbie
(telephone: 01576 304322), carries Cafe Direct
coffee, both freeze-dried and roast and ground
coffee. Highland Wholefoods, based in Inverness
(telephone: 01463 712393), services the needs
of the northern market. And for organisations in
the east there's no excuse at all: you can get a
large catering size pack from Equal Exchange
in Edinburgh so the benefits are economic as
well as from the •feel-good' factor.
000
Holidays for bookworms

Scottish Child readers who like nothing better
than curling up with a good book may be
interested in a series of 'reading holidays' being
organised by a new Edinburgh company. The
holidays are designed to bring together book

lovers who then 'spend a week sharing the
pleasures of books' with other booklovers at
venues in Scotland, the north of England and
Wales.
Each holiday is hosted by two well-known
writers who recommend a reading list of their
own favourite books, lead discussions and
provide insights into their own writing. The
first weekend, at Lunga House, Argyll, for
example, will be hosted by lain Crichton Smith
and Moy McCrory, recommended reading
including Joyce's Dubliners, The Periodic
Table by Primo Levi and Joseph Heller's seminal
anti-war classic Catch 22.
For more information on that and otherreading
holidays contact Bloom Reading Holidays, 1
Norton Mains Cottages, Newhridge,
Midlothian E1128 8NA. Telephone: 0131 333
4547.
000
Kawasaki support

News of a support group formed to help parents
with children suffering from Kawasaki
syndrome. The address to write to is: Sue
Davidson, Kawasaki Syndrome Support Group,
13 Norwood Grove, Potters Green, Coventry
CV2 3FR. Telephone: 01203 612178.
000

in brief
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Do genes predispose some
people to crime? Or are
we in danger of being
blinded by science?

Stephen Naysmith
investigates

ebruary 1991. Domino's Pizza Store, Scientists arguethat criminal behaviour has
Hall County, Georgia, USA. Stephen not been eliminated in any culture, anywhere
Mobley, 25, walks into Domino's, helps in the world, despite a range of methods
himself to the contents of the till and shoots which have been developed to isolate,
the store manager in the neck, killing him. punish or rehabilitate criminals. Hence, they
Mobley subsequently confesses to the say it is rational to look for explanations for
crime and is sentenced to death. However, the origins and causes of criminality, in
the sentence is being challenged by his order to suggest ways of preventing crime
attorneys, who want genetic evidence taken or rehabilitating offenders.
into account. There is a history of violence in
Sir Michael Rutter, of the centre for social
four generations of Mobley's family history, genetic and developmental psychiatry,
they argue, and gene research from the London, chaired the conference on 'The
Netherlands may reveal mitigating evidence Genetics of Criminal Behaviour'. He argues
in his favour.
that research into the genetics of criminality
Genes and crime are big news. In February could 'lead to a better understanding of
in London, the CIBA foundation gathered how risk factors operate, which is important
experts from around the world to discuss for intervention and prevention'.
Dr Gregory Carey, of Colorado University's
The Genetics of Criminal Behaviour, while in
Edinburgh in April, the Science Festival institute of behavioural genetics, agreed
hosted a debate on the medical research with this standpoint. 'The main questions
into the age-old argument: are we formed are how individual differences in DNA
by nature or nurture?
ultimately translate into individual
So could we be on the verge of a differences in aggression, theft, robbery and
breakthrough in the science of genetics? violence,' he said.
But at the same time, the scientists hedge
Will the latest discoveries change the way
we deal with crime and punishment? Or do themselves around with qualifiers. Most are
such meetings herald the dawn of a still forced to adm it that it is extremely difficult
frightening new age where our genes are to disentangle genetic and environmental
our judgment, with children branded influences. Genetic effects are described
potential criminals even before they are as highly malleable over the course of
development (making predictions likely to
born?
Both conferences were keen to stress be unreliable). A Swedish study ran into the
that they were a long way from finding a problem that most criminality in an adoption
criminal gene. It may grab the headlines, study was as a result of alcohol, so they had
but scientists are generally keen to stress to redirect their attentions to the genetic
that they are only talking about study of alcoholism. Carey,himself admits,
that 'humans are not insects with strong
predisposition to anti-social behaviour.
However it is claimed that of seven major genetic programming'.
studies of twins six found that identical twins
The CIBA conference was attacked by 15
had more similar anti-social behaviour than top scientists, in an open letter to national
fraternal twins, with the seventh being newspapers, for failing to include speakers
inconclusive. The similarity holds when twins with a view critical of genetic determinism.
Professor Sheila McLean, head of
are raised in separate households.
Secondly, in six modern adoption studies, Glasgow University's Institute of Law and
there was a significant correlation between Ethics in Medicine, is one such sceptic.
the anti-social behaviour of the adopted 'What I would say is - arethey asking sensible
child and the behaviour of their genetic questions? Anyone can see the advantages
in detecting a gene which predicts
relatives with whom they were not raised.
Regardless of environment and Huntingdon's disease, because it is a very
upbringing, we are told, at the very least nasty illness. But why are we looking for
people can inherit some of the traits that genes which might predispose people to
might lead to crime: impulsive behaviour, social rather than clinical conditions?'
There are a range of ethical implications
aggression and alcoholism come up again
and assumptions involved, not the least of
and again.

F

DNA: The
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If we place the blame

heavily on environment,
there is little but
frustration for the criminal
who wishes to reform but
faces social conditions that
maybe seem unalterable.

which is how we define crime. The nature of
most scientific research reveals a deeply
establishment approach. As mentioned
above, the genes being hunted most
energetically relate to alcoholism
impulsiveness and aggression. They
suggest we are looking to predict working
class offences such as assault and
shoplifting. They don't relate to, say, greed,
racism or corruption, the sort of anti-social
vices that currently tend to go unpunished
in our society.
McLean tells how she recently had a
phone call from a national (English-based)
tabloid newspaper asking why criminals
commit crime? 'I was taken aback,' she
says, 'I wanted to ask - do you mean serial
killers, or shoplifting?
'Someone might have a bad temper or
impulsiveness. They won't necessarily end
up shop-lifters, they might end up Prime
Minister. It is silly to call it a criminal gene. It
is silly to call it anything.'
Fears expressed about the nature of such

research have tended to concentrate on
what people might do if it was successful. If
you discover through a pre-natal test that
you are carrying a child with the gene for
aggressive behaviour, what do you do? Do
you opt for an abortion? Perhaps there will
be a special school you can send him or
her to? Or will a gene therapy operation
correct the defect?
Carey argues that scientists simply do
not believe in biological determinism, the
idea that everything is predetermined by
our genes. 'All empirical data are
inconsistent with this hypothesis'.
They are misrepresented as being
determined to wipe out differences by
eradicating the genes that produce them,
he argues. 'Genes do not imply therapeutic
nihilism. Just as eyeglasses can ameliorate
myopia, environmental interventions can
be effectual for crime and antisocial
behaviour.'
Are all the objections merely
scaremongering then? Perhaps it is
mistaken to treat criminals as if the
environment were the only problem they
face. Like anxious patients, might some
offenders be relieved to discover they
suffered from a recognised condition?
Treatment or at least management then
become a potential option. Other incurable
conditions such as diabetes can be handled
so that sufferers can live normally. Might
we see the day when crime is dealt with in
the same way?
If we place the blame heavily on
environment, there is little but frustration
for the criminal who wishes to reform but
faces social conditions that maybe seem
unalterable.
There are worries too about this
perspective. Even Rutter admits that
'genetic evidence could become a doubleedged sword, leading a jury to conclude
that a defendant should be penalised more,
not less, because he is dangerous and
incurable'.
McLean points out that it alleviates our
joint responsibility to improve conditions in
society as well. The temptation might be to
forget about improving housing, job
prospects and services available to those
who we know are genetically inclined
towards crime anyway?

Vicious Spiral?
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DMA: The Vicious Spiral?
...most commentators in the US already seem
to accept that it is only a matter of time
before their courts accept genetic
predispositions as mitigating evidence.

This is a tremendous potential excuse for the community to say
we don't have to do anything for people because they are going
to be like that anyway,' she says. 'Why bother putting resources
into caring for them properly if their genes make them criminals
anyway?
'Assuming the technology was there in terms of treating the
genes, which it isn't at present, I would be concerned that people
would say "why put money into social services". They might
decide to channel resources into more secure units for instance.'
She doesn't believe this is just scaremongering. A parallel is
frequently drawn with the Nazis, who paid a great deal of attention
to such research. However, she points out that America was
ahead of the Germans. 'They were sterilising whole families in the
US in 1917. They sterilised mentally handicapped people and
those thought to be criminals, long before Nazi Germany.'
While 1917 may seem a long time ago, the court ruling McLean
quotes in an essay on reproduction rights from 1950s America, is
chilling: 'We have seen more than once that the public welfare
may call upon the best citizens for their lives. It would be strange
if it could not call upon those who already sap the strength of the
State for these lesser sacrifices.., in order to avoid our being
swamped with incompetence.
'It is better for all the world, if instead of waiting to execute
degenerate offspring for crime, or to let them starve for imbecility,
society can prevent those who are manifestly unfit from continuing
their kind.'
Attitudes in the 90s might make such compulsory sterilisation
or childlessness impossible, but most commentators in the US
already seem to accept that it is only a matter of time before their
courts accept genetic predispositions as mitigating evidence.
Already the courts accept pre-menstrual syndrome, attention
deficit disorder, hyperactivity and even urban survival syndrome.
Along with the publicity given to The Bell Curve by Charles
Murray and Richard Hernstein, the book which alleged genetic
differences between races affecting intelligence, there is a worrying
trend towards denying the influence of free will, and evading the
real issues.
The science journal Nature asks what the purpose is in
researching the serotonin levels of incarcerated criminals when
measures could be taken to reduce the 280 million handguns on
the streets of America. Similarly we might ask why put money into
studying the aggression of mice, when you could spend it on
housing or employment initiatives?
The fact is that people can make a name for themselves with
this kind of research. You need only look at the interest provoked
when researchers claimed they had found a gene which preindicated homosexuality to see what the effect might be if someone
could isolate a crime gene.
Compare it with the coverage given to the true breakthroughs
achieved recently in the study of cystic fibrosis. The difference is
stark •
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What is Crime?
One psychiatrist at the CIBA conference tackled the thorny
problem of defining anti-social behaviour. He examined the
many different ways in which people can behave contrary to
accepted norms.
The list below demonstrates how difficult it is to define what
is criminal, let alone to find a medical reason for why a person
does what they do:
*Those who deliberately behave contrary to society's norms
- for example, rebellious teenagers.
*Those who want to keep to those norms, but cannot
control contrary impulses - those who are aggressive or
impulsive, for example.
*Those who behave in keeping with the norms of their subgroup, but not the norms of the majority - for example.
squatters living rent-free
*Those who see their behaviour as serving higher norms
than society's - anti-abortion protestors, or environmental
activists
*Those whose behaviour is illegal but extremely common for example, pot-smokers
*Those whose behaviour stems from taking on the
enforcement of norms - vigilante crimes, for example
*Some whose behaviour can be criminal but stemming from
an inability to learn or comprehend the norms - e.g. child
crime or crime by those with learning difficulties

Dutch Discovery
Stephen Mobley's claim that his genes made him a criminal is
based on a study of several males in a family in the Netherlands
who all had similar symptoms of mental retardation and
abnormal violent and aggressive behaviour.
Tests found that their symptoms were related to a deficiency
in the enzyme monoamine oxidase A (MAOA). Researchers
then discovered that a mutation in a structural gene regulated
production of MAOA.
As a result Mobley wants to be tested for an imbalance in
neurochemicals, not to prove his innocence, but to argue
that he wasn't necessarily in charge of his own actions.
His behavioural problems began at an early age, and he has
a string of convictions for forgery, credit card theft, fighting
and an alleged sexual assault against a fellow inmate.
So far the request has been rejected. Unlike members of the
Netherlands family he is not mentally retarded and while he
claims there is a history of violence in his family, he has had
to resort to aunts and uncles and cousins to make his case.
The case is still being appealed.

THE SCOTTISH INSTITUTE OF
HUMAN RELATIONS
THERAPEUTIC SKILLS WITH CHILDREN
& YOUNG PEOPLE •• OOOOO •••••
This modular course aims to provide professionals working with children and adolescents the
opportunity to explore and deepen their understanding of children's emotional developmentfrom
a psychoanalytic perspective and to use this to consider the nature and value of a therapeutic
relationship in work with children and young people
The course also forms the foundation training for those who may later undertake a
professional training in child psychotherapy. Students enrolling for the full course package may
be eligible to register for a Diploma/M. Phil in Therapeutic Studies of Young Children and Young
People organised in conjunction with Glasgow University, Department of the Child in Society.

Modules offered include:

Infant Observation Seminar
Young Child Observation Seminar
Work Discussion Seminar
Psychoanalytic Theory Seminar

Personality Development Seminar

Course begins September 1995.
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN CHILD &
ADOLESCENT PSYCHOANALYTIC PSYCHOTHERAPY
The training is one of five trainings in the UK accredited by the Association of Child
Psychotherapists. It offers a professional qualification recognised by the Department of
Health and by the Scottish Home and Health Department for employment as a Child and
Adolescent Psychotherapist. A pre-clinical foundation training in Therapeutic Skills with
Children & Young People is a pre-entry requirement.
Prospectus and Application Forms available from:

The Scottish Institute of Human Relations
56 Albany Street
EDINBURGH [HI 3QR

Tel. 013i 556 0924
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Homelessness is much more than just a city centre

Mike often spent nights sleeping in doorways,

problem. As Rob !loon explains, even large peripheral

stairs or drying areas. Even when he was staying
with friends, he was often asked to leave early

housing estates like Edinburgh's Wester Hailes have
huge numbers of young people sleeping rough.

in the morning and on these occasions he would
spend a large part of the day just wandering
around town.

artly through the efforts of the The Big Issue, partly through
the efforts of a variety of homelessness agencies and
projects and partly through what can only be described as
strength of numbers, city centre homelessness in places like
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Aberdeen has achieved a much higher
profile in recent years. City centre homelessness is a problem - a
big problem. But for the individuals involved it is just as big a
problem if you are homeless in an out-of-town housing scheme as
if you are homeless in the centre of town. Suburban homeless
exists, but so far it has not achieved the attention it undoubtedly
deserves.
Last year it became the talk of the steamie that there were young

p
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people in Wester Hailes sleeping rough on the canal, the
golf course and stairways. Agencies in the area responded
in a variety of ways. For example, Tom Keddie, the Young
Tenants support worker at the time, was doing a great job
of making contact with people and offering what support he
could. Other reactions, however, were not always so
supportive. Some suggested that it was just 'a bit of a crack'
for young people to sleep out.
We in Wester Hailes spent a few months talking to young
people, agencies and organisations, both locally and in the
city centre. Shelter, The Big Issue, Edinburgh Council for
Single Homeless and Edinburgh Streetwork Project
supplied us with useful information and advice.
Attempts at this stage to meet regularly as a group with
homeless young people in the area were proving difficult,
but we had more success meeting people individually to
discuss the realities of their own situation. During this time
it became apparent that the people sleeping rough are just
the tip of the huge homeless iceberg. The day-to-day reality
is that vast numbers of young people sleep on friends'
floors or obtain tenancies which they have little chance of
keeping. The main problems are lack of money and support,
accentuated by the lack of decently paid jobs and training
and the withdrawal of benefit from young people under 18.
In September, the homeless project developed in
collaboration with Wester Hailes Youth Progamme and
Calders Community Centre Youth Club the 'Young People
Speak Out' video project and began working on a video to
explore the issue of homelessness. The girls involved investigated
the issue through contact with other young people who were or
had been homeless, as well as people who had some knowledge
of the issue through their work. The resulting video, 'Homelessness:
it could happen to you' includes interviews comment and analysis
of the causes and effects of homelessness.
A couple of the stories could bear re-telling. The names of the
people involved have been changed to protect privacy.
Mary left home at 16 mainly due to family problems. Her mother,
a single parent, suffered from poor health. Although keen to stay on
at school, Mary felt the need for an independent life and felt
confident that she could manage on her own if she had her own flat.
Mary left home voluntarily, but her relationship with her mother
had become very strained. Though she would visit her mother
occasionally, she used a network of friends to find temporary
accommodation, mainly sleeping 'on my pal's couch or on

I Abode

occasions 'in the spare room'. She stayed in each friend's house
for approximately a week. She has never slept rough.
During this time Mary's only source of income was her wages
earned from her Saturday job, approximately £13, which she used
for food. She applied to the Housing Department for her own flat as
soon as she left home, but she had not been given any advice nor
did she know whereto obtain it. She had not informed the guidance
staff at shcool of her situation and relied on information from a
friend as to what procedure she should follow.
Mary felt she was treated well by the staff at the local housing
office. She did have to prove that she was homeless, and checks
were made at the addresses she claimed she was staying at. She
was delighted when she was offered a flat and signed the missive
immediately. She did not know her rights as a tenant nor, at that
time, was she able to pay the rent. She was refused income support
by the DSS.

As a result of this, Mary left school and took a full-time job at a fast
food shop. This provides a meal each day but the wages are low.
She has applied for housing benefit but has very little furniture and
only a few personal possessions. She appears to be ableto budget
for fares, electricity and food, but is clearly finding it very difficult to
manage. She is hoping that local charities will help provide some
furniture. She has no cooker, carpet, curtains, table, drawers...
Mary is confident that life will improve and has no regrets about
her past decisions. She has thought about taking the DSS's advice
and taking in a lodger to help pay the rent, but is unsure about
having a stranger around.
Mike, who was not a resident of Wester Hailes at the time, left
home at 16 due to family pressures. He is from a fairly affluent
family, but started getting into trouble with police during his last two
years of school
Although strained at times, his relationship with his mother was
Scottish Child June/July 1995
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No Fixed Abode
Mary appears to be able to budget for fares, electricity
and food, but is clearly finding it very difficult to
manage. She is hoping that local charities will help

the possibility of reality of homelessness, unravelling the
complexities of the situations young people find themselves in,
and recognising the possibilities for collective action •

For further information on the 'No Fixed Abode' project contact Rob
Mon at Community Education on: 0131-442 2001.

provide some furniture. She has no cooker, carpet,
curtains, table, drawers...

basically good - until she re-married. When this happened the
family moved into the step-father's home. It was then that Mike was
ordered out due to his persistent offending. It would appear that
his relationship with his stepfather is very poor.
At first, Mike stayed with some friends for a few nights, but their
families were prepared to accommodate him only for a limited
period. As a result he often spent nights sleeping in doorways,
stairs or drying areas. Even when he was staying with friends, he
was often asked to leave early in the morning and on these
occasions he would spend a large part of the day just wandering
around town.
Mike has never approached Edinburgh District Council for a
house, not has he much idea of what help and advice is available
to young people in Edinburgh. He was receiving no income
support, hardship allowance or unemployment benefit and
therefore it was necessary for him to beg or steal to buy enough
food to survive. This inevitably led to him being remanded in
custody on theft charges. During his time in custody, Mike made
several friends, one of whom asked his mother if he could stay in
their home when they were released. She agreed and Mike is
staying their at the present time. What the long-term future holds
in store for him is anybody's guess.
The video was launched at an event in Calders Community
Centre attended by over 60 people. The intention of the night was
to highlight the fact that homelessness is not merely a city centre
phenomenon but is also prevalent in the peripheral estates like
Wester Hailes. Names of those interested in further involvement
with the project were gathered and regular meetings have been
held to plan future action.
The project now has three main strands.
Peer education. We plan to use the video in workshops where
the girls who made it will share their experience and knowledge of
homelessness with local young people, and encourage them to
consider the problem and responses to it. They will provide
practical information on whereto get help and attempt to generate
more interest in campaigning, both locally and nationally.
Homessness directory. Emulating the success of the excellent
booklet Safety on the Streets of Edinburgh, we intend compiling
a directory of information on benefits and sources of advice locally
and in the city centre. The intention is that young people themselves
will be involved in all aspects of the booklet's production. The
booklet will include accounts of the major issues faced by homeless
young people, represented through their photographs and writing.
Li Research. We intend to research the problem of homelessness
by looking at other areas and the different approaches they take to
alleviate the problem.
The 'No fixed abode' group aims to represent Wester Hailes in
national campaigns which work towards alleviating the problem of
homelessness. Crucial aspects of the process of working towards
this aim include giving a voice to those who are confronted with by
14

Scottish Child June / July 1995

"A.

•••••

Homelessness: It could happen to you
Some quotes from the video:
'I used to sleep in the front seat of a lorry. It was freezing.'
'There was an empty house that I managed to get keys to.
I slept there for about a month.'
'There was no electricity...there was a couch left in the
place and I covered myself with curtains.'
'When I was on the streets I tried to cut my wrists...it was
too cold.'
Suggested solutions
'A major change in Government policy.'
'More housing and access for young people, a range of
options with more support at every stage.'
'Jobs that provide a proper income.'
'Build council houses and make them accessible to young
people.'
'Buy The Big Issue and talk to the vendors because they
get isolated.'
'Generally people want to do something but it's hard. But
if we as a community demand action, then action will be
forthcoming.'

In order to survive within fundamentalist religious
regimes, women may be complicit in their own
oppression, says Pam Fleming.
Only a properly organised response can save these
women and their children from the potentially
violent abuse.
undamentalism is repressive. It stems from organised
religions that idealise the nuclear and extended family
as the basic moral and economic unit. It sees women
and children as part of men's property and domain, their
place as solely in the private and domestic sphere. There
are many fundamentalist religions and communities:
Christian, Muslim and Sikh, for example. It is not the
individual religions that are under attack but rather the
cultural practices within them that violate the rights of
women and children.
Women are seen to be the repository of honour, duty and
sexuality. In order to survive and exist within these
fundamentalist regimes, women are often complicit in their
own repression. The woman must carry out the dictums of
her faith and community in order to be true to the family
honour, her female duty and the role of her gender.
Thus you have mothers practising clitorectomy on their
daughters as a cultural practice, because this is how a
good woman behaves in that culture. Christian women
allow their husbands to beat their children to discipline them
if the children have been 'immoral', because this is how a
good woman behaves in that particular culture.
What can we do about this? Is there anything we can do?
Should we be doing something? After all, if those are the
cultural practices of those religious groups, who is anybody
to interfere?
The answer is that if a group, a religious group, violates
the rights of women and children, the violation itself is
universally unacceptable, no matter what religious or
cultural group it takes place in. Understanding
fundamentalism is critical for the rights of women. How
does fundamentalism impact on the daily lives of women
and children. How do we organise against it without
attacking individual religious groups and without being

F

racist? In order to address these questions we need to
examine the context.
At the recent Glasgow Racial Black and Third World Book
Fair, Usha Brown, a Glasgow cultural activist and
development worker, introduced Bali Gill of the Southall
Monitoring Group to discuss the issues of fundamentalism
in Southall, especially where it revolved around education,
housing, policing, repression, women's rights and domestic
violence and abuse. The experiences of the women at the
Southall Monitoring Group are grounded in the practical
experience of helping women in crisis and in the day-to-day
meeting of women's needs through the provision of
services.
One of the first things Brown did was to put the antifundamentalism discussion in a political context. We are
talking about the political context for fundamentalism within
political structure. People use religious identity to define the
boundary of their cultural group. For example the Sikh
community implies that one must be Sikh, not Indian or
some other cultural factor, to be a member of it. We are
talking about anti-fundamentalism that crosses religious
lines.
This takes the emphasis away from being anti-religious,
with racist overtones, and places it on fighting against a
Scottish Child June/July 1995
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...if a group, a religious group, violates the rights
of women and children, the violation itself is
universally unacceptable, no matter what religious
or cultural group it takes place in.
trend that is worldwide. Though the discussion was about
Southall in England, its application to Scotland is parallel and
pertinent. The grown of rural Christian fundamentalism and
urban fundamentalism from incoming groups is widespread
and problematic, needing cogent strategies and appropriate
action.
Gill points out that it is important to look at the development
of social organisations. Orthodox fundamental organisations
capture people by providing a whole arena of services,
thereby ensuring membership. This keeps services religiously
based that encourage women to return to the 'home' despite
the violations that take place there.
Funding under the guise of 'multi-culturalism' turns a blind
eye to the violations practised within these fundamentalist
groups - like dowry laws and domestic violence. The state
adds to cultural divisiveness by claiming it 'can't interfere
with cultural practices. But it is interfering at the outset by
funding religious groups. While it is true that the state needs
to take some responsibility for ethnic groups and immigrants,
should it be funding religious groups under the guise of multiculturalism? And how can it fund ethnic groups meaningfully
and pro-actively rather than harmfully and divisively.
Gill says that the state can fund services like domestic
violence shelters, which have no underlying religious tag to
them. In Southall, for example, non-denominational services
bring Sikh, Muslim and Hindu women together, women who
would not normally speak to each other and may even dislike
each other on the basis of race or religion. They come with
their own baggage and bigotry.
New arrivals to the Southall area from Somalia are
experiencing reactionary backlash from other fundamentalist
cultural groups who have been settled in the area much
longer. Internal racial strife and anti-religious hatred is not as
simple as white against blacks. There are many groups who
have been involved in religious antipathy - war, even - for
centuries. These bigotries are carried over to Britain from the
countries of origin, causing inter-racial tension and violence.
It is necessary for the Southall Group to work inside
existing factions and groups, to challenge the innate racism
and any abhorrent cultural practices of the groups. Gill
reminds us that it is dangerous to treat the black community
as homogenous, just as it is simplistic to think of the white
community as homogenous. Though it may be true that the
black community comes together at critical times, there are
extreme factions and different ways of living within the black,
as well as the white, communities.
The Southall Group service providers work with the issues
of domestic violence - but simultaneously help the women
16
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disentangle their bigotries. Eventually many women come to
see that they are all women in similar violent situations, no
matter what their religion. Some realise that they cannot
return to a 'home' of violence or extreme repression. The
Southall Group encourages choice rather than forcing reunification, the path chosen by fundamentalist service
providers.
Women who choose not to return are faced with a whole
new set of challenges and difficulties that the state could and
should provide some answers to and funding for, such as
state-funded safe housing, jobs, adequate incomes, universal
child-care and support networks The Southall Group tries to
get women these essentials but find they need more and
more resources to help the women meet the new challenges
that arise.
'These women can never go back to their old lives and
communities,' says Bali Gill. 'All of the positive things they
had in their lives, like support, friends, cultural understanding,

Sunera's story
Sunera is the young mother of two small children in a
fundamentalist family. The religion involved is irrelevant as
the issue is domestic violence. She has survived many
beatings from her aggressive young husband, a successful
businessman with a high profile in the community. He
regards it as his familial responsibility and fundamental right
to discipline his wife as he sees fit. He tells her often - daily,
even - that she is deceiving him by attracting other men to
herself through her womanly wiles. He uses this as an
excuse to beat her.
Sunera is an attractive young woman, but she wears
traditional dress and does not go out of her way to attract
other men. She has her hands full with the two young
children and trying to please her moody husband.
The last beating landed her in hospital. She got counselling
and treatment in a non-fundamentalist domestic violence
refuge. Here she talked to other women from different
fundamentalist backgrounds experiencing violence in the
home. Sunera started to see that it is not her problem alone
and that it is not her fault.
Sunera is still young. She began to believe she had more
choice in life than returning to a husband who beat her and
might one day have killed her. She was afraid that he would
turn on the children next. She is came to understand that for
her children and for her own life, she could not go back.
To not return meant that she would face total ostracism
from her family. Her own mother thinks that it is a
daughter's duty to stay with the husband, no matter how
painful. Leaving him would shame the family. The
fundamentalist community has no tolerance for single parents,
indeed sees single parenting as next to prostitution.
Sunera is one of the lucky ones. With the help of the
Southall Monitoring Group she got a good flat. Her benefits
are inadequate, but she makes extra income at a local shop,
which also allows her to get out a little. She has friends who
help with childcare.

family are gone too, not just the beatings. The social isolation
is the hardest challenge to meet. Some women give up and
return to a violent situation.' Service providers cannot be
family and friends too. On-going support groups are needed
to help with the social isolation.
Of course, violent assault against women and children
does not happen only in fundamentalist homes, nor is
domestic violence a necessary condition of fundamentalist
cultural practices. But in fundamentalist groups the family is
seen to be of primary value and nothing should break a
woman's bond with her husband and family. She must bear it
no matter how bad it is. Encouraging re-unification in a
dangerous situation can bring women and children closer to
more violence and even death - without addressing the root
of the problem at all. The violence is justified as discipline.
The cycle of abuse continues.
The Southall Group was involved with the Save Our
Schools campaign in 1991, opposing the move for a local
school to opt out. The fear was that opting out would allow
fundamentalist schools to crop up in the area, further
entrenching a division of cultures and putting public
education into the hands of private religions.
mow

When fundamentalist groups want funding for
more services, we should fight against it on the
basis that state funds should not be used for
religious-based groups, rather than cultivating
anti-religious sentiment against a particular
group.

Loveleen's story
Loveleen is an orthodox mother of two adult married
children, neither of them living at home. Her husband
has been philandering for years. He often comes home
drunk and abuses her. She feels that she cannot leave
him: she has to accept this as a woman's lot.
Instead she commiserates with other women about
her problems and does nothing. Finally her husband
comes home in a drunken rage and beats her so badly
she is hospitalised. She then goes to the refuge of her
religious and cultural choice. She spends time with
other women from her own community. All of them
agree it is a terrible problem, but one that she must

endure as her duty.
Despite her husband's drinking, his abuses and her
own fear for her life, she sees no option but to return
to him. She is 57 years old - where else could she go?
She cannot leave the family that gives all meaning to her
life. She cannot bear the thought of being alone and
ostracised, even from her own children. She returns
home.
A month later, in a drunken stupor. her husband
beats her on the head mercilessly. Her daughter find
her hours later in a pool of blood on the kitchen floor.
Loveleen is pronounced dead on arrival at hospital.
The religion of concern at the time was Sikh. The Southall
Group talked to parents and other groups about the dangers
and the divisions it would foster in the Southall community.
Eventually most of the parents in the area came to realise that
opting out was not a good idea.
A few years later, when the Sikh community wanted to
build a mosque directly across the road from the public
school, parents were able to organise against the mosque
location for the right reasons, not because they are anti-Sikh
per se, but because they do not want one group to dominate
the area.
This kind of successful organising among different cultural
groups is very delicate. Organisers do not want to pit one
group against the other, but want people to see for
themselves that one group should not gain domination. When
fundamentalist groups want funding for more services, we

should fight against it on the basis that state funds should not
be used for religious-based groups, rather than cultivating
anti-religious sentiment against a particular group.
At a panel discussion at the Bookfair, a Glasgow woman
raised the issue of white Christian fundamentalism which she
said was spreading rapidly throughout rural Scotland. It is
difficult to organise against tundamentalism rurally.
Organisers are seen clearly as outsiders, having no place in
the fundamentalist community. The communities themselves
are often dispersed, making it difficult to access them on a
shared geographical basis. However the tactics used in
Southall should be of interest to urban groups and can no
doubt be modified to fit rural communities •
Scottish Child June/July 1995
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Are men the sole
perpetrators of domestic
violence - or do women
too, as Rosemary Milne
argues, have an equal
moral responsibility for
breaking the cycle of pain
and hurt?
hen peoplethink about violence in
the family - and especially violence
witnessed or experienced there
by children - I guess they rarely put it in the
terms suggested by Gloria Steinem, one of
America's leading feminist writers and
campaigners, who said that the only lasting
arms control is how we raise our children'.
The gap between the bruises on a child's
arms and legs and the international sale
and use of arms to resolve disputes seems
- and is - very wide indeed. But Gloria is on
to something, following a line of argument
already traced by writers like Alice Miller
before her.
Violence mars the lives of millions of
women. There is a growing recognition of
just how widespread it is, even though many
of us may still despair at the reactionary
attitudes of some judges and magistrates those who still hand out sentences which fit
with some unreconstructed 'Eve' theory they
had spanked into them at an early age.
They are a sizeable but diminishing band.
A woman who walks down the street
today in 1995 is much less likely to be
whistled at, shouted after or otherwise
propositioned by men than she was, say
ten years ago. There is some understanding
by men that what was once described, by
them, as harmless appreciation, is felt by
many women as a kind of violent invasion of
their right to move about with the same
freedom as men take for granted.
Don't let's get too excited by such victories
though, because the fight to be treated with
respect is still far from won in lots of other
arenas. Sexual bullying at work is still
commonplace. The figures for rape, like

W
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other crimes of violence, are rising. And
without even going near the crime
statistics, you've only got to go round to
your local newsagent and study the
proliferation of 'top-shelf' magazines, of
increasing specialisms at that - ditto for
porn videos - to know that there are still
loads of guys out there with the same
old-fashioned attitudes.
It doesn't take a genius either to see
that it's well nigh impossible to get an
accurate picture of how much domestic
violence there really is. (Despite the
occasional sensational case of a woman
taking a knife to her husband, 99 per
cent of all domestic violence between
adults flows in one direction only: from
the male to the female.) There are wide
variations across the country in the
reporting of offences by victims and in
the way in which the police record such
complaints. It is well known that women
who have been abused by their partner
but have met with an unsympathetic
attitude by the police when they report it
are much less likely to bother contacting
the police on a subsequent occasion.
The most reliable source of information
about the prevalence and seriousness
of attacks on women within the home
still comes from Women's Aid. Where
Women's Aid refuges are available, wellpublicised and visible women use them
to capacity and beyond.
Women often leave violent
relationships 'for good' only after
innumerable attempts to give the
abusing male a second - or a third or
fourth - chance. There are lots of reasons
why this happens: financial dependency,
fear that he'll eventually track her down
and make it ten times worse for her,
shame about the abuse itself, the hope
that he will mend his ways... The reasons
can almost be as many and varied as the
women who suffer.
For a long time the police were happy
enough, however, to treat all complaints
of violence by a man to his wife or partner
as pretty well identical. The consensus was
that 'domestics' were usually a waste of
time, because ten to one the woman would
take it all back the next day and you'd be left
with nothing to work on. Ask women who've
been knocked about and they'll probably
tell you that's still the dominant attitude b ut
in
there are some bright spots of progress parts of Scotland there are small police
units which deal specifically with women
and child abuse.
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'The only lasting arms control
is how we raise our children.'
Gloria Steinem
In the meantime, however, women haven't
stopped going back or trying again, because
many of them still feel there is no viable
alternative to the situation they fled from. It

Hands
of the violence of men? Well, it's obvious,
isn't it? Men bash women about and they
bash kids about.
Beatrix Campbell, another great
doyenne of the feminist camp, although
in a rather different mould from Gloria
Steinem, is strong on the idea of
masculine fundamentalism as the great
threat to society. She - and a lot of women
like her - are quite happy to see the
blame laid at the door of men. At a global
level, men buy the weapons and fire
them. Men, not women, go to war and
broadly speaking men, not women, make
the laws and set the wage scales which
maintain most women in a position of
permanent inferiority.
Women's Aid workers will tell you that
because women are usually the primary
carers of small children, a lot of their
refuges take in more dependent children
in a year than women. So children are

will be an exciting day when the workers in
Women's Aid refuges discover that the
median time within which women leave an
abuser permanently is beginning to drop
from its present seven year average, down
to something closer to five or even three
years. But that is still a long way off.
What's the connection between this and
the statement by Steinem mentioned at the
beginning of this article? Is the conclusion
that, like women, children are also the victims

The truth is that people are caught up in a
polarised debate which commentators like
Campbell only reinforce. We don't have to
go along with the current trend of demonising
one sex or the other and we can if we choose,
step back from the tabloidisation of human
relationships.
For example, we can start by saying that
most of the attempts at definitions and
checklists of what we mean by 'male' or
'female' attributes are only useful up to a
point and can actually stop us from debating
the question of the balance of power between
the sexes in a more interesting and fruitful
way.
It has been useful, essential even, to be proactive on behalf of women - to emphasise
their strengths - but we have reached a point
where we need to do more than merely
reiterate that men are aggressive and women
are caring. I'd hazard a guess that everyone
reading this can name half a dozen

directly and indirectly also the victims of

aggressive, angry women and at least as

male violence.
That's it then: men tried and found
guilty on every count. Women at last
declared innocent of the sins of their
forefathers? Goodbye Eve! Hail Mary!
But haven't we been here several times
before? Is that really what Steinem is
getting at? Is Campbell's image of the
raging male wreaking havoc throughout
society and getting away with it the best
we can do?
There are two points we have to
consider if we're not going to keep going
round in circles. Point one is that we do
live in a patriarchal society and lots, maybe
even the majority, of women suffer the
effects of that. The dominant values,
exemplified most clearly in the media
and business world, are those we
normally describe as 'male': goaloriented, aggression, competition, the
promotion of individual self-interest at
the expense of the group etc.
That's the easy bit. Point two is more
difficult. It is a tricky business to start
criticising those who are already
oppressed. If you've tried debating the
shortcomings of state education or the NHS
only to find yourself accused of being a
closet supporter of private schools and
hospitals you'll know what I mean. We all
know the pitfalls of appearing to hand the
opposition their victory on a plate. Women
have been accused of causing most of the
world's ills at one time or another - the
current assault on single mums is just one
more example of the same prejudices.

many kind, caring men.
What tends to happen at present though
is that the angry woman or the gentle man is
classed as a kind of social - even genetic aberration. If we stopped putting people
into stereotypical, gender-bound boxes we
might stop going round and round the same
debate and get somewhere new.
To do that we have to move beyond our
present positions and try to find other ways
of dealing with these questions. It is no
coincidencethat !found Steinem's sentence
in a book entitled Moving Beyond Words.
We have somehow to change the emphasis
of the debate about the sources of this
perpetually renewed cycle of violence in the
home and globally.
If the answer in part is to stop saying 'men
are to blame' and instead to admit that
women are somewhere in there too, you
may say violence is not the word to use. But
given that the hooting catcalls of men in the
street are now acknowledged as a kind of
verbal violence, it's not unreasonable to use
the same word to describe some of the less
overtly aggressive behaviour that goes on in
families and which is acted out there at least
as much by women as by men. Violence
takes many more forms than broken bones
or the marks of the belt.
I am aware that this kind of reasoning is
not likely to endear me to a good proportion
of my sex. For some, particularly women
who have suffered male violence or worked
with sufferers, it may well seem appalling to
suggest that whatever abuse they suffer
themselves, women must also take some
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Violent Hands
responsibility for the escalation of
interpersonal and international violence.
We are on difficult and sensitive terrain
when we try to get to grips with these matters.
But accepting that the main task is still to
alter men's attitudes to women does not
mean we should put off indefinitely looking
at the part women play in maintaining a
social system based on fear, dislike and
anxiety.

him; the slash behind his ear when his
mother went for him with a knife. Then there
are the small circular scars on his arms and
legs: cigarette burns from God knows when
and done by God knows whom. Billy thinks
they must be from very early on because he
has no recollection of them at all.
Billy's undernourished, frail body is a map
of adult violence against a child, as well as
adult violence against an adult. Now, Billy's

Women have to begin to accept their share of responsibility for the quality of
relationships within the home on a more equal footing with men.
In simple terms, none of what goes wrong
between men and women absolves women
of responsibility for the violence they
themselves mete out to children, particularly
to small children of both sexes. We cannot
wait, and children should not have to wait,
until women are no longer abused by men
before we get to grips with some of the more
damaging child-rearing practices which
both sexes perpetuate: hitting, with or without
an implement, denying food, love and
attention, keeping away from friends and
brothers and sisters, humiliating in public
and in private. And others you can recall for
yourselves.
Let's look fora moment at two adults I have
met in the past year. I'll call them Billy and
Jessie.
Billy is a man of 34. He's quite stooped
and walks with a slight limp, the result of an
accident when he was in a car chase with
the police onetime. He's done lots of short
and long sentences in jail and some of the
scars he bears are the result of doings he
got while inside. He can tell you quite
precisely where most of these marks came
from: this one's from a gang fight, that one
he got when he tripped on a wire fence
when he was doing a job with a pal way
back in 1977. He ticks them off but doesn't
account for all of them by any means.
There are some he is less likely to talk
about. The triangular scar on his forehead?
He got that when his mother hit him with a

a man who's used a knife and a gun when
he's been in a tight spot. He's a regular, fully
paid-up villain and for a lot of people he
deserves no sympathy at all.
For a lot of women the grown man, Billy,
is the problem': his wife left him when he
was last inside but he's the first to admit that
prior to that his behaviour towards her was
sometimes pretty abusive. As far as his
childhood scars go though, is he really any
different from the woman who lies about her
black eye and broken arm to the
neighbours? He's as reluctant as she is to
tell strangers that the people he loved didn't
love him enough not to thump and kick and
bully him.
Billy didn't go to war - in the conventional
sense at least. He didn't set himself up as an
international arms dealer. He probably
wouldn't have known how and he certainly
wouldn't have had the money, despite his
string of burglaries and robberies. Unlike
thousands of his fellow Scots he didn't even
sign on in the army.
Billy targeted his anger more precisely
you might say. Not for him the thud of a gun
in an unknown country against an unknown
enemy. He took the fight, his childhood
rage and pain, right out on to the streets of
the town he was born in and he gave them
it back tenfold. Never mind that he also
continued to pay an enormously high price
for his revenge. He'll tell you now himself:
he was quite willing to pay that price. He has

When she did finally go back home - full of
drink herself - she was stunned to find her
mum just started right back in again where
she'd left off when Jessie fled. This time
though Jessie wouldn't fit in the cupboard,
so to speak. She left again and went on a
massive drinking bout which nearly killed
her. She's never been back home since.
Jessie's arms are covered in thin scars.
She's made several nearly successful
attempts to do herself in and she's the first
to admit she's given few good kickings
herself to people she took a dislike to. Her
mum died last year. Her dad's a homeless
soak, the kind of guy you see with a can and
a couple of pals on a bench in the park. She
has no kids so far and she's never been in
jail.
These are two extreme examples of the
abuse of children by mothers and fathers.
Most people would condemn what
happened to Billy and Jessie out of hand
and a lot of people might also say that they
were victims of adults who were themselves
victims of a system which kept them in
relentless poverty all their lives.
Using such extreme examples is a bit like
trying to discuss the general issue of male
violence and aggression towards women
only in terms of the violence experienced by
women who use Women's Aid refuges.
Women who have not lived in fear of a man
will often say - 'I think it's dreadful what
these women suffer but I'm thankful to say
that it bears no relation to my life or to my
experience of men.'
Similarly you'll hear kids and adults say:
'My mum and dad punished me but they
didn't abuse me.'
And therein lie a lot of our difficulties with
these questions. While each of us may be
willing to acknowledge that things weren't
quite as we might have liked them to be
when we were kids, we are very far indeed
from wishing to see ourselves classed
alongside those whose experiences make
us think they really were not loved'. Being
unloved is uncomfortably close to 'being
unlovable' - and that is a truly awful verdict
to pass on oneself or others.
Equally the temptation is to say of an
abusing woman, as of the parents of Billy
and Jessie: she has a rotten life herself. No
wonder she hits her kids'. But that's not
good enough. Fora start it harks back to an
old-fashioned idea of women not being fully

screwdriver. The tiny nick below his left eye

no regrets. Billy has two children from his

in charge of themselves - not quite as adult

was when his dad threw a plate of soup at

marriage. He hasn't seen either of them for
over six years.
Jessie is 26. She goes to Alcoholics
Anonymous every week without fail and has
done so for three years. Before that she was
'in the gutter' - her description, not mine. As
a child she was expected to cook, clean and
look after the other kids. Mum drank. Dad
drank. Her dad left home when she was
about five.
After that the most usual punishment for
Jessie was being shut up by her mother in
a cupboard under the stairs. She could
never be sure what she'd get shut up for,
although it was probably as much to do with
the level of the alcohol in the bottle as with
anything she'd got wrong. But she didn't
know that then.
Jessie ran away when she was 15 and
lived in a London squat for three years.

as men. Women have to begin to accept
their share of responsibility for the quality of
relationships within the home on a more
equal footing with men. If they don't they
are stuck forever with a view of themselves
as victims of male power and I can't think of
anything much more incapacitating and
depressing than that.
No wonder though, that adults always
describe the kind of punishment they deal
out to their children as 'just a little smack
now and again - but I'd never really hurt her'
or 'only what is absolutely necessary to
make him understand he mustn't do it'.
Statements like those help to make it all
right for the adult, regardless of how
confused and angry the child becomes.
That kind of attitude then gets enshrined in
law under a heading like 'reasonable
chastisement' or the inflicting of pain that
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Whatever the imbalances of physical, economic, political
power between the sexes, the message clearly is that in
moral terms women are the equal of men.

him by an angry daddy in another?
Whatever the reasons an adult gives for
committing or sanctioning violence against
children, these reasons are no more than
explanations. They are not and cannot be
justifications - because in most people's
book there is no justification for hurting
someone smaller and weaker than you,
quite apart from the fact that children are
also less developed, a fact which should
surely mean they are entitled to more not
less protection. If we are sure that it is wrong
for a man to hit a woman or lock her in the
house or call her a 'lazy fucking cow' and
worse, it must be just as wrong for either a
grown man or a grown woman to do the
same to a child.
There is no prize for guessing whether
violence in the public sphere does more
damage overall than violence in the home.
We simply cannot estimate that because despite the work of Alice Miller in attempting
to document such causal links - we have no
means of assessing the degree to which
torturing and killing whole nations and races
is carried out or authorised by individuals
because of their own gruesome childhood
experiences.
It seems reasonable to suppose such a
connection but it is not provable in the strict
sense of that word.
As moral beings however, we cannot
simply apply a 'cost-benefit' analysis to the
question. Regardless of whether Hitler did
what he did because he was himself abused
as a child, there is no 'excuse' for his crimes
against humanity. In other words, there is
an overriding duty for anyone in a position
of power relative to anyone else 'to do as
you would be done by'. In the same way

only lasts 'a very short time'. We might as
well face it, this is just a reworking of the old
'it hurts me as much as it hurts you or 'I'm
doing this for your own good' which not so
long ago accompanied the pulling down of
the trousers or the raising of the skirt
preparatory to a ritual beating - administered
probably by 'father', but sanctioned perhaps
by 'mother'?
In the effort to make sense of what
happened when they were kids, many adults
spend a good deal of their adult lives
pretending that the childhood they had was
OK on the whole. Even adults who are known
from hospital and social work records to
have been seriously battered as children,
will assert that 'they deserved' the
punishments they got or that the
punishment 'never did them any harm'.
To an extent they may be right because it
is quite extraordinary what some children
can put up with, survive and even come out
strengthened from. But leave aside for the
moment the moral issue of whether a big
strong man or woman should have the right
to hit a small defenceless child (no matter
how irritating or naughty that child), it hardly
seems a sensible child-rearing policy, to
leave so much to chance. For all the adults
who do manage to come to terms with the
abuse in their childhood, there are
thousands more like Billy and Jessie, who
in one way or another, only discharge that

pain by making someone else suffer.
Men have greater access to public power
than women so their aggression may well
make itself felt in the boardroom or in
government - or on the battlefield. Women
don't just bottle it up though: if the home is
the domain of their power, they are likely to
vent it there, against children and aged
dependents, as well as against themselves.
What about the woman who says: 'Wait
'til your father gets home'? Or, as a young
mum was heard to say to her son on a train
journey last week: 'You'd better behave
because your dad gave me permission to
smack you.' Do we stick with saying that
such statements just reflect reality, reality
being that the 'real' power lies with the
man?
Once again that kind of explanation puts
women on a par with children here- in thrall
to a kind of bullying masculinity. What is the
woman's own responsibility vis-a-vis her
child? Is it a question of her or the child - if
she doesn't hit she'll be hit? Does she turn
a blind eye because shethinks that if hitting
is 'not nice' at least it's effective? Is she even
secretly quite glad to see a child who
plagues the life out of her often enough, get
his comeuppance? What's the difference
between the woman who colludes with
sexual abuse of little Annie in one family and
the women who is content to let little
Johnny's bad behaviour be thrashed out of

there is a responsibility on everyone,
regardless of whether they do physically
care for children, to be active and vocal in
their defence and their right to protection
from punishment.
If women take the debate about child
punishment on in those terms and not as an
extension of their own battles with men and
their own fight to emerge from their relative
powerlessness there is a chance that they
will begin to feel their strength in important
new ways. Whatever the imbalances of
physical, economic, political power between
the sexes, the message clearly is that in
moral terms women are the equal of men.
Not superior but equal.
Starting with the needs of children instead
of the needs of adults will possibly help us
to take the debate about male-female power
relations off in new directions. It does not of
course mean that if women address the
issue of their own responsibility to find better
ways of managing wayward or troublesome
behaviour in children we can look forward
to a future free of aggression and war. We
did say that the connection between the
sale of arms and the bruises on a child's
legs is a tenuous one at best. But it is a good
starting point precisely because we cease
focusing exclusively on our own grievances
and start to consider the welfare of those
even more vulnerable than ourselves •

Rosemary Milne is a former editor of Scottish
Child and a freelance consultant and trainer
on child care and related issues.
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Margaret Hubbard

Now we maun totter down, John
And hand in hand we'll go,
And sleep together at the foot,
John Anderson, my Jo.
n the lines above, Burns displayed
feelings which seem to be almost
I
absent in Hollywood, which shows
no interest in the celebration of age and
love. Kevin Costner sums up a national
ideology when, in the film Field of
Dreams, he says: 'I'm 36 years old, I
have a wife, a child and a mortgage and I'm scared to death I'm turning into
my father... I never forgave him for
getting old. He must have had dreams,
but he never did anything about them.
He never did one spontaneous thing in
all the years I knew him. And I'm afraid
of that happening to me'. Though
Hollywood kneels at the altar of Youth
and Beauty, it is youth and beauty in its
nubile years. Hollywood does not
celebrate children in the same way that
it does young couples.
Children produce a knee-jerk
emotional reaction. We are all familiar
with how they have been used in
documentaries about Third World
poverty and adverts for related charities.
In 19th century pictures of slum life they
play the same role. They evoke our
sympathy.

For some time a child was the focal
point of an advert for the Bank of
Scotland. That too is intended to draw
us, this time by touching on our concern
for the future of our own children. Again
the appeal is to the emotions.
The cuteness of the little girl in a
recent American Express advert pulls
us into images of idealised family life. In
Italy this advert had an almost exact
equivalent in an advert for Barilla pasta.
Here the little girl had plaits and her
front baby teeth missing. Her appeal
allowed her to be used as the emotional
centrepiece of the advert. She is cute and that is what little girls are supposed
to be.
But what all these representations of
children do is to ignore the reality of the
22

inner life of children. They are simply
presented as they look, as idealised
little human beings, with the result that
they become as they are seen - seen
but not heard.
Many other 'media reinforce this
idealised picture of childhood from a
very early age. Birthday cards, for
example, make little girls cute and little

so we were unable to make sense of
their actions through pre-written societyconstructed agendas.
But children themselves can be very
cruel, and may enjoy violence
vicariously. Many traditional fairy tales
are quite sadistic in the violence they
contain. Dennis the Menace is hugely
popular with children, but would be any

boys active. Think how that is reinforced

teacher's nightmare. Roald Dahl's

by adverts and by films - and then
consider how much of a child's life this
ignores.
Even pictures which are not meant to
show a happy image are read into our
consciousness in a particular way. For
example a photograph of a family living
on a kerb in Bombay or Calcutta tends
to be read in terms of poverty and
despair. We may not see beyond this to
the laughing and chatting, the hopes
and dreams. In effect we diminish the
dignity of the people depicted by reading
the picture in terms of a pre-written
agenda which has been constructed for
us.
This can sometimes backfire - as it
did with the killers of Jamie Bulger.
These boys looked liked nice kids and

Matilda takes this a stage further. Here
the eponymous Matilda learns to move
objects around with her eyes. This
allows her, among other things, to wreak
revenge on her malicious parents. It is
hugely popular precisely because it
gives children power over adults,
something normally denied.
Another example of this is in Lord of
the Flies where, at the beginning, the
boys are overjoyed at finding themselves
on an island where there are no grownups.
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Piggy: Aren't there any grown ups at
all?'
Ralph: 'I don't think so.'
The fair boy said this solemnly, but then

the delight of realised ambition overcame
him.
In Notes on an Unhurried Journey,
ProfessorT Ripaldi wrote: 'When we adults
think of children, there is a simple truth
which we ignore: childhood is not a
preparation for life. A child isn't getting
ready to live, a child is living'. But is any of
this given space in film, one of the most
powerful media available today? Is the
'Shirley Temple' figure still the dominant
icon - or is the inner life experience of
children being given the attention it
deserves?
One of the problems is that children's
films are made by adults, and
consequently are made to the agendas
of adults - rose-tinted nostalgia, painful
memories or blankness. How do adults
re-work this on film?
Steven Spielberg is regarded as the
children's film maker par excellence,
although he himself has said: 'I have
always played to the adult audience who
were able to remember their
childhood...but when I began playing to
the kids directly, I found that I stumbled
on my own shoelaces. Then I realised,
when you're making movies, you can't
do things consciously'.

Spielberg's movies, then, represent his
own unconscious childhood being
worked out. In his outer-space films 'ET' and 'Close Encounters ofthe Third
Kind' - there are number of themes at
work. First, all of the children look like
cute stereotypes of childhood, so we
have an expectation of a cute, pretty
story. This expectation isthen disrupted.
The films are set in middle class
America, but not in the perfect family
norm. In 'ET', for example, the father
has left (as did Spielberg's own father)
thereby re-positioning Elliot's older
brother, Michael, as 'head ofthe family'.
In 'Close Encounters', the father,
played by Richard Dreyfuss, leaves
amidst excruciatingly painful and
emotional scenes watched by the
children. In one particular sequence, a
terrible row breaks out between the
parents which Spielberg shot from the
child's point of view. We see what the
children see intercut with shots of their
own reactions. The last shot in the
sequence is of a terrified child closing
the door to shut out the row.
Spielberg does not duck a child's
pain in this scene: the confusion and
fear are explicit. Nor does either film

end with happy family togetherness.
For Spielberg that is not how it is, and
he legitimises a child's confusion about
separation in these films.
He also celebrates the vision of a
child. The adults in both movies particularly in 'ET' - see the little space
creatures as threatening. Not so the
children, and much of 'ET' celebrates
the children outwitting the adults in
their protection of the alien, most
memorably the scene in which the
bicycles they are riding, being more
manoeuvrable, outstrip the cars in the
car chase near the end of the film.
Through the Richard Dreyfuss
character in 'Close Encounters of the
Third Kind' Spielberg also allows space
for grown-up dreams. Dreyfuss, like
the children in 'ET', can see beyond
society's norms, and can make dreams
come true. He, like them, realises his
own inner truth and does not allow it to
be held behind the prison bars of
society's codes, rules and lies.
Friendship with the 'aliens' - human
this time - is a theme running through
another Spielberg film, 'Empire of the
Sun'. In this the boy Jim is able to see
beyond the construction of war to his
friendship with the Japanese boy, and
is shocked at the child's murder as 'an
act of war'. This film also brings to life
the wonder of being a child. Jim is
fascinated bythesky and by the 'magic'
or aeroplanes. We often hear men who
are fascinated by machines or the
heavens described as 'big boys with
their toys'. Instead of being
condemnatory, perhaps more
validation of the joy in this childlike
wonder in all of us would lead to a less
destructive world.
In The Last Crusade', Spielberg
handles the father-son relationship
differently again. Here the son (Harrison
Ford) is already a grown-up with his
own fascination, archaeology, and the
father (Sean Connery) has a fascination
with the Holy Grail.
In an interesting interchange the
young IndianaJones attacks his father
for his obsession with the Grail which
he alleges led indirectly to the death of
his mother. Jones Senior attacks his
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son for his allegation and says that in
fact the mother understood the
obsession. This pierces right to the
core of the issue: has an adult a right to
pursue his or her childish dreams or
mustthe adult put away childish things?
The issue remains unresolved even at
the end of the narrative, when father
and son fall out over father insisting on
calling his son 'Junior'. Paternal power
is re-erected and the son is furious.
The Antipodes has also thrown up a
couple of interesting films about
childhood. 'Celia' (Australia, 1988,
directed by Ann Turner) presents us
with agroup of Shirley Temple lookalikes
who are nevertheless quite vicious.
Stephanie, the pretty daughter of the
local policeman, is instrumental in a
stone-throwing battle breaking out while Celia murders Stephanie's father,
calculatedly avoids arrest and then sets
up a pseudo-hanging. Underneath all
this we observe the very real pain which
Celia suffers over the deaths of her
Gran and then her rabbit. Again the film
looks behind the eyes of childhood.
'Heavenly Creatures' (New Zealand,
1994, directed by Peter Jackson) deals
with the true story of two girls in New

Zealand in the 1950s who, faced with
the prospect of separation, plan and
then carry out the killing of the mother of
one of the girls.
The less pretty aspects of childhood
are also dealt with in three British films
- 'The Cement Garden', The Boys from
the Blackstuff and 'Shadow on Earth'.
In the first of these a brother and sister
assume responsibility for younger
siblings after the death of their parents.
Thinking that they might be split up by
the Social Services, they conceal the
death of their mother by hiding the
body. The surrogate mother and father
then act out their parental roles to the
point of incest.
In 'The Boys from the Blackstuff', an
early 80s television series, Yosser's
three children are so damaged as to be
numbed. However they are not beaten
and it is the (pretty) young girl who head
butts a social worker in anger at being
taken away from her father. A child
across the street is the only person
defending Yosser's family. He does so
by taking pot shots with an air rifle at the
police, who are momentarily
nonplussed.
'Shadow on the Earth', set in West
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writer's experience as a mother.
Don't worry too much either if you feel you are not a 'good enough'
writer - the submissions will all be professionally edited. So, get that pen
and paper out or start hitting the keyboard - I hope to hear from you!

Dear Scottish Child,
I was interested to read the article by Bert McCann
entitled 'Puggie Cairds on the Sitooterie' (Scottish Child, February!
March 1995). Most of what he says in his article is true as far as it goes,
although the idiomatic use of 'chum' as a verb meaning 'to accompany'
is certainly not confined to Edinburgh.
It was also rather odd to read an extensive article on the Scots language
which makes no mention of the Scots Language Society, founded in
1972, or to the magazine 'Lallans' which is the only magazine published
in Scots which has appeared regularly since 1972.
An anthology of work from 'Lallans' to mark twenty-one years of

publication is due out later this year, from the Mercat Press. Anyone
wanting more information on this and other questions can contact me at
the address below.
David Purves, 8 Strathalmond Road
Edinburgh EH4 6AD

Lothian in the 1950s, again deals with
the recurring fascination with space,
focusing on the cosmonauts of the
time. It also handles sectarian violence
through children. As the Protestant
school bus passes the Catholic school,
expletives erupt. Children of neither
religion are angels.
Shirley Temple and Dorothy from
Kansas are probably the two children
most likely to spring to mind when we
think of children and film. They were the
dominant icons for decades - but it
would bewrong to thinkthat this remains
the case to the exclusion of other points
of view. As we learn more about how
children feel and see themselves in
their own worlds - and as children and
childhood gain increasing respect these changes are being reflected in
film.
Movies always carry the agendas of
their makers - adults. The only real
validation of children in film would be to
allow the exclusive control over text
and camera, but this, I suspect, is too
frightening asuggestion for rnost adults,
who may well need to create children in
their own image •

Traci Dyer
5721 SW 27th Street, Miami,
Florida 33155, U.S.A.Telephone (305) 667 8901.

Dear Scottish Child,
I'd like to correct a small error which slipped into
my piece on children in Belfast (Scottish Child, April/May issue).
Gino's Cafe should have read Giro's Cafe. While we're talking about it,
can I also say that they welcome visitors from Scotland. You can get
information on opening times, meetings and events by phoning Belfast
244640.
Bert McCann
Dear Scottish Child,

Dear Scottish Child,
I am writing to ask any mothers among your
readers to join grandmothers, mothers and stepmothers from the United
States, Canada and Australia who are teaming up to write a book of
individual essays and poems. Our working title is In Our Own Words Thoughts and friendly advice from mothers to mothers'
If you are a mum, a step mum or a gran and you are interested to
participate you must submit your previously unpublished essay or poem
to me at the address below by September 10 1995.
We are deliberately not setting restrictions on length - our only
criterion for consideration is that the work must relate in some way to the
24
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Are you speeding up or slowing down?
I was a bit puzzled by the idea that traffic problems for children playing
city-centre can be improved by 'cutting down on the numbers of cars in
the community and increasing the speed at which they travel' (Scottish
Child April/May issue).
Perhaps though, this is not just an editorial howler, which is what! first
thought On reflection maybe this is the answer to the whole problem: just
a very few cats travelling very fast - leaving the rest of us standing!
Brenda Hogarth
Dumfries and Galloway.

Dealing With
Healing
With residential care still 'at a crossroads' after
20 years, David Deans looks back on the
successes and failures in his work at

Therapeutic
Education
at
Raddery

Raddery School since its foundation in 1979.
or nearly 20 years observers and practitioners have been
saying that residential care is at a crossroads. Giving the
David Wills Lecture in 1980, Simon Rodway, currently
Vice Chair of the Caldecott Community Trustees and Chair of
the Charterhouse Group of Therapeutic Communities,
predicted that, unless recognition and resources in proper
measure were given to such programmes the future looked
bleak. David Wills himself had spoken of regular pendulum
swings but said that on each backward swing the pendulum
seemed not to go quite so far.
Dwindling resources and wavering commitment from some
policy makers who base their ideology on even more flimsy
understanding of the real needs of children and how these can
best be addressed - particularly by therapeutic residential
intervention - means that we are now in another period of
backward swing for residential work. Mercifully the swing is
being tempered by the appearance of the book Growing up in
Groups (1994), edited by Barbara Kahan OBE, Vice President
of the Children's Bureau, which develops, from a children's
perspective, the work undertaken mainly for older people's
needs in A Positive Choice, the national review conducted in
1988 by Lady Wagner OBE.
Mrs Kahan says that 'the core issues of residential care and
the good practices needed to address them are centred
around the detailed care of individuals, contemporary hazards
of growing up (smoking, drugs, solvents, sexually transmitted
diseases, personal relationships and sexuality), arrival, settling
in and leaving as essential stages in any placement'.
Mrs Kahan is also immensely enthusiastic in her introduction
to Melvyn Rose's book The Trouble With Teenagers. This
short work identifies the essence of a residential therapeutic
environment as experienced by Rose in his lengthy period as
Founder Director of Peper Harow Therapeutic Community and
about which he has written more extensively in Healing Hurt
Minds. It is a much needed response which he was invited to
make to counter current political and media favouring of
harsher methods of dealing with troublesome teenagers. For
despite the lessons learned about treatment when Willie
Whitelaw was last Home Secretary, society seems hell bent on
returning to strong-arm tactics.
When Raddery Started in 1979, we were enthusiastic to take
the best of past good practice in residential programmes and
explore new ways of working. It could just be that we were
more sure about the kind of practice we wanted to avoid than
having a crystal clear vision, beyond a certain point, of what
we should do and what, within our competence, we could do.
The concept of healing and growth for emotionally damaged

F

children is still far more relevant that that of containment and
training and if in the north of Scotland in 1979 we were to use
phrases like 'holistic workforce', wholefood based diets',
'therapeutic environment' and 'symbolic potential' we knew
the risks we were running.
After all, in the country as a whole there were too many
establishments offering mediocre service, gritting their teeth
daily to face the task of managing the unmanageable and
loving the unlovable. The concept of love in this work was
not, and still is not, accommodated comfortably.
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...currently we are in the middle of our fourteenth lambing and kidding season and
experiencing, if we needed to, an annual reminder of the symbolism and rhythmic
significance of the connection between child and creature.
Anthony Rodway, Founder Headmaster of
Tylehurst School in Sussex, writes in the
Introduction to Residential Experience:
'Sadly it is the behaviour of a disturbed child
which a society cares about most. It also
needs to be remembered that behind
behaviour are the basic feelings inside the
child. Children may feel violent and unsure of
themselves; they may experience anxiety,
panic and deep depression and they may
often feel unwanted by their parents and
families. These factors all need to be
considered when it is being decided whether
an individual child needs residential care. It
needs to be remembered that behaviour in
itself may not manifest the depth of emotional
distress.'
It is a response to these factors that
schools who do work with children need to
develop. Many already endorse such
approaches: Balbernie in Cotswold, Barron in
Hawkspur Camp, Dockar-Drysdale in
Mulberry Bush, John Cross in New Barns to
name but a few. These people, and others
like them, can give the benefit of years of
hands-on work and reflection which ought to
be etched on the reasoning of every
psychologist, social worker, psychiatrist,
practitioner and decision maker for young people in trouble in
the land.
It was into an atmosphere of exciting but hard-won
psychotherapeutic achievement elsewhere - but which was not
practised extensively in residential special schools - that
Raddery was launched. A strong component of our programme
was to be - as it still is - as real a link with families as we could
be. We saw this as an essential precursor to any undertaking to
work effectively with a child.
With support - competition even - from three regions to have
it sited in their territory, the new independent charitable-status
school eventually settled for a site two miles north of Fortrose
on the Black Isle. Whilst striving to establish good primary care
and provision which acknowledged the psychological
significance of just about everything adults and children did, we
also wanted to ensure a quality of life for all which could appear
at least not to be devised clinically.

Thus the outdoor education and animal husbandry
components in particular started in very low-key fashion and
were seen as providing light relief from the real business. At
Raddery currently we are in the middle of our fourteenth
lambing and kidding season and experiencing, if we needed to,
an annual reminder of the symbolism and rhythmic significance
of the connection between child and creature.
Interest and commitment, fantasy and hard slog are
demonstrated throughout the seasons as up to eight young
animal keepers at any one time are elected to contribute an
hour of their day - more in the breeding season and at
weekends - to the tending of ducks, sheep, geese, hens arid
goats. Because it is a public act, and therefore witnessed by
everyone else in the community, the effect is more widespread
and everyone benefits from the ambience of the animals being
there.
There are times when it all does not go to plan. Children
renege on the undertakings they have given with regard to the
care of the creatures, rows break out and demarcation disputes
occur. Far from light relief, such incidents bring adult skills from

more conventional situations of an adversarial setting into play
to find solutions and enable insight gained by the participants
to play its part in the next occasion in which the children are
Similarly taxed.
In the animal context, birth and death, injury and sickness,
vulnerability and threat all present themselves to be reckoned
with and for connections to be made. These features, and the
animals themselves, can be talked about in meetings where the
sense of common ownership by the whole community is
evident. In short, they are part of our way of life and contribute
significantly to the healing process.
In outdoor education activities the starting point was play.
Burns, rock pools, woods, mini waterfalls and huts led to
'survival camps', first in the grounds and then at Eathie Beach
and later for five days at Glenelg. We have Canadian canoed
the Spey from Loch Insch to Spey Bay and climbed the three
highest peaks in the UK. But these are only the showpieces:
skiing downhill and langlauf, loch canoeing, mountain biking
and touring, gorge running and wilderness camping are far
more common to most young people at Raddery.
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Elements of a therapeutic approach
In his contribution to Residential Experience, John Cross lays
out the elements which to a greater or lesser degree would be
found in any school or unit where a therapeutic approach is part
of 'Planned Environment Therapy'. These are:
• Shared responsibility between workers and clients in a climate of
living which frees to sharers 'to be themselves' and creates one
unitary community rather than two separate ones.
• The application of psychodynamic techniques to a residential
setting with special emphasis on the appropriate use of transference
and counter-transference.
• While allowing for the fact that not all team members would claim
to be environmental therapists, they all should subscribe to the
community's therapeutic task and at some level forward its
therapeutic endeavour.
• Recognition of the fact that disturbed and disruptive behaviours
exhibited by children properly placed in residential care are a
symptom of deprivation, trauma and disturbance in early emotional
experience.
• Acceptance of the fundamental need for proper and adequate
experience of dependency before embarking on the path of
independence and independent living.
• Awareness in the community and among individual workers of the
need to provide boundaries and structure appropriate to each
child, within the security of which the child can develop relationships
and ego function and strength.

• Acceptance of the fact that retributory punishment is not an
effective or appropriate way of controlling children's behaviour although they may assent to sanctions agreed by the community.
• Belief in the value of restitution and reparation and the provision
of opportunities for these to take place.
• Awareness of the significance and potential value of the unique
ritual, language and symbolism created by any long-standing
community and the importance of identifying and, in a positive
fashion, developing and using these phenomena.
• Sensitivity in the community environment to a child's needs which should in fact be determined by these needs.The community
regime should be flexible, offering ample scope for the therapeutic
use of a variety of artistic and creative activities.
• Provision of adequate and appropriate opportunities for the
children's educational advance together with provision for creative
experience, reflecting the emphasis put on the strengthening and
building upon the sound or healthy aspects of a child's personality.
• Absence of a permanent and institutionalised hierarchical 'staff'
structure. There should be some clearly defined apparatus for
shared responsibility, bringing about change by a process of
consensus and allowing for an appropriate degree of selfdetermination byall members of the community, both workers and
children.
In an attempt to achieve some sort of consensus in order that a
generation or more of desperately needy children shall not be lost
Cross goes on to say:

I Recognition by members of the team of the unconscious motivations
of behaviour. They should not react to surface behaviour only and

they should be aware of the phenomena of transference and
counter transference as features of their relationships with children.

'Residential work with children forcibly confronts us with the

II Recognition of the primacy of relationship formation, or giving
children unconditional affection, and not behaving in ways which
make this more difficult.

awareness of how complex human growth and development is, both
in terms of individuals and in terms of growth. this brings us to an
understanding that one body of ideas does not have to be wrong in
order for another to be right; the elements and, therefore (in this
context), the potential in human beings, is far more varied and
complex than we can possibly imagine.'

If some individual practices ceased to be used,
the atmosphere which allowed them to flourish,
albeit briefly in some cases, continues in the
ambience created by the adults.

To see these activities in terms of recreational light relief is, in
reality, misleading and in the integrated plan for each child and
for the group they are as strictly devised and defined as any
other component.
Integration of experience does not come easily. Primary
education and social needs are addressed in terms of body,
mind and spirit. If education is to be an essential therapeutic
tool for traumatised children, the nature of these traumas and
the needs which arise from them need to be appreciated fully
by those who recommend by their inspections future
developments in our residential special schools and
communities.
In a recent letter to the Times Educational Supplement
(14th April, 1995), Ludwig Lowenstein, himself a psychologist
and residential school principal, expresses the fears of many
residential establishments south of the border which have
experienced OFSTED inspections. Whilst there has always
been a small core of inspectors whose understanding of and
support for the therapeutic task is real and usefully furthers the
understanding of special needs at different levels, this
competence will have to become more prevalent. Currently the
OFSTED grasp of the therapeutic residential task is causing
dismay.
In Scotland we depend on wisdom and knowledge passing
from one specialist HMI group to their successors and then
being disseminated amongst other inspection team members.
My own experience of HMI inspections at Raddery (Scottish
Office Education Department Report - Raddery School,
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November 1986 and March 1994) suggests a very keen
willingness on the part of inspectors to grasp the essential
difference between the education of a maladjusted child and a
child in more normal circumstances. They appreciate that there
is a residential opportunity but in 1994 offered no real
discussion on the psychological underpinning of the
therapeutic approach.
In the latest inspection, by strong contrast with their advice in
1986, they recommended the imposing of a hierarchical staffing
organisation of line management specifically - and rightly outlawed by Cross and Wills as a retrograde step and an
inappropriate role model for children whose manipulation of
adults is one of their only means of survival. Such a structure
can only reinforce and encourage that manipulation.
The aim of HMI was to recommend adequate staff direction,
support and accountability. What they might have said was that
if at Raddery we chose to adopt a 'flattened pyramid' staff
organisation model and it was found wanting in respect of two
or three staff out of a workforce of 35, rather than abandoning it
we should overhaul and reinforce it to a point of greater
effectiveness. At all costs preserve the non-hierarchical model
which children need to emulate.
Adult significance to children is determined more by overall
chemistry and availability and might benefit by not being
subverted by imposing an unhelpful hierarchical and
demarcational culture. Thus while teachers teach, they are also
significant at non-classroom times, allying themselves with the
groupworker task. Groupworkers and team leaders who
between them have case responsibility also 'teach'. Cooks and
houseworkers are appointed not only on the strength of their

our interest had to be determined by what was relatively
acceptable within our setting and culture. Attitudes at large
varied from hostility to bemusement to enthusiastic support.
There was no yardstick of acceptability by which we could
work.
However in looking to homeopathic treatment we were
attempting to break the cycle of over-zealous treatment by
antibiotics which had become the established pattern for a
number of girls and which might eventually impair their
immune systems. The Bach remedies offered a much
acclaimed way of addressing dysfunctioning emotional
states. With both approaches, though, clinical trials had been
unable to confirm their effectiveness and so to introduce
them with confidence to our programme was difficult.
Both the Glasgow Homeopathic Hospital and Camphill
Rudolf Steiner were encouraging but without an enthusiastic
practitioner as our own Medical Officer we could do no more
than dabble and then let the issue drop.
Guided meditation and visualisation based on the work of
the Italian psychologist Roberto Assagioli and developed by
Diana Whitmore in Britain has had a more lasting influence
with us in group work, psychosynthesis-based relaxation
sessions and whole group meetings. Most therapeutic
strategies require us to articulate competently and silence
can present an unnerving threat. Much of the value of these
sessions lies perhaps in the fact that they present an
opportunity for children and adults to process and
experience non-verbally.
Children would often acknowledge a feeling of enablement
after a session and undisguised joy on Friday nights which
were 'feet night'. In front of the Common Room log-fire, foot
massage (after Robert St John's Metamorphic Technique)
was simple and allowed legitimate touch and service as
children and adults massaged each other's feet to produce a
feeling of calm and well-being. The practice manual and the
claimed benefits, however, were not altogether easy to
accept and, like many of our attempts to secure such
practice in the overall programme, it faded and is no longer
in use. A new wave of courage when the time is right may
see a reassessment of these therapies.
If some individual practices ceased to be used, the
atmosphere which allowed them to flourish, albeit briefly in
some cases, continues in the ambience created by the
adults. Whilst the adults represent diverse talents and
personalities, there is an inescapable extra dimension to their
offerings to each other and to children.
Over 16 years this has rarely faltered and perhaps
accounts for a cohesion which however sorely tested - as it is
from time to time - holds fast. The result is an overall 24-hour
programme skilfully crafted and delivered in digestible childsize portions and which is, alongside other innovative and
well-designed residential intervention programmes

cooking and domestic skills but also on their potential for

elsewhere, arguably the only adequate response to some

contributing to primary care needs, to the overall milieu and to
the developing of a therapeutic relationship with one child. All
workers therefore have to be trained.
At the first Raddery Conference held in Inverness in 1988,
Lorraine Fox, then Director of a residential programme in
California designed to address the difficulties of abused
teenage girls, told the delegates of the sophisticated lead-up to
the opening of her Centre. Eventually everything was in place,
the physical provision had been devised carefully and the staff
had undergone extensive preparatory training. In the first three
days of operating, Lorraine discovered a girl had made a
disclosure - not to one of those who were ready and waiting but
to the cook. 'I forgot to train the cook!' she confessed.
The therapeutic potential of all workers can be assessed and
harnessed as long as they are appointed with that expanded
role in mind and included in both training programmes and in
the process of responsibility and decision making.
In exploring new ways of working, we were attracted by some
alternative approaches which were gaining or regaining a
hearing in the late 1970s and early 1980s. The parameters of

children's level of dysfunctioning. Under the Education Act it
is these children's entitlement. More significantly, it may be
their only hope.
Can bodies such as the new Centre for Residential Child
Care based at Strathclyde University, the Scottish
Independent Special Schools Group, the Association of
Heads of Scottish Residential Special Schools and others,
with the encouragement they have already had from the
Scottish Office, identify and develop impressively sound
examples of residential therapeutic intervention? And thus
armed can they, in the short time left before the new
Councils set their policies and budgets, ensure that our type
of intervention will be the first choice, not the last, and will be
of service to a very considerable number of damaged
children in years to come? That is the question
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David Dean OBE, Founder and Principal at Raddery for
the last 16 years, retires from the school and therapeutic
community this summer to become, amongst other things, a
consultant in residential work and writer.

When ILJ got
nothing, U got
nothing
to lose
By Terry Jamieson

'People sell drugs because
they've got nothing to lose,' says
journalist and now first-time novelist Steve
Lopez. 'It's not as if they're gonna lose the
good job, the chance for a college
education or a nice holiday. If you live in a
house that's falling apart, you hear
gunshots every night, your mother's
smoking crack and your father's in prison,
well, why not sell drugs?'
Why not indeed? It's a question the
Philadelphia-based writer strives to answer
in his debut novel Third and Indiana. It
may provide chilly comfort for the citizens
of Glasgow and Edinburgh, but compared
to the drugs problems plaguing American
cities Scotland has it easy. Lopez's novel
portrays a Philadelphia where drugs are
so pervasive in some parts of the city that
they are beyond saving.
Third and Indiana tells the story of
runaway Gabriel Santoro, a 14-year-old
boy who sells crack on the street corner
which gives its name to the novel, in the
forlorn hope that the money he makes can
help him and his mother escape the
badlands of North Philadelphia. As his
mother spends her nights cycling the street
searching for him, Gabriel realises
increasingly that he is trapped in the world
of drug-dealing. It's a story that comes
directly from Lopez's experiences as a
journalist in the city.
'I got a call from a friend who is an art
teacher in Philadelphia, and she said,
"Look at your own newspaper today.
There's a very short story about a student
of mine who was involved in an incident".
So I looked at the story and it was about a
14-year-old boy who had been shot and
killed on a drug corner. !thought if this has
become a two paragraph story in America,
there's something wrong with the
newspaper, or with the city, or with society.
'I called around to find out where the
body was and I went to the funeral home
and the family was there. The funeral
director told the mother that she had to go
to the medical examiner's office to identify

her son's body. I volunteered to drive
her and on the way over she said, "You
know, I tried my best, I really tried my
best to keep him free of this, but it's all
around us. It's just all around us. And no
matter how much I begged, how much I
pleaded with him to stay in school, to try
to keep straight, stay away from certain
influences, the influences on the street
were just too powerful. And my husband
disappeared a long time ago and it's just
me against all of these forces. In the end
I lost out."
'And to have this woman tell me this
on the way to identify her son's body was
just such a compelling image for me and
I thought, "I've got to be able to wrap a
story around this":
It's a story Lopez tells eloquently. Third
and Indiana is a stunning debut. It
manages to blend horror, humour,
lyricism and a hard-won humanity far
better than we have any right to expect
from a first novel. Lopez combines his
journalistic dispatches from the front line
with a born novelist's eye for imagery
and symbolism. The result is powerful
and moving.
Lopez was raised in a small industrial
town near Oakland, California. He read
nothing but the sports pages unpromising novelist material indeed.
When he realised he was never going to
make it as an athlete he opted for life as
a sportswriter. He studied journalism at
college and took a sport's reporter's job
on a small local paper.
He progressed to news reporter on
the Oakland Tribune, though not without
some reluctance. 'I knew nothing about
the news and I didn't even know if I
wanted to be a news reporter.' He filled
the role with panache, however, and by
the time he was 30 had moved across
country to take a job as a columnist on
The Philadelphia Inquirer. This move
coincided with his attempts to catch up
with all the reading he should have been
doing at high school. This juxtaposition,

Lopez believes, was what turned him on to
the idea of writing a novel.
'That was the beginning of it. Discovering
the power of words at the same time as
encountering these areas of urban
wasteland in Philadelphia, unlike anything I
had encountered in California.
In Philadelphia, Lopez points out, a third
of the population lives in poverty. In the high
school in the neighbourhood where the book
is set, 80 per cent of pupils have dropped
out by fourth year. The area has 50 per cent
unemployment. 'The truth is that the majority
of the people stuck in that situation can't
make it, can't get ahead.'
'I was struck by the irony of the situation.
All of the action takes place within three
miles of the Liberty Bell and 20 minutes from
the most affluent areas in America.'
If his novel manages to wring a measure
of poetry out of the harshness of the setting,
there's also a journalistic vigour to his prose,
a talent evident in the fierce eloquence with
which he dissects American responses to
the drugs problem.
'America is wonderful for thinking there
are simple solutions to complex problems.
Politicians will suggest that we can turn
things around by simply hiring more police
and building more prisons. The thing is,
until you deal with the demand for drugs
rather than the supply, until you address
prevention rather than just dealing with the
symptoms you get nowhere in society. Until
you deal with what's at the bottom of all this,
which is the economy, there's no way to
make an impact.
'People don't want to hear that there are
neighbourhoods where children sell drugs
in the shadow of shut-down factories. That's
an image that should say a hell of a lot, but
they don't want to hear it. Those jobs are
gone and we haven't dealt with the reality of
that.'
All of which has uncomfortable
resonances for Scotland. It's a chilling
thought that Third and Indiana, published
by Viking at £10.99, may be a vision of our
own future 0
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Metallic biscuits
In my life I have eaten biscuits and if I have eaten biscuits,
They were metallic biscuits.
Today was the last day on which I ate metallic biscuits,
Eating them has ruined my teeth.
0 heere ye ! Yes, you out there,
Lay down your metallic biscuits before it is too late,
But, I stull have a dreme,
I dreme that one day I shall heere the birdies sing:
BONG ! BONG ! BONG!

My children
My Kevin has now grown up :
the last time I measured him he was wearing woollen socks,
and he was over seven feet tall.
Violette came to me and said Mummy, I want to be a Guinea Pig.
Well, I said ; why can't you be a Greedy Pig,
like your brother Pete ?
Today I discovered something odd about my three boys,
Pete, Billy and Kevin. Two of them are identical twins,
and the other one, looks the same as the other two.

\\\

The Silly Man
One day the Silly Man went to the swimming pool.
He took off his hat and dived into the pool.
He swam in the pool and as he swam he blew bubbles,
and he made snorting noises like Snort ! Snort !
He saw the diving board and off the board he dived,
into the water of the swimming pool. It was soon after this,
he thought something was not quite right :
the water tasted of mushroom soup.
This is not right, he said to himself.
Out of the pool he dived, and he went to see the pool attendant.
Her name was Lindy Lou and she was a girl.
The Silly Man said to Lindy Lou There is something wrong with the water: it tastes of mushroom
soup.
Lindy Lou is playing with her lasso the lasso that she uses for catching little boys,
who mis-behave when swimming in her pool.
What is the matter with you ? Lindy Lou said to the Silly Man :
the water always tastes of mushroom soup whenever it is Monday.
Jings! said the Silly Man ; I thought it was Tuesday,
when the water tastes of chicken soup.
30
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Violette has written a poem for me, which has suprised me.
I did not realise just how talented, she really is
Mummy has a little orange,
It is as round as a bicycle rim,
And everywhere that Mummy goes,
That orange, it follows him.
Violette had a bath, and afterwards,
Pete told me the bathroom was full of her red hairs.
I called the RSPCA, but by the time they got here,
the hairs had all run away, which was a shame.
The man from the RSPCA said he had never seen a red hair.

The Hie Hat Zong
Zis is the Hie Hat Zong
Plese, plese, zing along

new voices,
new writing

ZING!

Poems by Brent Hodgson

Swup swup, swup swup

illustrations by Kate George

swi, swi, swi
swup swup, swup swup
swi, swi, swi.
NOW LET US WHEELIE ZWING !
Zwing zis a way, zis a way
and blorrp, blorrp, blorrp
zwing this a way
blorrp, blorrp, blorrp.
Zis is the Hie Hat Zong
PLESE ZING ALONG.
On nihts like zis
we love to swish the zand
with a swi swi, swish swish
swish swish, swish the zand
swi swi, swish swish
swish swish, swish the zand
and as we swish along
we zing the HIE HAT ZONG.

Listening to the Musik of Orb
miht have been tired, I miht have been,
heared the Kapitane say - Is zu in the Kontrol Tower ?
was in the Kontrol Tower,
was where I was supposed to be,
was listening to the musik of Orb,
heared a chever of cymbals
And short rolling snaps of drum.
A fast slither there - a fast zither there ?
I was hearing the sounds singing
Kroud the crwth - which see
A kind of violin with six strings.
Formerly much played in Wales.
Is zu in the Kontrol Tower ? I heared the Kapitane say.
I said - If you are nummer seven,
You can come in to land.
I miht have been tired, I miht have been,
I heared voices echoing ...
In love with each other,
In love with each other,
Followed by Biff Bang Bang.
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Employment Practice and Policies in Youth and
Community Work,
Russel House Publishing
by Doug Nicholls

Mike Rosendale is a Community Education Officer inEdinburgh

reviewed by Mike Rosendale

Positive Child Protection: A View from Abroad

Doug Nicholls

is the General
Secretary of the Community and Youth
Workers Union, which has led the
struggle for equal rights for part time
workers in England and Wales.
He has extensive experience as a
youth and community worker and as a
trade union campaigner and negotiator.
In this book, he has drawn on that
experienceto provide a comprehensive
MIMI MO CNIMMIT IMM
and detailed account of the
employment rights of part time staff
south of the border. Nicholls also
Doug Nickell.
provides advice on good practice in
relation to the employment and
management of part timers.
Many community workers and
managers have a tendency to neglect
practical details, choosing rather to focus on personal growth and
development. This has resulted in support, supervision and
appraisal systems being given higher priority than the
establishment of sound basic frameworks for the employment of
part timers.
Most face-to-face work in community education is carried out
by part time workers, who are usually employed on short-term
contracts with no rights to holidays, sick leave and so on. Many
work in highly complex and demanding situations, and there is no
doubt that their support is important.
Nicholls knows this and adopts a well thought out rational
approach to both professional and practical support, covering in
the space of ten pages, for example, 'status incongruity', 'a
rounded approach to stress' and 'minibus safety'. This, I think, is
the voice of experience. The author steers a path somewhere
between ad-hoccery and incessant bureaucratic monitoring, which
he disparagingly refers to as 'judging the quality of Shakespeare
by weighing one of his books on a meat hook'.
He advocates a management structure which is sensitive to the
difficulties of youth and community work and which lays down the
professional parameters for part time workers backed up by
practical support, employment rights and clearly defined
responsibilities.
The book will be most useful as a handbook for part time
community workers, their representatives and managers. Reading
it from cover to cover is a daunting task, even if Nicholls appears
to thrive on this level of detail. A very useful contents section
compensates for the lack of an index and makes it easy to read the
book selectively.
Anyone involved in employing part-time staff should have a
copy of this book. While is specifically deals with the situation in
England and Wales, much of it is relevant to community education
agencies in Scotland. The descriptions of best practice are
applicable here even though the joint agreements are not.
Nicholls is also an advocate for his own organisation, and he
includes in the book an appendix entitled 'Landmarks in the
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history of the struggle for part-time youth and community workers'.
This is a timely reminder to all community education practitioners
as we move into a new local authority structurethat it is unacceptable
for a profession concerned with oppression and marginalisation to
neglect the rights of its own part-time colleagues. Progress in
Scotland is slow and we should learn from Doug Nicholls'
experience, commitment and obvious sense of urgency •

by Andrew Cooper, Rachel Hetherington, Karen
Baistow, John Pitts and Angela Spriggs
Russell House Publishing
reviewed by Alan Forrest

This comparative study of child protection system of England
and Wales and of France was undertaken priortothe implementation
of the Children Act (1989). The difficulties for practitioners of
realising the aspirations of the Children Act and its central principle
of partnership has had a clear influence on the focus of the book.
Given this focus, the practical value of the book for social workers
in Scotland is limited, though many of
the pressures and constraints will be
familiar.
The authors describe the struggle
POSITIVE CHILD
between welfare and justice which
PROTECTION
has taken place in British child care
since the mid-1970s. The findings of
nom Ammo
the Public Inquiry into the death of
Jasmine Beckford accelerated the
move towards a practice more based
hAel lirtherongton.
Andrew Cwoper
on questions of 'evidence' and 'proof'
Karen Hamm., John Pinr
Arqeld *rime
than 'need' and 'suffering'. This
resulted in a greater emphasis on
following managerial guidelines to the
detriment of professional discretion.
The authors argue that the erosion
of professional authority in
••••0•06.111...
conjunction with greater responsibility
• "'
"
for the investigation and prosecution
of child protection proceedings as
required by the Children Act has resulted in the high degree of
anxiety now experienced by workers in England and Wales. The
individuals who took part in the research identified an optimism in
social work practice in France which is all too rare in England and
Wales.
While they are at pains to avoid direct comparison, they consider
a number of societal, cultural and legal variables which contribute
to this more optimistic perspective.
English social and political individualism contrasts starkly with
the French collectivist principles arising from the 1789 revolution.
As a consequence, French child protection work should place
greater emphasis on the family than on individual functioning. This
is demonstrated in the difference between an English case
conference and an audience with a Children's Judge. In the French
case there would be an expectation of involvement of all family
members, which would contrast with an English parent's right to
choose not to contribute.
There would appear to be an assumption within the French

rAk
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system that all parties share the same interests. Child Protection in
France, based on an inquisitorial legal system, seeking to obtain
truth rather than establish guilt, attempts to provide a forum which
allows family members to be heard, and professionals to share
information. The authors argue that due to its historical and legal
(adversarial) basis, the structure of the case conference may be
less able to allow this.
Despite many areas of commonality between workers in France
and England - for example, what constitutes child abuse, theories
of child development, use of systematic concepts, concern for the
suffering of children - the experience of families and social workers
in the two countries seem very different.
The two central figures in the French child protection system are:
!J The Inspecteur in the administrative sphere, controlling resources,
and
The Children's Judge in the judicial sphere.
The Children's Judge would always attempt to gain the agreement
of parents, based on an expectation that any placement will
ultimately lead to rehabilitation.
While the placement alternatives of adoption, foster care and
residential care are the same, differences exist in their use. The
French reluctance to place children away from the natural family
on a long-term basis leads to a greater reliance on short-term
placements. Residential care in France is well resourced and
highly regarded. It will come as a surprise to many child care
workers to realise that the placement of babies in residential
nurseries is common, illustrating 'the French imperative that no
other parent should become the attachment figure'.
Another significant difference between the two systems is the
role of the Children's Judge, who will take referrals direct from any
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Adventure-Based Interventions With Young People
in Trouble and at Risk
Proceedings of a National One-Day Conference and
Study Weekend. Basecamp, £15.00.
reviewed byRanald Mair

Given the media attention surrounding young people in trouble

become involved at a much earlier stage in France. As the authors
say 'in England the law is, and is supported to be, a last resort'.
English workers observed a constructive partnership between
the French social workers, Children's Judge and the family, which
was based on a tendency towards helping rather than controlling,
displaying none of the English system's pre-occupation with
concepts of guilt and innocence. The accessibility of the Children's
Judge to social workers and families was welcomed by the English
workers.
However reservations were expressed regarding the lack of
guidelines for determining the existence of abuse. The authors
suggest that some of the stress felt by social workers in England is
perhaps felt by the Children's Judge in France and evidencewould
seem to exist that in busier offices the relationship between the
Children's Judge and social workers has taken on a more
managerial focus, with pressure on work reducing the opportunities
for debate.
Race and ethnicity provoked considerable debate between
French and English workers. In France, an emphasis on 'citizenship'
overruled considerations of racial origin, hence concepts of antidiscriminatory and anti-oppressive practice, central to British social
workers' perspectives were viewed as alien to French workers. The
authors counsel caution against concluding that French politics of
race have yet to 'catch up' and stress the need to enter the
constructive debate which took place through their research.
Positive Child Protection provides an interesting and informative
picture of the child protection system in France. While this may be
thought to be of limited value to professionals within child protection
in Scotland given the focus on the Children Act (1989), certain
themes are recognisable, particularly in relation to aspects of the
Children's Hearing System. The blurb's claim that the book
'presents concrete practical proposals for the realisation of the
potential of the Children Act' is questionable, however this very
readable book provides a useful perspective from which to view
our own practice III

going on safari and so on, this set of papers drawn from a National
Conference and Study Weekend attempts to dispel myths and
highlight the benefits of using an adventure-based approach.
The papers are informative, outlining some of the range of
projects up and down the country and the scale of expeditions from
local inner-city initiatives to trekking in the Sahara.
A lot of effort is made to demonstrate the purpose and
effectiveness of the adventure-based approach by setting out
models of practice and developing a
Adsenture-Rased Interventions
theoretical framework: adventure is
With N oung People
therapeutic; it is targeted with clear
In Trouble and At Risk
objectives; adventure promotes
change; and of course adventure can
Advfniurr-Poled Intenwnelian%
be evaluated. These are all very
important when it comes to seeking
tnabilx, Troubled I..
and justifying funding. As John Huskins
in his paper states: 'The emphasis
should be on a demonstrated
professional approach to programme
management and accountability,
c;RF.
recognising that there are no easy
,
AND
solutions and that claims to success
le-11 No
should be based on clear evidence'.
What bothers me, though, is the
danger running through the papers that
the emphasis on the analysis and evaluation of adventure-based
activity actually starts to obscure the inherent value of the approach.
Offering challenging and rewarding experiences to young people,
I feel, does not really require elaborate justification.
Ask young people themselves what they got from a day's
canoeing or a weekend camp and they are likely to respond with
'It was fun' or 'I got on well with the others' or 'I managed to do
something I had not done before' or 'We enjoyed ourselves' or 'I'd
like to go again'. These are surely the most important evaluative
criteria. If done well, adventure-based intervention and other activity
based work are worthwhile in themselves without having to show
that they solve other ills.
In becoming more sophisticated in their approach the proponents
of adventure-based intervention have to watch they do not lose
sight of the core of their activity - engaging young people, providing
them with new experiences, developing relationships, and
promoting a sense of self-worth and achievement. This is its value.
maybe those contributing the papers felt these basics did not
require re-stating but without them any account of this approach
becomes oddly dry and lacks the very sense of adventure it seeks
to promote.
Perhaps I am being unfair. The task of making their conference
proceedings sound exciting may be beyond the scope even of
professional adventurers. The papers may equally be of real value
to those already involved in this line of work. I doubt however
whether they would do a lot to stimulate the interest of a wider
audience, which is a shame •

Alan Forrest is a Social Worker with the
Children & Families Practice Team in Dalkeith.

Ranald Mair is Headmaster of Geilslaild School, Belli',

family member. The Children's Judge, and hence the law, may
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One of the funniest memories I have of my schooldays took
place in the final term of my final year. I was running across
our football field heading for Tynemouth amusement arcade,
with the aim of 'dogging it' for the afternoon when I saw my
best friend, Little Al, running towards me. (We actually used to
call it 'wagging it', which must have some connection with
'dogging it', but I've never actually been able to work out what
the dog had to go with not going to school.)
Little Al was about 100 yards behind me, but was held back
by the shout of a teacher who had seen us making our dash
for freedom. Al stopped, turned round, looked at the teacher
who was a mere ten yards away from him, then looked at the
group of us who had now reached the safety of the main road.
At that point I thought that was the end of his escape attempt,
but rather than accept defeat and walk back to school head in
hands he looked back at us with a huge smile on his face and
ran. He caught up with us and we all sprinted that mile to the
beach laughing the whole way so hard that we could hardly
breathe.
Our reason for dogging it was simple. We'd finished our
term's work and classes were now set aside for revision something we decided we could do adequately in our own
time. Most of us hadn't played truant before this, or even
thought about it, as we were in the second top class and
hoped to benefit from our GCEs, as they were then.
Today I work with a lot of kids who dog school. They have
various reasons for doing so but they are all quite
straightforward and understandable. John Paul is quiet,
comes from a very poor family and finds it hard to stick up for
himself. Mick hates school work and told me that his dad was
self-employed and has a job lined up for him when he leaves
school. I told him that the economy is a dodgy thing and that
he shouldn't rely on his dad, but I don't think I made much of
an impression. Mary Ann lust hates school and would rather
be in the park with her pals.
Kids and school, especially if the former see little benefit in
education, often mix like oil and water. As a teacher, a social
worker or, like myself, a youth worker, their lack of interest in
what you want to teach them can be a real pain in the arse,
but let's face it it's not the biggest problem in the world.
My granddad used to tell me, behind my mother's back, that
in his day playing truant was seen as an expected part of an
adventurous boy's education. He may have been overdoing it
a bit in order to play the part of the 'with it' grandparent but it's
always useful to look at how social issues were perceived in
the past compared with how they are addressed in the
nervous 90s. In the 60s, for example, many sociologists saw
truancy as a positive rejection, by working class kids, of the
middle class educational system.
Nowadays we find the great white hope of the Labour Party Tony Blair - denouncing truancy and demanding a fine on
parents who allow their children to act so irresponsibly.
Strathclyde Police appear to have followed Mr Blair's lead and
have launched Truancy Watch, a joint initiative between
Glasgow's A Division and Strathclyde Region's education
department, to 'persuade' youngsters back into the
classroom.
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Why?
Because, as Superintendent Bill McMillan explained, 'many
young people who are dogging it commit crimes. By reducing
the number of truants we should, theoretically at least, reduce
the crimes committed'. And what are these heinous crimes?
Yes, it's shoplifting, of which there has been a grand total of 55
incidents in the city centre committed by children during
school hours during the last quarter - a figure I'm sure the
boys in my class would have exceeded in a week at the local
tuck shop.
Now I hear there has been a national initiative set up in
Scotland to tackle truancy. Some £180,000 is to be spent on
this scheme, headed by a full time expert at Strathclyde
University's Quality in Education Centre. So while graduates
are leaving university to work in McDonalds more and more
money is being spent putting the heat on the worst-off section
of society to get their act together.
Mr Blair believes that 'the family is and will remain the
essential foundation of a strong and stable society'. To this
end he is prepared to criminalise anyone who doesn't fit into
his model of the responsible parent. In focusing our attention
on those who do not enforce 'social discipline' upon their
children Blair is not being 'tough on crime' but is inventing new
ones.
And what about being 'tough on the causes of crime', by
which I assume he means things like unemployment. If what
Tony Blair is talking about are more jobs for those policing and
surveying the underclass then New Labour's employment
creation appears to be well on course.
Truants in the 1990s are no longer 'adventurous boys' or
'rebellious youth', but are becoming another group for us
decent citizens to fear and loathe as part of Mr Blair's new
sense of community •
Stuart Walton
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In the next issue

FILMHOUSE
88 LOTHIAN ROAD, EDINBURGH
TELEPHONE 031- 228 2688
At Filmhouse in JUNE
MURIEL'S WEDDING (2nd - 8th)
CLERKS (9th - 24th)
HEAVENLY CREATURES (5th & 6th)
IMMORTAL BELOVED (7th & 8th)
PATLABOR (11th & 12th)
THE LAST SEDUCTION ( 13th - 15th)
SPACE ADVENTURE COBRA (14th - 23rd)
KILLER (23rd - 1st July)
Saturday Matinees:
THE BEAR (3rd)
GREASE (10th)
THE B.F.G. (17th)
JURASSIC PARK (24th)
INTO THE WEST (1st July)
Look out in JULY for:
D'ARTAGNAN'S DAUGHTER
SIX DEGREES OF SEPARATION
GREAT DAY IN HARLEM
BEST OF BRITISH ANIMATION
Ticket prices from £2.20 (£1.50) to £4.00
Details and booking 031 228 2688
Box Office open Mon to Sat noon until 9pm
CAFE BAR open from 10am

Dangerous play
Every adult alive now did things as a child that put

EVERYONE NEEDS FRIENDS!

them at risk of injury, perhaps death. They all lived
to tell the tale, but others didn't. Is the taking of
risks an essential and necessary part of childhood
or should we be doing our damndest to make sure
our own children don't make the same mistakes we
made ourselves.

Siblings in care
With the move away from residential homes to
foster families, one of the most intractable problems
when taking children into care is how to keep
brothers and sisters together. What have we
done? What are we doing? What should we do in
future? Rosemary Milne reports.

Please reserve me a copy of
Scottish Child magazine.

For almost eight years, Scottish
Child has been campaigning
vigorously for children's rights,
the awareness of children's
Issues, recognition of the
Importance of childhood - and
other matters relating children
and childhood both here in
Scotland and in a wider
perspective.
In that eight years, other
radical magazines have come
and gone - Harpies & Quines
being one of the most
spectacular casualties.
Scottish Child is an independent
non -profitmaking co-operative.
That means we receive no
funding from outside bodies.
All of our income is generated
by our own efforts.
It is our firm intention NOT to
become a casualty of economic
circumstances. In order to make sure that we don't, we need you,
our readers and subscribers, to continue to make your essential
contribution to the upkeep of the magazine. Sales and subscriptions
make up the bulk of our revenue.
Even better than subscribing, why not become a Friend of
Scottish Child? This costs £50 per year and includes your
subscription and other benefits. So instead of just renewing your
subscription when the due date comes along, we'd like you to
consider becoming a Friend.
Scottish Child needs Friends, Scottish Child needs you!

Scottish Child needs 4001
Unpredictable, frank, and often controversial, Scottish Child is
full of useful information! Now as ever, Scotland's liveliest

Scottish

magazine relies on the support from our subscribers to maintain

Child

our independence and to continue publishing. So if you enjoy the
magazine join us and help Scottish Child grow even bigger and
better!
The individual subscrition rate is staying at £15for a limited
period only, so don't delay and miss out on this offer. There are
two ways you can subscribe to Scottish Child
*BY DIRECT DEBIT
Fill out all sections of the form below and we will send you Scottish Child for
just £15 per year for individuals, 05 for organisations and groups.

*BY ANNUALLY RENEWABLE SUBSCRIPTION
Just fill in the mailing details on the form below and enclose a cheque made payable to "Scottish Child".
Rates are just £15 for individuals and £25 for organisations and groups.
*BY BECOMING A FRIEND OF SCOTTISH CHILD
The highest level of support you can give Scottish Child is by joining our supporting subscribers group.
Just fill in the mailings details below and simply pledge a minimum of £50 per year by Direct Debit or by
cheque. We will then send you every issue of the magazine, all our forthcoming publications, and
notification of all Scottish Child events. Your name will also be listed at least once a year in the magazine.
We cannot overemphasise how much this extra support is needed and valued.

DIRECT DEBITING INSTRUCTIONS

MAILING DETAILS
Please fill this in to help us get

BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE
To (Name and address of your bank/building society)

Scottish Child to you efficiently.
Block Capitals Please.

Your name and address
Postcode

Name

I instruct you to pay direct debits from my account at the request of Scottish Child Ltd. The amounts are variable and may be debited on various dates .
Scottish Child Ltd. may only change the amounts and dates after giving me prior notice. 1 will inform the bank in writing if I wish to cancel this instruction
and 1 understand that if any direct debit is paid which breaks the instuction: the bank/building society will make a refund.

Address

Date

Signed
Bank account in the name of
Bank account no.

Bank sort code

Banks may decline to accept any instructions to charge direct debits to certain types of account other than current accounts. Scottish Child Ltd. Reg. in
Scotland No. 113283 Reg. Office 130 St.Stephen St. Edinburgh Scotland. Originator's No. 907089

Please return to Scottish Child, 28 Gillespie Crescent, Edinburgh El-110 4HU.
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